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Maria, Chap. I. Ver. 21. Tt lter Par. | 
— foalt call bis name Jeſus : for be fl 
ſave bis People from their fins. 


Tuns diretion of the Angel to Joſeph i is 
an expreſs declarmjon gt the approach 


of that fulneſs of time, and certain appear= . 
ance of the Meſſiah, who was promiſed from 
the earlieſt times, and fotetold by a long ſe- 


ties of prophecies in ſucceſſion ; and in con- 


ſequence was generally expected by the Jews. - 


The Jews, indeed, from a ſtudied inatten- 
6 tion to the ſeveral parts, offices, and capa- 
cities the Meſſiah was to bear, miſapplied 
- the prophecies and miſtook his perſon. 
The repreſentations the prophets gave of 


—_— 
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his e they fondly applied to a tem- 
poral inſtead of a ſpiritual kingdom, the 
Kingdom directly intended. They wanted to 
| ſhake off the Roman yoke, and impatiently 
longed for the advent of their Meſſiah, in 
hopes of a compleat triumph over their 
enemies. But when, to their ſurprize and 
- diſappointment, they ſaw a meek and ſuf- 
fering Saviour, they generally deſpiſed and 
| almoſt, univerſally rejected him. For they 
never once conſidered the pertinence of thoſe 
deſcriptions of the prophet Iſaiah to his 
bumiliation ; but dwelt wholly upon the 
regal part of his character, and with this 


deluſive i imagination looked for a reſtorer of - 


the kingdom to Iſrael. But Chiiſt's s king= 
dom was evidently a kingdom of a yery 
| different nature—a ſpiritual kingdom found- 
| ed on the deſtruction of Satan's dominion, - 
and in the eſtabliſhment of univerſal righ- 
| teouſneſs. It is obyiouſly an empire over 

the hearts and conſciences of men, and no 
empire of ambition, of tyranny, or flavery, | 
* eden, but moſt extenſive in its 
ſignal 


1 0 K 7 3 


flgnal benefits to thi Whole race 'of tins. 
kind. How very amiable then, and how 


pet fectiiy attractive is the character of our 

bleſſed Saviour, who came in our naturs 
to reconcite God to vs, and by his death 
to put us into a capacity of eternal Kappis 
neis upon the gracious terins of the goſpel? 
And it is for this reaſon that the Angel 
charges Joſeph to give him the remarkable 
Fb gnifcant and expreſſive name Jeſus, &c. 


What I propoſe from tlie text of the pre- 


ſent diſcourſe, afid what I think can never 
be unſeaſohable, is to ſtate and repreſent, 
in what ſenſe, and by what methods this 
eſus was the Saviour of mankind, who de- 


ered his pebple from their fins : For this 


important knowledge will enable us to 
form a right notion of the true chriſtian 
faith, and ſerve th aſcertain the terms of 
dur acceptatice with him; it will alſo in 
the next place direct us to ſomè ufeful and 


pertinent obſervations with , re{pe& to out 


indiſpenſable practice, in conſideration of 


(he PUN We ACP CERN of 


Ba great 


4. $E'R MO N- 1. 


x goat falvation which was een 
dy Jeſus Chriſt. 

Im ift to inte e in What 

ſenſe, and by what method Jeſus was the 
Saviour of mankind, who delivered his peo- 
ple from their ſins. The whole a&co- 
nomy of man's ſalvation, as deſcribed in 
ſecripture and purchaſed by the death of 
Chtiſt, is an awful diſplay of God's juſſice 
and hatred againſt all ſin; and at the ſame 
time a wonderful manifeſtation of his mercy, 
in accepting a propitiation for the fins of 
fallen. man, and freely admitting him to 
the capacity of perfect and eternal happi- 
neſs, in virtue of that effectual oblation 
once offered; but ſtill upon certain and 
expreſs conditions preſcribed by our Lord 
himſelf. By this proviſion of grace, the-ut- 
moſt diſcouragement to all wilfal tranſgreſ- 
fions, is exemplified in the method of re- 
conciliation procured by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the greateſt comfort and moſt perſuaſive in- 
ducement is hence communicated to encou- 
a8 2 ſerious PIER, Secondly, from an 
expreſs 
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expreſs aſſurance of pardon and forgiveneſs 
to every returning penitent, through that 

propitiation which was made by the death 
of Chriſt, for the fins of the whole world, 
For, as all mankind were involved i in ruin 
and miſery by the fall of our firſt parents, 
it is very obvious that God's pardon and 
recoficiliation were firſt neceſſary to reſtore 
all men to a capacity of falvation. 

And is it not full as reaſonable that fin- 
ners ſhould become qualified to be fit par- 
takers of this ſalvation? which is a con- 
trivance of God's free grace, made known, 
and obtained through Jeſus Chriſt, but at- 
tainable only, upon a perſonal reformation 
and ſuitable purity of life. 

And the queſtion commonly aſked, whe- 
ther God Almighty might not have par- 
doned fin upon repentance only, is, to 
ſpeak favorably of it, a manifeſt indication 
of an idle and inſignificant curioſity ; but 
often ſavours too much of the pride and 

. ſpirit of infidelity, and is, indeed, the cer-  - 
tain effect of a pert arrogance. For God 
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undoubtedly, may forgive ſins upon what - 
terms be pleaſes : But, ſhall the. pardoned 
inner preſume to dictate and preſcribe the 


but ſee that filence. and thankfulneſs. i is. his 


bh, incumbent duty for the grant of ſo merci- 


ful a _diſpenſation. For, as; the forgiveneſs 
of fin at any-rate, is a glorious act of God's 
free grace; the proper queſtion is not What 
God might do, but what God in his in- 
nite wiſdom has. thought ft to do in the 
preſent caſe, This economy, if we could 
give no other reaſon, yet when we conſider 
it, as the particular method God was pleaſed 
to take, in order to our reconciliation, and 
to diſcover it by a ſpecial revelation of his 
. will, ſhould methinks prove abundantly 
+ . ſufficient for our ſatisfaction in this intereſt- 
ing point, But, it may be added, we can 
aſſign very good and ſatisfactory reaſons fort 
the wiſdom of this ſpecial proceeding. For 
this peculiar method of our ſalyation an- 
ſwers the divine purpoſes better; aſſerts the 
authority of God's government, and ſecures 
© er: obedi · 


manner of his pardon? Every one can't 


8 E. R M 1 
obedience to his laws more effectually than 
pardon in the way of mere prerogative can 
do. And thus this divine economy” is 2 

publication of God's juſtive and righteduſ- 
neſs, as well as a ſtanding declaration of 
his grace and mercy to all ſinners, and is 4 
becoming: vindication' of the ſanctity and 
| * of his venerable laws. 8 
Wben God's laws were violated and 
W this violation was an indignity, 
which manifeſtly required ſome reparation, 
in order to reſcue: them from future con- 
tempt. The method taken, in order to 
obtain this neceſſary end, was an awful 
expedient, conttived by God, and volunta- 
rily compleated by our bleſſed Lord. Chriſt's 
perfect innocence in our nature wag a com- 
pletion of that entire obedience, which was 
required of man beſore the fall; and his 
death was accepted as an expiation for the 
known breach of the original law, by our 
firſt parents. Hence it evidently appears 
_ God's laws are not the reſult of arbitrary” 
will ; but are founded upon the fixed and 
B4 un- 
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unchangeable obligations of univerſal righs g 


teouſneſs; and the majeſty of God's go- 


vernment, and vindication of the authority 


of his laws, rendered ſome public repara- 


tion expedient and neceſſary. This repa- 
ration was wonderfully effected by the me- 


ritorious ſufferings of Jeſus pw in the 


human nature, 
And now, can any other bias of the | 

divine forgiveneſs more adequately anſwer, 

or ſtrongly expreſs God's righteous abhor- 


rence and averſion of fin. Confider what 


was the proper cauſe of the incarnation of 


the Son of God, and the real occaſion of 
nailing him to the croſs. And the anſwer 


to this declaration is the plaineſt proof of 


. the intrigfic evil and malignity of ſin. 


For no conſiderate perſon can ever think 
ſin a trifle, but muſt conclude the tranſ- 
greſſion of the law a very grievous offence, 
when the ſin of man was not to be expi- 


ated, by any leſs ſacrifice, than that of 


Chriſt, the only beloved Son of God. 


Has wie Ms But, 
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But, it is farther remarkable and deſerv- 
ing due notice, that this ſalvation, by the 
death of our bleſſed Saviour, not only de- 
clares the heinouſneſs of fin, and God's juſt 
| indignation againſt it, but continues a fixed 
and memorable evidence of his Almighty 
diſpleaſure ; and ſo anſwers another valua- 
ble and important purpoſe of our Lord's in- 
carnation, For 'it is to be remembered, 
that Chriſt not only came to ſave us from 
| puniſhment, by redeeming us from the 
curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
us, but he had a yet more beneyolent and 
gracious deſign in view, when he bowed 
the Heavens and came down, and did not 
ſcorn the Virgin's womb : For when Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world, he came not 
merely to deliver the ſinner from the con- 
ſequences of the fall, but he came emphati- 
cally, to recover the dignity of fallen man, 


| and to reſtore human nature to a full Capa- 


city of perfection and happineſs. He came 
in the moſt ſignificant and expreſſive ſenſe 
to ſave and reſtore all mankind. And here 

3; it 
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it is natural to remark, that God, even in 
the ſeverity of judgment, fignally magni- 
Hed his mercy, for the free pardon of our 
fins; by God's acceptance of any ſatisfac- 
tion, juſtly. challenges our utmoſt gratitude 
and thankfulneſs; but to open a new, a 

more wonderful ſcene of mercy, to ſurpriae 

us, with the promiſe of a triumphant im- 
mortality, upon true repentance and amend- 
ment of life, by the interpoſition of our 
great and appointed Mediator, is, a moſt 
unparallelled inſtance of goodneſs, and if 

I may fo ſpeak, a miracle of mercy. For 

this reward of our imperfe& obedience, is 
a reward that muſt exceed our expectations, 
is a reward that muſt anticipate our wiſhes, / 

is a reward that we could not pretend to 
have merited, had we never ſinned at all. 

And can we forbear, upon a deliberate re- 
view of this ſcene: of aſtoniſhment break- 
ing out into a; holy. rapture and extaſy of 
praiſe ? Let us, with the piety and grati- 
tude of the devout pſalmiſt, ſay, praiſe the 
Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me 

JON” 
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praiſe his holy name. Who redeemeth thx 
life. from. deſtruction, and who crowneth: 
thee with, loving kindneſs and tender 
mercies. 
It is obyious, from what has berni 
| chat God.s gbodnels and mercy moved and 
iaclined him to forgive mankind: And, we 
axe; carefully, to, obſerve, that this benefit of 
pardoy, and ineſtimable bleſſings of recon»: 
 ciliation, peace, and eternal redemption, are 
only beſtowed upon us in conſideration of 
the ſufferings. and atonement made in our 
behalf, by; Jeſus Chriſt, who, by free con 
ſent, undertook and effected our ſalvation, 
by. God's ſpecial commiſſion, and appoint- 
ment. For God ſo loved the world, that 
he gave; his only begotten. Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him, ſhould: not periſh, . 
but have everlaſting. life. The ſalvation: of 
man, therefore properly ſpeaking, is owing 
to our bleſſed Saviour, as the author or in- 
ſtrument, but, then he requires the perfor- 
mance of certain expreſs conditions on our 
part.— Theſe are ſtyled in the 2 faith 


and 
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and repentance; which are, there required, 

nn plain terms, and accepted by God in ver- 
5 eee eee . 
Chriſt. . 
. Hence it is evident, Secondly, that ſome 
| quialifientivne are equally neceſſary and en- 
joined to be obtained by all men, to give 
them a title, not by way of claim or merit, 
but, as certain conditions to fit them for 
tme glorious privilege of ſalvation. For, 
without ſome conditions required on man's 
part, where are the reaſon and uſe of the 
the purchaſe of the pardon of ſin by the 
death of Chriſt ? Was it only to ſave the 
ſinner from puniſhment, to procure him an 
impunity, -- upon a continuance in fin? 

There cannot be a more flagrant abuſe and 
fatal miſapplication of God's mercy, mani- 
feſted in the incarnation of Chriſt, than 
this dangerous doctrine introduces: For 
does not this opinion encourage and give a 
direct ſanction to ſin? Can there be a more 
deſtructive deluſion to the ſouls of men, 
than this falſe notion countenances? The 
— 
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_ Apoſtle to the Romans in his anſwer to 
this monſtrous ſuppoſition, ſhall we conti- 
nue in fin that grace may abound? Takes 
the alarm, and in a juſt indignation of it, 
cries out with a noble and affecting warmth 
of zeal, God forbid ! For to ſuppoſe this 
permiſſion is to defeat the very intention 
and end of our bleſſed Lord 8 n into 
the world. 

The incarnation of Chriſt was dey 
never intended only a vindication of God's 
juſtice, and a public reparation for, the 
breach of his laws. No, there was a greater, 
a more glorious deſign in the ſcheme of 
man's ſalvation. And can God, who is de- 
clared, of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, ever be imagined to be reconciled 
to, or admit the finner to his preſence in a 
ſtate of ſinful impenitence ? This can nevet 
be: For how is this preſumption, at all 
conſiſtent or reconcileable with God's fixed 


averſion, and known diſpleaſure, againſt fin, 2 


who where diſpoſed and reſolved to be mer- 
ciful to ſinners, yet, would not ſpare his 
1 own 
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own Som, that he might deliver us from 
this preſent evil world, according to the 
will of God, and our Father. | 


one of you from your — Alſo, Za- 


There is, then, a moſt glorious diſplay 
of mercy, illuſtrated in the method of this 
redemption, by our Saviour's becoming 
man, who came to recover, to reſtofe, to 


perfect human nature, to exalt loſt man to 
the capacity of eternal ſalvation. And, in 
order to free us from the dominion and 


power of ſin; was the Son of God mafi- 


feſted. By which the Apoſtle evidently 


means, the Son of God came to kill and 


deſtroy all habits of fin and vice. Agree· 
able to this, St. Paul, in his epiſtle to Titus, 


declares the fame thing, Chriſt gave him | 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 


all iniquity, and purify to himſelf a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works. Ac- | 


cordingly, St. Peter tells the Jews, in the 
third chapter of the Acts, Unto you, firſt, . 
God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus ; ſent 
him to bleſs you, in turning away every 


cha- : 
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charias declares, the intention of our Lord's 
birth, . viz. That, we being delivered from 
the hands of our enemies, might ſerve God 
without fear, in holineſs and righteouſs be- 

fore him all the days of our life, And was 
_ this important deſign ſeriouſly obſerved, no 
man could miſtake the -proper meaning of 
| the word, Jeſus, nor ever be at a loſs to 
know how, or in what manner, this Jeſus 
is our Saviour, and faves his people from 
their fins. This doctrine will direct us to 
ſame uſeful and pertinent obſervations, with 
reſpect to our indiſpenſable practice, in 
conſideration of the plain and declared con- 
ditions of that great ſalvation, which was 
purchaſed for us, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
And. firſt, I would obſerve, that the me- 
thod of our ſalvation, as an atonement for 
fin, and as an intention to deſtroy the power 
and prevalence of it in the world, is an ad- 
mitable expedient, calculated with the 
greateſt wiſdom, tor an effectual check to 
all manner of vice, and appears a moſt con= 
ducive means to ſecure the valuable inte- . 

| reſts. 
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reſts of religion, and immediate improves 
ment of real virtue. Fot the expiation it- 
ſelf, by our Lord's death, is a manifeſt 
proof of God's perfect abhorrence, and a 
declaration of his ae, e! to 
all i. 
This is, I think, a plan dow that 
God can neyer approve of fin, nor would 
even admit a ſinner to pardon without ſuf- 
ficient, ſatisfaction. And this proviſion of | 
| God's ſpating not his own Son, was a me- 
thod of vindicating. and aſſerting the au- 
thority and government of his laws; and 
no leſs intended, than expreſsly. declared, as 
1 proviſion of pardon for the penitent ſin- 
ners only. For ſinners are, by God's grace. 
reſtored to a capacity of full and perfect 
Happineſs, in conſideration of the great ſav 
crifice: once offered for the premiflion. of 
fins, on the condition of ſincere repent- 
ance, and reformation of life and manners: 
And the bleſſings of the new covenant, by 
Jeſus: Chriſt, have a manifeſt tendency, in 
a right eſtimate, to prevent all abuſe of 
| | God's 
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| God's mercies declared and-proppicd.in the, 
goſpel of his dear gon: And th | 
certainly gblige Chriſtians,..if the care:and; 
concern for the happineſs. of ſoul and hody: 

can lay an ohligation on them, d wark. = 
out their, ſalxation with fean aud tremblinge, = 
For we undeubtedhy ought, in prudence., 
in reaſon, and in iateceſt, ta taks herd that. 
we do not abuſe; this:megciful overture of 
grace; Nor) pervest or negloct the pf IR 
terms of gur faluation. For the important 
aſſurance of ſcripture, in caſe of wilfal - 
tempt, or a groſs negle&; mould cet be 
ſtrongly impteſſed on ont memories 5. that 
there now remeineth ng more. ſacrifice. for 
Gins, but a, Certain fearful looking for of 
judgment, and fiery indignation, to devour = 
the. adverſaries; and thoſe, who; will. nat 
obey the truth. as it is in Jeſus. And we | 
have abundant reaſan to conclude from the 
whole. proceſa, that God has exemplatily 
expreſſed his juſtice and hatred againſt fin, 
in order to afford us full and ample conyic- 
tion, that hęris a righteous Governor, even 
in the adopted way and manner of our te- 
1 | C ee con- 
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cbnt ation. Fbt, it is en the 
Bvery Whos teaches us, to eonfider- 
84166 ud Rerifee of Chfäll, as the me- 
ritotfods eauſe of pardon j Anfle wepentence, 
nde Reely Filth; called in ſcripture, the 
ale of fürth are required, and made 
acetptable befoe God, fot the fake and 
_ hitdugh: the ' peouliar ' mediation -6f Jefoy 
Eat. But how docs this eotiſpicuous | 
fighteouftiels call 'upen (every! Chtiftian to 
B&thid@ful of od s imtnutable juſtice aud 
| holineſs; ever White he Experiences the 
MP of nt grace and mercy ? This con- 
deration, if we think at aft, tio prove 4 
Aectdnſtrütion ef the folly of perferering in 
f; Tor 4 wWilful cofſe of vice and vᷣbſtinatè 
itttpenitehce dentoy theinterition of Cheit's 
{hieatnition ; an#defeat the end of bis cont 
fig into the warll ; and therefore the fit 
eue of theſe evils, with their pernicious 
eviiſequences; ſhould be the greateſt diſ- 
eouragement both to the commiſſion of fin, 
and to a vontinuande in it. But, I Would 
obſerve, ſecondly, ho perfectly deſtructive 
of * religion, and how pernicious, that 
| ebe 
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 incregliblegdodaine gf a. partial; and Jimited 
 Galyatian by Jeſus, Chriſt, which angels the 
deſign; and vacates the great end of the 
maniſeſtation of the gon of God, todeſtroy = 
the works of the devil. For when we con- 
 fider this end, as the fixed and gal pur- 
poſe of bis appearance, we can get admit 
that abſurd. opinion, that Chriſt came into 
the world to ſave 4 few, ſelect favourites. 
only, without reſpect to a conditional me- 
rit, required by the goſpel; and what. is 
yet a more ſhocking eonſideration, be 1% 
by, this ſuppoſition, believed to ſentence 
and deyote the bulk of mankind, to cer- 
to any demerit. And who does not fee, 
that theſe miſtaken notions of Chriſt's in- 
carnation, diſhonour God, and -reproach 
Chriſt himſelf, with the infamy of a cruel 
partiality, in the moſt merciful of all diſ- 
penſations, the redemption of man? But 
dur Lord came into the world, as a merci- 
ful, generous, and univerfal Saviour ; which 
1 the tus and honourable account the 
| C2 ſcripture 
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ape res end u T6; Ate 
and ynον voice of God himſelf We 
 ther#fob&catnat biit/refe@"ſo partial mile 
'application;” and” iE nörinious perverfion of 
Cheiſt's comih into tlie world; with' Juft 
-abhorrente ani righteous indignation. But, 
for full farisfaction in this im poridut pott, 
it may not be imptoper' 0 urge a fe Con- 
cluſive texts of feriptüre: as unexcepticnable | 
evidbnce of it's. truth and certainty,! tiot 
eaſily to be evaded: And; you may pert 
nently obſerve, that ag the fall of the firſt 
Adam ineluded alt mabkind; in it's certain 
conſequences ; ſo the redemption of the ſe · 
cond Adam, Christ, for the recovery: and 
reſtoration of man, moſt Hikewiſe extend 
to the hole world And in purfiahee of 
this point, the Apoſtlie to the Romans, re- 
preſents death, as the certain conſequenet 
of Adam's fin, comprizing mankind: For, 
*@8'by one man ſin entered into thie world, 
and death by ſin; ſo death paſſed upbn all 
men; for that all have fnned. And it is 
nd 1 remarkable, that St. Paul . 
| : — this 


this anslagy in it's fall extent, and hie 
the ſal vation by Chriſt, equally comprelien- 
five; including all the World. For as by 
the offence of one, N came upon 
all men to condemnation : even ſo; by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 


upon all men unto juſtification of liſe. For, | 


as by one man's diſobedience” many were 
made finners ; ſo by the obedience of ove 
ſhall many be made righteous. Andꝭ it de- 
ſerves notice, that the Apoſtle grounds this 
aſſertion, upon the neceſſity of this atialogy 
between our firſt parent and our Lord: For, 
as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive. Several paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture declare the- benefit of Chriſts app᷑ ar- 


ance, uhiverſally extenſive, including the: 


whole ſpecies of men, as wanting this ex- 
piation for their ins; in whoing viz. 
Chriſtz; we have redemption | through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs, of ſins; accbrding 
to the riches of his: grace. And, not as it 
was by one that ſinned, ſo is: ther gift ʒ for 
23 was by one to ee 
Sun 1 3 
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but the fete gift-is of any een unto 
_ juſtification, Chriſt; is the propitiation for 
our fins;pand. not forours only, but for the 
fins of che whole world. For the love of 
"Fa Chriſt cnſtraĩneth {us 3/: becauſe we thus” 
judge, that, if one died for Al, then were 
all dead and he was to be called Jeſus; for 
be was to fave his people from their fins. 
| | ' - The" bleflings, therefore, of our Saviour, 
o_ you inay/obſcrve-from theſe: ſeveral texts, 
* e! extenſive, an univer- 
fab” blefſing: to minkind: And in this 
ſatisfactory 'view, all men have certainly 
the higheſt reaſon to joĩn the chorus of the 
heavenly Hoſt, and fay, Glory to God in 
the higheſt, and on earth peace, good-will 
towards men. Hut in concluſion, I 
muſt further notice the opinion, that we. 
are; faved-by Chriſt's'righteouſneſs ; only, 
 imputed:/to-us, without any reſpect to our 
W an opinion full of danger, 
pernicious in its immediate tendency, and 
fatal in the: certain event. Chriſt came, it 
is true to ſave all finners ; but it ĩs no leſt 
wy - / 8 8 true, 
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true, that thoſe only, will: be intideq ta bie 
ſalvation, who ate careful to repent and 
amend their lives. Perſonal righteouſneſs, 
therefore, is evidently» required of every | 
Chriſtian, and accepted by God, through 
the alone merits of Chriſt, in virtue of that = 
propitiation once made for che fins of tho 
whole world. And, to imagine ſalvation, 
ſecured to us by Chriſt; without a fin» 
cere, though imperfect obedience, is, in 
fact, a direct contradiction to the uniform 
tenour of ſetipture. For this deluſive cor - 
ruption of doctrine, deſtroys che whole 
ſcheme, intention, and end of man's re- 
demption, by the bleſſed: Jeſus: and is every 
way ingonſiſtent with the nature and terms 
of the goſpel ſalyation. We, therefore, 
Cannot, dare not ſpeak, peace, when there. 

is no peace, to the ſouls of men, upon ſuch 
⁊ groundleſs preſumption. You arc, there- 

fore, to conſider what Chriſtianity: is in 
fact: And the Chriſtiao religion lays an in- 
diſpenſable obligation on every one, to = 
Ne purity and holinem of life, St. 

; C + P aul. 
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| Pan; in Bie Epiſtle We- Meet, d. 
Cares Sur holy profeſſion, and fays, Let 
every one; that nameth the hame of Chriſt; 
Ailepart from iniquity. And I pray yon, 
mark the expreſt condition of flvation; 
| purchaſed by Chriſt, which is plainly this: 
that without holineſs, no man ſhall fee the 
Lord. And not, it may be aſked;” Whe⸗ 
ther Chriſtians hope to be ſaved, while 
they continue eaſy in the practice of known 
fin, from a credulous preſumption of the 
ſufficiency of imputed righteouſneſs, witli⸗ 
out an active faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? If there 
date any ſo credulous, I would beſpeak their 
3 | attention to our Lord's awful determination 
4 of the caſe of wicked Chriſtians, in a future 
'. ſtate, where he pronounces,--that Tyre and 
Siam, Saum and Gomorrub, places remark- 
| | ably ſinful, ſhall meet with more- favoury 
at the judgment of the Great Day, than 
vicious: Chriſtians. Let me then 'intreat 
you,:to ſuffer the word of exhortition, .and 
to remember our Saviour's ſolemn and af- 


=_ fecting declaration, that the n 
1 ; | 2 ö 12 of 


leſs; and © preſumptuous expectation; but 
that a good life is abſolutely neceſſary to 
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of faith only, will never juſtify this ground- 


ſecure ſalvation, obtained by. the death and 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, For not every 
one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter in- 


to the kingdom of Heaven; but he that 


doth the will of my Father,. who is in 
Heaven. And, may the ſerious. conſidera- 
tion of this declarative aſſurance, make a 
laſting impreſſion upon all, and have the 
happy and deſigned influence on our lives 
and converfations. And God Almighty 
confirm the ſaving effect, and grant that 
his grace, which appeared unto us, may 
teach us, effectually to deny ungodlineſs, 
and worldly luſts ; and to live righteouſly, . 
ſoberly, and godly in this preſent world; 
looking for that bleſſed, hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the Great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To whom be all 
Glory and Honour, Power and Majeſty, 
Praiſe and Dominion, throughout all ages, 
Preached at St. Mary's, in 

Oxford, July 4, 1762. 
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GALaT: Chap. IV. Ver, 4 Former Part. 
But when the falueſi of the time was come, 


THE Jewiſh converts diſtinguiſhed them · 
_ elves, by a remarkable zeal for the law 
of Moſes, after their converſion, and urged 
the. .continuance, and even neceſſity, of the 
ceremonial part on the Gentiles, who be- 
came Chriſtians. This important point had 
deen before determined by the Apoſtles at 
Jeruſalem, and the entire freedom. of the 
Gentiles from all obligation to the Jewiſh, 
rites, had been clearly, and authoritatively 
confirmed by that Apoſtolical decree. But 
ve find this pernicious doctrine was. ſtill 


propagated , 


3 $ERMON it. 


propagated, and prevailed, by the force of 


| prejudice; in ppi to that ample dexi- 
fion ; for the zealots, aſter the law had al- 


moſt ſucceeded in perſuading the Galatian 
Proſelytes to renounce the liberty with 
which Chriſt had made them free, and 


tempted thoſe deluded Chriſtians to ſuhmit 


to the yoke of circumciſion, and ſo to ſtand 


engaged for the whole entire obſervance of 


that burdenſome diſpenſation. But St. 
Paul, truly ſenſible of the danger and ſlavery 
of chis corrupt doctrine, perſuaded of its 


utter inconſiſtence with the Chriſtian reli- 


gion, and duly apprehenſive of its ſubver- 
five conſequences, maintains, with a noble 


_ 2eal, directed by knowledge, the Perfect 


freedom of the goſpel; and, for che plain 


conviction of both Jew and Gentile, the 
Apoſtle proves the Taw was only intended, 
in the original of its deſign, as an introdue- 


tion and preparation to bring the Jews to 


Chriſt, and which was therefore to ceaſe, 
when the true intention was once ful an- 
ſwered/ This ſtate is "aptly illuſtrated by 
oy — infanes oF a z young heir, 'who 

it er ag; continues 
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continues under the tate and dire bh of 
guardians hd truſtees during his finerity, 

till the time ſimited by the will of kis father 
is mel Even ſo we, . 
tion, when we were children, were don 
dage, under the elements of the world. But 
when the fulneſs of the- nne wan eme. 
e de e e 40857 


Ai are 2¹ 531. w 4 vw £84 we ol ble - 


4 „be tent I think, recommends to our 
notice, 65535705 "20 i 411 n 


1 "The; goodnels and mercy. of. God jn 
1275 105 us at. 1. Which! is yet more l- 
luſtrated. i in che charactet and eminence of 
the Mition; God lent forth his Sen, But 
this 1 mercy and goodneſs will more. . 
appear, if we es the next Me 


* The propriety, — ſcaſonablenefs_ of 
the particular criſis; for the fitneſs of "4 
meſſage is evident i in the choice of the per- 
ſon, and preference of the moſt proper ſea- 
ſon : But when the fulncſs of the time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son. And chis 


will lead me to conclude, 
III. Wich 


2 advantage and honour of the Chriſhiag reli» 
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m. Win Gene, die dane ta 
of the truth, to the peculiar 


Sion. And, firſt, the goodneſ and merey 
| of Gad merits..our. due notice and thank- 
| fulneſa, in ſending. at all, "ot Nan in ; 
ſending his Sn. G27 
Man, we believe, and are ed by re · 
velation, was created innocent, with a per- 
ſection ſuitec te his primitive ſtate and na- 
ture. In this ſtate of perfection ther& was 
undoubtedly a ſubordination of faculties, a 
juſt balanre of the inferior appetites to the 


direction of the ſuperior powers. . In theſe 


eeilrcumſtances, our firſt parents were capable 


of continuing in their innocence, but, as 
they were alſo free, they might fotfeit their 
integrity, from a wilful abuſe of that liberty. 
Actordingly, we know Gdd thought fit to 
make the trial by an awful prohibition, Not 
to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil ; and, in order to ſecure a dutiful 
allegiance, there was added an affurance of 
death upon their diſobediehce ;=<Iri the day 
mou eateſt —_— chou ſhalt ſurely die 
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But the event proved, that the detlres Pe. 

nalty was ineffectual; for the ſerpent. by 
ſabtle infinuations, beguiled Eve, who pre- 
vailed with lla to eat of the forbiddew 
fruit; and ttanigreſs the poſitive commant 
of God; and by this tranſgreſſion ſin en- 
tered into the world, and death by fin} 
and, tho“ the ptihiſhment was not inime- 
duately inflicted, yet it was only fufpended, 
and the cafe of Adatn and Eve, after they 
had h contracted the guilt, may be, in 
fone 'meaſure; illuſtrated by che condition 
of i'ctiminal, in the interval between his 
ſentence and execution. With this con- 
ſelouftreſs of guile, the fearful expectation 


or apptehenſton of God's righteous judge 


ment was juſt and natural; and there could 
be little reaſon for them to expect pardon, 
and much leſs to hope the recovery of hu- 
man nature. But fotgiveneſs and reconci- 
liation, upon any terms, muſt appear, in a 
due eſtimate, a fingular act of God's great 
goodneſs, and an extraordinary manifeſta- 


tion of infinite mercy to fallen man. Ac- 


at the pegs of mankind were not 
only 


25 modated to. the reſpective ages and ſtates 


only comfarted, before the ſentence of mo- 
tality was pronounced, with an unexpected 
mitigation and abatement | of the puniſhment, 
threatened ;, but they were ſeaſonably en- 
' couraged with the enlivening promiſę of, a 
complete triumph oyer the great Decei er, 
when God ,youchſafed to declare, that, the 
ſeedof che woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
hw. And in this moſt comfortable aſſu - 
rance vie are to gbſerve, that God, in the. 
midſt, or gather before, judgment, remem- 
FF 
this time commenced the expectation of a 
Redeemer, grounded on that firlt declaration, 
which, was perpetuated, opened, and in- 
creaſed, by, ſueceeding revelations, at lud 
dry times, and in, divers manners, accom- 


of the world. For God. not only revived. 
our firſt” parents with the promiſe. of a Sa- 
vigur, but continued to exemplify bis good- 
neſs in the call of Abraham, and in giving 

the law by! Moſes, when the Iſraelites vers 
grown numerous, and become an incorpo- 
* people When he raiſed up a Wa 
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non of prophets for their reformation, and 


preſerved and enlivened the general expec- 
tation, by circumſtantial prophecies of the 
wonderful conception, and remarkable birth 
of the Redeemer, with the ſpecial deſigna- 


tion of the preciſe time, and particular 


place of appearance, Theſe gradual inter- 
politions were gracious diſpenſations of the 


Divine goodneſs, and previous introductions 


to a complete revelation. For the word 
of prophecy continued ſure, and was as a 
light ſhining in a dark place, until the day 
dawned, and the day · ſtar aroſe. But, be- 
cauſe theſe notices were neglected, and the 
prophets of theſe mereiſul overtures were 
rejected and deſtroyed, God laſt of all de- 
termined to ſend his Son, with the juſt ex- 
pectation of a proportianable reverence. 
For this laſt miſſion was the utmoſt effort 
of divine love, and a glorious diſplay of in- 
finite mercy, when grace and truth came 
by Jeſus Chriſt. And in this illuſtrious dit- 
penſation was manifeſted the love of Ged 


towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only 


begotten Son into the world; and, agree- 


_ 
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x 
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fore the world was. And there is abun- 
dant reaſon for what he aſſerts, becauſe all 
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able to this. endearing. 8 we 


have St. Paul's aflurance, that the good tis 


dings of univerſal joy were communicated 


and revealed, by a perſon of ſuperlative 


| . - Eminence, and unparallelled - diſtinQion, 


for the A poſtle obſerves, and ſpecifies, with 
2 peculiar emphaſis, and ſeeming triumph, 
that God ſent forth bis San; which emi- 
nence and diſtinction are, however, . re» 
markably dropped by a late celebrated and 
admired. preacher on this text, as inconſiſt- 
ent with his principles. But St. Paul, who 
was an inſpired Apoſtle, it is certain, thought 


the ſuper- eminent character required a pe- 


culiar note of diſtinction, and aſſerts the 
dignity of the Son ; I may therefore add, 


as a full confirmation of the above, our 


Lord's expreſs claim, who particularly de- 
clared to the Jews, Before Abraham was, 

Lam; for in this diſtinguiſhed ſenſe, the 
Son himſelf had glory with the Father be- 


things were made by him, and · without him 
was Oe apy thing made that was made. 
. For 
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For in the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God, by whom the worlds were made. 
And the ſame, who was in the beginning» 
is ſtiled The brightneſs of God's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon. Our Lord 
therefore is much better than the angels, 


| becauſe God has proclaimed him his Son, 


and commanded all the angels to worſhip 
him, in the direct appellation of Gad, when 
the Apoſtle aſcribes to the Son the moſt 
extenſive and unlimitted dominion with God 


the Father. But how inconceivably is God's 


goodneſs: exalted, for the exceeding riches. 
of his grace? and how ought all men to 
honour the Son as they honour the Father, 
when: they believe the Word was made 


fleſh, when they know this Son bowed the 
| heavens and came down, and, for our fal- 


vation, did not ſcorn the Virgin's'womb ? 
And without controverſy, great was the 


myſtery of godlineſs, God was manifeſted 
in the fleſh. 


And this amazing ſcene con- 
tinues ſtill to afford abundant matter of joy 
n n comemplation to the angels 
D 2 N them- 


5 5 * 7 
e 


36 SERMON, 1. 
themſelves,” But God's goodneſs: and ** | 
are not only evident in the character and 
eminence of the only begotten 8on, but the 
time of his advent deſerves our due notice, 
and requires a particular conſideration, 
which is the ſubject of our ſecond enquiry, 
viz. The propriety and criſis of his appear- 
ance.— When the fulneſs of the time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son. 

When we reflect on the infinite wiſdom 
of the great Governor of the world, there 
can be no doubt, but that the choice of the 
inſtruments, and preference of the moſt 
proper ſeaſon, are conſtantly obſerved in all 
his tranſactions. But the knowledge of his 
diſpenſations muſt frequently prove an at- 
tainment too great for us; becauſe. thoſe 
times and ſeaſons, of future events, which 
God has put in his own power, are moſt 
certainly inſcrutable to men. But, when 
the obſcurity of any fact is cleared by the 
accompliſhment, and the certainty authen- 
tically confirmed by a concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances, we may ſee and acknowledge 
the l of divine wiſdom from the firſt 


opening 
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opening to the perfect conſummation by 
gradual advances, without any imputation 
of arrogance in the diſcovery and right ſenſe 
of ſo marvellous a. loving kindneſs. /, And 
here of the Son the expectation was at firſt 
raiſed by the general promiſe of the ſeed of 
the woman, and ſeems to have been illuſ- 
trated by the probable inſtitution and ac- 
ceptance of ſacritices, which derived their 
virtue and efficacy from the being typical 
of the great attonement to be once made. 
This faith in God's promiſe was ſufficient in. 
the infancy of the world, and adapted to 
the firſt age by the length of men's lives 
before the flood; and the practice of ſacri- 
ficing contributed, as a lively memorial to 
continue the firm perſuaſion. For while 
the firſt parents of mankind were alive, the 
truth of the promiſe could immediately be 
diſcovered ; the origin of ſacrifices made 
known; and the conveyance to the deluge 
be aſcertained without difficulty. But after 
the flood, when the remembrance of that 
ſignal vengeance muſt make a ſenſible im- 
- — it is hardly credible there ſhould 
— D 3 Is 
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bo any great danger of apuſtacy z and we 
may be ſure Noah, who was a preacher of 
righteouſneſs, would interpoſe the moſt 
ſeaſonable inſtructions, and urge the moſt 
powerful motives to prevent a relapſe. 
And, as there was by the viſible marks of 
that deſolation abundant reaſon to ſtand in 
awe and ſin not, the grant of animal food 
was given, murder prohibited by the ne- 
ceffiry penalty of death, and they were 
aſſured for their comfort and encourage 
ment ſuitable to the circumſtances of the 
new world, that the waters e not * 
more cover the earth. 

But when the "ER of aba 
degan to appear, the call of Abraham ſuc- 
ceeded to give a check to the increaſe, and 
to put a ſtop to the growing evil. For 
Abraham being the father of the faithful, 
the promiſe was in this period appropriated 
more particularly to him and his family, 
when he received an affurance, that in his 
feed all the kindreds of the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed. But in proceſs of time his venerable 
© was — and his inſtructions 


were 
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were neglected. Therefore, when former 
revelations failed of ſutceſs and the danger 
of a ſpreading infection became epidemical, 
there was reaſon to apprehend, groſs dark - 
neſs was likely to cover the people. God at 
this jundtore interpoſed and gave a written 
Jaw for the better ſecutity of religion to the 
people of Iſrael. And this economy is 
confidered and will be always eſteemed by 
the ableſt jadges, a diſpenſation worthy of 
God's feaſonable interpoſition. For the 


law of Moſes proved a fence to the en- 


ctoachments, when regarded, and the 


types were the ſhadows of the good things 


to come, which anſwered in the courſe of 
Providence his intention, and were made 
ſubfervient, for the reception of that auguſt 


diſpenſation in its proper and appointed ſea- 


fon. For St. Paul has confirmed the juſtice 
of this repreſentation in declaring the la- 
of Moſes, which was to be done away, 
glorious, in its delivery, deſign, and uſe. 
And the Jews had a fingular advantage in 
being guardians of the oracles, and promi ſe 
of God, For their jourmies, ſojournings, 

. | D 4 miraculous 
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miraculous deliverance, and Gardement i in 
the land of Canaan procured them reverence 
in Egypt, and with the neighbouring na» 
tions; and at the ſame time had a ſpecial 
tendency to ſpread the increaſing: expecta- 
tion. But I may add, that their ſucceſs 
and misfortunes, their proſperity and ad- 
yerſity proved a bleſſing to the world, and 
under the direction of the ſame Providence, 
eonduced to the promotion of the uniform 
plan. For the victorious reign of David, 
and the peaceable one of Solomon, whoſe. 
fame and wiſdom were the admiration of 
"that age, and well known even in remote 
parts of the world, muſt have raiſed cheic 
credit and reputation to the higheſt degree 
of honour ; and this renown mpy be pre- 
ſamed to have excited a ſpirit of enquiry 
and curioſity to know the laws and opinions 
of this celebrated nation in its full glory. 
Their flouriſhing late makes this notion 
ſufficiently credible, and very natural. But 
it is no leſs certain their captivities upon 
88 thee decay and ruin, which were deſerved 
puniſhments, became eventual acts of mer- 
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ey to the Gentile world, and would na- 
turally awaken their attention, and engage 
a deliberate conſideration. And to this 


examination the edicts of Cyrus for their 


return to Jeruſalem, and the confirmation 
enlarged by the, ſucceeding emperors for 


their. reſtoration, with the grant of exemp- 
tions and immunities by Alexander the 


Great, occaſioned. by the inſpection of the 


prophecies, may be deemed. very juſtly, a 


ſucceſſive means, conduciye to propagate the 


evailing notion. But the tranſlation of 


the Bible ſoon after by the expreſs order of 


one of the kings, his ſucceſſor, into Greek, 

which was the general and polite language 
of that age, rendered the expectation uni- 
yerſal; and concurred fully to eſtabliſh its 
certain credit by an eaſy view and know- 
ledge of the ancient records. For, after 
this tranſlation, we find two celebrated 
Roman hiſtorians mentioning the expecta- 
tion as a common opinion, which was en- 
tertained and belieyed without doubt, in 

all the eaſtern part of the world. Add to 
hips. as introductory to the completion of 
that 


fiuggeſt further, that the criſis was in itſelf 
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that excellent plan; the © inefficacy of phi- 
loſophy to reclaim the corruptions of the 
world after all its improvements, and if 
you obferve Socrates remarkable hope of 
the near approach of ſome divine teacher 
for a certain guide in matters of religion. 
And you will hence ſee the world not only 
was in expectation, but bettet prepared by . 
theſe atvantes and a confcioufneſs of the = 
viſible and great impottance. But I may 


the moſt fir and feaforrable, when the world 
enjoyed a profound peace. For this ad- 
vantage afforded leiſure to conſider the 
merits and credibility of any new ſcheme ; 
and the extent of the Roman empire open- 
ed a free and certain cortefpondence for the 
knowfedge of facts, and the fatisfatory 
atteſtation. But, if you ftilf obferve, that 
age or period of time was diftinguithed for . 
the utmoſt refinements in politics, for a 
greater proficiency in learning than all the = 
preceding: eminent for judgment, pene- 
tration, ſagacity, and an inquiſitive ſpirit 
bf cutiokry, this juncture will appear the 
N fitteſt, 
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| fitteſt ſeaſon to examine ſtrictly the pre- 
' tenſions, and canvaſs the credentials of the 
Meſſiah. And what ſtill proves it more fo, 


perſons were never leſs diſpoſed to receive 


any reformation, with an implicit credulity, 
and an irrational faith. Theſe circum- 
ſtances therefore concur, and amply mani- 


feſt to all candid enquirers and impartial : 


lovers: of trath, that when the fulneſs of the 


time was come God ſent forth his Son, - 


And this concurrence of facts wil authorize 
us to conclude. | . 


III. With * ſuitable. inferences in 
eee of the truth, and to the ad- 
vantage and honour of the Chriſtian reli- 


gion. 


the very time and manner of the appear- 
ance, in recommendation of the Chriſtian 


cauſe. 2, The preaching of the goſpel was 
begun in the moſt enlightened, inquiſitive 


age, and opened and eſtabliſhed in the moft 
public and authentic manner. For this 
thing was not done in a corner. This pub- 

l cation 


een from 
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neation therefore is, a juſt preſumption, 
and corivincing evidence of its undoubted 
truth, and it was a challenge and call to 
the intereſting trial and examination of that 
light, which came into the world. But if 
we conſider the known character of the 
firſt preachers, who were before remarkable 
for their ſimplicity and want of learning, 
we ſhall ſtill infer a greater confirmation of 
out faith. For the Apoſtles when filled with 
the Holy 'Ghott, began to ſpeak with 
| tongues, as the ſpirit gave them utterance 
to the aſtoniſhment of all perſons preſent 
from every nation under heaven, who 
owned on the ſpot, We do hear them ſpeak” 
in out tongues” the wonderful works of 
God. This unanimous acknowledgement 
was an unpremeditated, and I may add, an 
_ extorted ſuffrage to its immediate credit. 
But Jeſus Chriſt was further approved by 
God with the public demonſtration of 
miracles, and wonders, and figns. © Ac- 
cordingly the ſucceſs of the firſt Sermon 
was no leſs than three thoufand "fouls. 
And as their converſions increafed, and the 
Apoſtles 
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Apottes proceeded in drawing all men to 


Chriſt, the Jews jealouſy was alarmed, and 
they endeavoured to ſuppreſs that growing 
doctrine, which they could neither contra- 
dict nor confute - by a ſtrict charge not to 
ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus. 
This prohibition was an indirect acknow- 


ledgement, that there was no exception to 


chriſtianity, and was alſo an additional argu- 


"ment to its advantage. But when even the 


exerciſe of rigour and ſeverity of outrage 
and perſecution, death and deſtruction was 


exerted to extirpate it, the word of God 
grew and multiplied. For the reſtleſs ſpirit 
of deſolation ſpread, and the unbelieving 
"Jews ſtirred up the Gentiles and made their 
minds evil affected againſt the brethren, 


and the perſecution with this falſe zeal was 
carried to ſtrange cities. The concurrence 


then became general; and Jew and Gentile 
conſpired with united efforts to compleat 
Its utter ruin. But theſe diſtreſſes had a 
quite contrary effect, ſo mightily grew the 
word of God and prevailed. For it pleaſed 


God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to con- 
found 
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found the wiſe, becauſe the fooliſhneſs. of 

God is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs 

of God is ſtronger than men. And thus 

the kingdoms of this world became the 
| kingdoms of Chriſt, and the nations were 
converted,” without violence, or force, by 
the purity and ſanctity of the goſpel, in 
oppoſition to their inveterate vices, and in 
.- defiance to the malice and rage of men and 
. Yevils, - And how exceedingly natural is it 
to infer to the honour of our holy religion, 
when the preaching was not with the en- 
ticing words of man's wiſdom that our 
faith ſucceeded, triumphant, and ſtands 
not in the wiſdom of men, but in the 
power of God. For the preaching of the 
goſpel was in demonſtration of the ſpirit, 
and of power; and Chriſt is, both to con- 
verted Jews and Greeks, the power of 
God and the wiſdom of God. 

I Vill only add, in the concluGon, for 
our. encouragement to the like practice, 
that, if we ate as careful to obſerve this 
truth, for this purpoſe the Son of God was 
* ; that he might deſtroy the 
| works 
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works of the devil, we ſhould then be 
equally ſolicitous to let our converſation be, 
as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt. And 


the ſame exemplarineſs of life and manners 


would, it may be juſtly hoped, with the 
concurrence of God's grace, recover and 
evidence the power of our holy religion; 


- and its efficacy would then appear in the 


converſion of ſinners. For when the light 
of the glorious goſpel ſhines befare men we 
may very reaſonably expect the certain 
laving effect ſhould be glory to God in the 
higheſt, and on earth peace, good-will 
towards men, And God of his infinite 
mercy grant it may have this' ſpeedy and 
univerſal influence for his Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
lake, 1 


-- 


Preached at St. Mary's, in 
Oxford, October 15, 1758. 
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_ MarTTH. Chap. VI, Ver. 33. 


But ſeek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his 
righteouſneſs, and all theſe ag ſhall be 
added unto you. — | 


N theſe WY our bleſſed Lord has di- 

rected us in the choice, and regulated 
the purſuit of our preſent and future happi- 
neſs. The kingdom of God and his righ- 
teouſneſs are, as they ought, being of the 
moſt intereſting concern, to have the pre- 
ference to the things of the world, upon a 
right eſtimate of their reſpective value. 
And our Lord, who beft knew 'this, re- 
« , quires 
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quires us to manifeſt the wiſdom of a ſound 
judgment in giving the preference, where - 
it is indiſputably due, upon a competition, 
viz. to objects and things the moſt durable 
and laſting, For the things of this world 
are evidently of a precarious tenure' and 
tranſient nature in the moſt deſirable cir- 
cumſtance; but the overture of happineſs 
in the world to come, propoſed under the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, is 
not only an attainable but an eternal ſtate 
of happineſs : the certainty and ſecurity of 
this complete felicity is therefore a ſufficient 
motive for us to make the wiſeſt choice, 
even if though there was no promiſe that 
the things of the world, that is, the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, ſhould be added unto us. 
But theſe were promiſed to the Apoſtles, 
when the words were immediately addreſſed 
to them, and were underſtood in the ſtrict 
and literal ſenſe. - For they who left all 
and followed Chriſt, had this expreſs aſ- 
ſurance from him, and could therefore 
with confidence rely on the care of his pro- 
* 87 we have a remark+ 
able 
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able inſtaboe in the with ; — I of st. 
Matthew who is known to have renounced 
a life of caſe and affluence, and left a lu- 
crative employment to follow our Lord, in 
a firm reliance on his Providential goodneſs. 
But the advice of Chriſt in the text is ap - 
plicable to all ſucceeding Chriſtians in every 
age, to make the things of the world a 
purſuit ſubordinate to their more eligible, 
and beſt intereſt, For a neceſſary ſupply. 
of thoſe wants implies the exerciſe of an 
honeſt diligence in the attainment ; and 
the reaſonable ſucceſs—upon-a truſt in God 
for his bleſſings, may be juſtly expected, 
if we reſolve to be content with that por- 
tion, which it ſhall pleaſe God to allot us 
in the way of righteouſneſs. In this right 
uſe and application of the words conſiſts 
the true wiſdom of making God's approba- 
tion our firſt choice : and if this is our con- 
ſtant practice, we may ſecurely reſt on his 
fpecial promiſe for all the ſuitable requiſites 
of life. But, as this duty is expreſt by the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 'F 
ſhall firſt explain the import, or meaning 
E 2 «> i% 


due conſideration of this remark with reſpect | 
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| of the words, and aſſign the reaſons für 


- giving them ue A to Sn | 
| things. & *Ti4 5 ö 


II. se 1 call ads ths 
wiſdom of this becoming practice from 
whatour Lord thought fit by ſtriking and 
familiar inſtances, to ſuggeſt to our notice, 
in order to prevent too great a ſolicitude 
for the things of this world, and which 
appeat evidently confirmed by the example 
of St. Matthews meriting our 1mitation. 
Issam, firſt to explain the import or mean- 

ing of the words. The kingdom of God 

and his righteouſneſs are evidently ſcripture 

phraſes, and, in order to have a clear no- 
tion of the true meaning. We muſt have 
tecourſe to the ſacred writings to diſcover: 
what idea theſe words are intended to con- 
vey, as there uſed, and applied. In ſcrip- 
ture we frequently meet with expreſſions 
of different mode which ſeem to mean, 
and do often ſignify the ſame thing. A 


to the ſcope, deſign, and occaſion of ſuch 
7 — Ltgs aſcertain 
| the 
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| the true and determinate. ſenſe. Accord» 
ingly the kingdom of God, —of Chriſt, 
and of Heaven, mentioned in the New 
Teſtamen t, ate phraſes, different in ſound, 
but in fat ſynonomous terms, and various 
methods of expreſſion deſigned to inculcate 
one and the ſame thing, Of this we ſhall 
have no reaſon to doubt, when. we obſerve 
this application made by St. Matthew in 
his . goſpel, Chap. IV. v. 23. And Jeſus 
went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
ſynagogues, and preaching the goſpel of 
the kingdom, that is the Chriſtian religion 
which was one part of his office, and 
deſign of coming into the world. And our 
Lord in the ſame goſpel, ſpeaking of that 
divine power by which he caſt out devils, 

ſays, in a confutation of the charge of the 
Phariſees, Math, Chap. XII. v. 28. If I caſt 
out devils by the Spirit of Ged, then the 
kingdom of God is come unto you. For, 
if this ſuperiority and dominion are the un- 
doubted effects of God's immediate power z 
you can't deny that this ſupremacy affords 
an evident and ſenſible conyiction, that! 

"+3 am 
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am ſent from God for the propagation, and 
eſtabliſhment of his true teligion. And 
again, our Saviour ſays, in this goſpel, to 
his diſciples, unto you it is given to know 
the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
but to them it is not given, By the King- 
dom of heaven is plainly meant, in this 
text, the ſame that the kingdom of God is 
Intended to fignify i in thoſe texts, which 1 
have produced to explain the proper ſenſe x 
of the kingdom of God, or of Chriſt. For 
by the kingdom of heaven is intimated the 
ſtate and condition of the goſpel, which | 
was fully explained to the diſciples, who 
were doubtleſs.” diſpoſed to receive thoſe 
good tidings of falvation, as being more 
diſengaged from the power and influence of 
prejudice. To theſe texts from St. Mat- 
' thew, it may not be improper to add the 
authority of St. Mark. Now after that 
John was caſt into priſon, Jeſus' came into 
_ Galilee preaching the goſpel of the kingdom 
of God, By this phraſe the doctrine of the 
| goſpel is evidently intended; and for the 
POE of which, John the Baptiſt had 
| been 
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been all along employed, to prepare man- 


ficient reaſon to conclude the kingdom of 
God and of Chriſt, and the kingdom of 
Heaven, mean the ſtate and approaching 
eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian religion, 
which was then gradually opening to the 
world.—PBut this notion is by no means in- 
conſiſtant with that final conſummation in 
| bliſs, in a future ſtate of glory, by which 
the kingdom of God is expreſt in other 
parts of ſcripture. For the goſpel, or 
Chriſtian religion coincides with the idea 
of that more glorious kingdom in the world 
to come, as it conducts Chriſtians in the 

way to life everlaſting, and is evidently de- - 
ſigned to prepare, and finally inſtate them 

by the practice of univerſal righteouſneſs, in 
that conſummate and endleſs perfection of 
Happineſs. But the words of the text are 
to be underſtood of the knowledge and 
practice of religion from the manger and 
order of the things recommended to our 
notice, and from their intrinſic worth and 
excellency. The beſt and moſt durable 
54 objects 


kind. From theſe authorities there is ſuf= 
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* 
objects have in out Lord's, as they onght 
to have, in our eſtĩimate, the Pprecedency, 
And the neceſſaries and conyenicncies of 
life, as meat, drink and cloathing, are to 
be eſteemed in a due. ſubordination. to our 
moſt valuable, and... permanent. intereſt, 
For theſe tranſitory things are ſubſervient to 
the ſupport of the exigencies of our preſent 
| frail ſtate. The excluſion therefore of 
theſe objects, while we are in the body, is 
impoſſibe, for the cravings and wants of 
| human nature prove the reaſonableneſs. and 
manifeſt the wiſdom of a proper attention 
to theſe ſubordinate and neceſſary things. 
And the affeQation of contempt, or neg- 
lect, evidences the folly of enthuſiaſm: it 
is in fact a plain contradiction to our Lord's 
advice, who only requires the reaſonable 
and comparative preference upon every 
competition — and our Saviour, as he knew 
their lawfulneſs and uſe, has regulated the 
| purſuit of them to their due order and de- 
gree, by an expreſs aſſurance ↄf this ad- 
ditional ſurplus. But ſeek ye firſt the king- 
"9 of God and his e and all 
3 theſe 
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_ theſs things ſhall be added unto you. The 
meaning of the kingdom of God being thus 
fixed, it may not be improper: to explain 
what we are to underſtand by his r:ghteouſ- 
ni. God's righteouſneſs can never be 
ſuppoſed to mean the particular virtue of 
'ce,-10 oppoſition . to any other virtue, 
but. moral obedience, to all the laws of re- 
ligion, which is no meanattainment in any 
diſciple of Chriſt, but that progreſſive im- 
provement which will make us, by a right 
uſe of the ſcrĩptures - perfect and furniſhed 
unto every good work. For in other parts 
of ſcripture righteouſneſs frequently implies 
univerſal righteouſneſs, or moral obedience, 
And in proof of this extenſive righteouſneſs | 
ſo eminently required by aur Saviour in the 
text, I need only add What he has declared, 
without any exception whatever, that we 
muſt obey the whole moral law, and per- 
form all the duties of the goſpel, if we in- 
deed hope, and expect to be ſaved. For, 
1 ſay unto you, that except your righteouſ- 
nel exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Fhariſees, which was no more than a 
preciſe, 
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Preciſe, e, formal obſervance of rites and cere- 
monies ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven. The next inquiry 
therefore is into the reaſon, why we are 
required to give to _ this Nays 9 
ference. A* 

And it may Juſtly be obſerved in the 
common eſtimate of the ſober and judicious 
5 part of mankind that every thing is prized 

in proportion. to it's known worth and du- 
ration thoſe things being really moſt va- 
luable in themſelves, and generally reputed i 
ſo, which are moſt durable and laſting. 
Accordingly, things frail, periſhing and 
tranſient, or of an uncertain tenure, are but 
little eſteemed by wiſe men upon an eſti- 
mate with things of greater excellency and 
duration. For it is perpetuity of enjoy- 
ment, which enhances the true value. And 
this perſuaſion of the fleeting nature of 
temporary poſſeſſions and enjoyments is an 


3 inſtructive admonition how we ought to 


proportion our eſteem and loye for the 
world and the things of it, which are of 
| | ſhort 
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mort continvainde, and whe if: they'd 
not make themſelves wings and fly away, 
we muſt ſhortly leave by the unavoidable | 
laws of our common mortality, and perhaps 
in the moſt flouriſhing, and hopeful con- 
dition. of proſperity. This uncertainty is 
an uſeful inſtruction to teach us the true 
wiſdom of conſidering them as the con- 
veniencies and comforts of life, during our 
abode, as ſojourners on earth, and fo to be 
regarded only as neceſſary accommodations 
in our paſſage and purſuit of à better life. 
For which reafon we are cautioned to paſs 
the time of our ſojoutning here in fear and 
never to over-rate” theſe, advantages, or to 
confider them as the foundation of a fixed 
and permanent happinef. If we have this 
juſt ſenſe of things we ſhall be careful ſo to 
ulſe this world, as never to abuſe it, and 
we may ſo pafs through things temporal, as 
not finally to fail of things eternal, Such a 
right eſtimate will prevent an exceſſive 
anxiety after the conveniencies of this life, 
and will reduce theſe prudential purſuits to a 
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. conſiſtent; preference of a liſe of glory and 
immortality in the world to come. This 
happy diſpoſition is what the Chriſtian re- 
ligion plainly requires, and neither allows 
nor wurrants an affectation of indifference 


der inſenſbility to the bounties of Provi- 


dence, when they may be procured with 


_ Innocence, and enjoyed by God's blefling 


don an honeſt induſtry, without ſin. For 
though ĩt is true that the kingdom of God, 
or the Chtiſlian religion, princi ipaltly con- 
Gſts in "riphteouſneſs,” peace and joy in the 
Holy: Ghoſt. And he, that in theſe things 
erveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and 
approved of men. We may ſtill act con- 
ſiſtently in giving the due preference, if we 
| vo not ia the mean time forget, that godli- 

peſz has the promiſe of this fe, as well as 
that which i is to come. His providence; gives 
men all things richly to enjoy. But ſeek 
ye Hrſt the kingdom of God and his righte- 
ouſheſs,- and all thele things {ball be added 
onto you. And this conſideration leads us 
in the ſecond place to recommend the wiſ- 
dom and reaſonableneſs of this becoming 
& 07 Nint. OL GEL practice 
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practice from the example, and conduct of: 
St. Matthew, as deſerving our ĩmitation. 
But, to obviate all miſapprehenſion, in 
reſpect of ſeeking, firſt the kiugdom of God 
and. his righteouſneſs, it is fit to obſer vey 
that what is ſometimes, though falſely called 
a religious life, or a life wholly ſpent in 
continued acts of devotion is not thete ro- 
- comended to the practice of Chriſtians. 
For the ſtation and circumſtances of much 
the greater part of mankind render ſuch a 
ſcheme utterly impracticable. And perſons 


their bread by their daily labour; Some 


buſineſs or employment neceſſity will oblige 


ſuch perſons to follow, in order to provide 
for themſelves, their families and depen- 
dents. And, if "Chriſtians are not placed 
in a ſtation above want, their indigence 
will demand with the returns of each day, 
an attendance on that profeſſion of life, to 
which they have been bred, for their ne- 
ceſſary ſupport. In this ſituation a provi- 
ſion of meat, drink and-cloathing, i. e. of 
neceſſaries will engroſs a great part, if not 
; | the 


and ſound religion are with the command 


@ 6 1 R MON It. 


the whole, of their time, and fo prove an 
unavoidable avocation, and introduce an ab- 
ſolute incapacity for that rigid obſervance 
of the ſeverl acts of prayer, and devotion, - 

which have been preſt and inculcated, as; 


the ſum and ſubſtance of true religion 


whith miſtaken piety many honeſt well- 
meaning Chriſtains have been impoſed upon, 


and miſlead; and inſtead of relying on 


Providence for bleſſings on their diligence 


and induſtry; have unwarrantably tempted: 


God by a vain preſumption of ſome ſpecial 


interpoſition, and have deſerted their ſta- 
tions and neglected their proper callings, in 


which they might have lived a Chriſtian life 


with eaſe and comfort here, and with the 
joyful expectation of certain happineſs hete- 


after: the frequent conſequence of ſuch 


deluſion in this life has been poverty, beg- 


gary, and the utmoſt diftreſs—and what 
is. till worſe deſpair, diſtruction, and 
ſuicide, upon the diſappointment of this 
vain hope. And, I fay, how contradictory 
and irreconcileable theſe pretences to pure 


of 
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of our Lord in the text, and with the in- 
junction of the Apoſtle,--for every Chriſtian 
to abide in the ſtate in which be is called. 
For though devotion and prayer are un- 
doubtedly Chriſtian duties, yet they are to 
be conſidered, not as the whole, but a part 
of duty, and are ſtyled the religion of the 
means and every good Chriſtian is under 
indiſpenſible obligation to obſerve theſe 
means, as he has opportunity, and his cir= 
cumſtances will allow. And accordingly 
they arepreſcribed, as means only in ſcrip- 
ture, neceſſary indeed, and inſtrumental to 
fit us for the diſcharge of our whole duty. 
But the Chriſtian religion is of a more com- 
prehenſive extent; is a univerſal and com- 
plete ſyſtem of duties, reſpecting God and 
man — and is comprized in this brief ſum- 
mary, to live Godly righteouſneſs, and ſo- 
berly in this preſent life. And the neceſſity 
of univerſal obedience to each reſpective 
branch of our duty, which is what our Sa- 
viour requires, by firſt ſeeking the kingdom 
and his righteouſneſs, is enforced by the 
awful ſanction of rewards and puniſhments 


compliance with his command. 


% $ERMO'N' m. 


of an eternal duration, and with an expreſs 
promiſe from our bleſſed Saviour of a ſup- 
pPrly of all things eee a careful 


I ſhall therefore proceed to ſpiniſy-che- | 
| reaſons for our encouragement to this prac- 
tice; and which are aſſigned by Chriſt to 
be a firm truſt and confidence in the care 
of Providence. And the inſtances our Sa- 
viour urges are ſtriking and familiar, as he 
makes a direct appeal to men's fenſes; and 
every one, who has but his common un- 
derſtanding, when his attention is once 
awakened, muſt ſee, and acknowledge the 
force and evidence of theſe reaſons; for 
they are, when impartially conſidered, free 
from any juſt exception, And ſince they 
are ſo concluſive, the more abſtruſe argu- 


ments may be very well ſpared, and we 


need only take a review of, our Lord's rea- 
ſons for ample ſatisfaction in this point. 
And the firſt and immediate application 
which our Lord makes in order to deter- 
mine a wiſe preference, may be ſeen in 
this appeal--Is not the life — an 
| and 
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und the body than raiment ? If God then 
by an act of his free bounty firſt gave yon 
life, you can have little reafon to doubt, 
but that the ſame Divine goodneſs will not 
Hail to furniſh you with all neceſſary ſup- 
plies. For liſe, it muſt be owned, is the 
greater gift, and yet the preſent frame and 
conſtitution of human nature require not 
only nouriſhment for the ſapport and pre- 
ſervation ; but raiment, for the protection 
and fecurity of life, meat and drink to ſup- 
port and nourifh- the body, and cloaths to 
guard and fence it againft heat and cold— 
the injuries of weather and inclemency of 
\ ſeaſons. And therefore, as life is more 
than meat, and the body than raiment, this 
appeal amounts to this that all manner of 
diffidence with reſpect to the proviſions of 
life is moſt unreaſonable, and as a full 
proof that there will be an undoubted ſup- 
ply of theſe accommodations, becauſe ne- 
ceſſary in the preſent ſtate of mortality. 
And our Lord for a ſtill more ſatisfactory 
conviction of the greater care of Providence 

F direQs 
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dirs. our eyes and thoughts to the pro- 
viſion mavifeſted-in the preſeryation of the 
fowls, of ithe air-and the animal part of the 


Creation, much inferior to man. - Behold 


the fowls of the air ! for they ſow not, 
Neither do they teap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly father feedeth them. 


Ate ye not much better than they? For 


the care of the creature is, in fact, an in- 

ſtance of God's concern for man's preſerva- 
tion, as a far nobler and ſuperior being. 
But, in order to obviate all doubt, our Lord 
has declared, that the figure, ſtature, and 


proportion of out bodies, and providing for 
them, ſerve only as marks of diſtinction 


between man and man, and that theſe in- 


ferior circumſtances are ordered and deter- 
mined by the conſtant ſuperintendence of 


an over-ruling Providence. For which of 
you by taking thought can add one cubit t to 
his ſtature? - 

And the "lame appeal is made, by our 
"Lord, in order to, prevent and ſuppreſs all 
Bogen . for  cloathing. And 
why 
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why take ye thought, ſays our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, for raiment ? Conſider the lillies of 
the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they ſpin: And yet I fay unto 
you, that Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of theſe.--If God ſo cloaths 
the flowers of the field with that incompa- 
fable elegance of drels embelliſhed with | 
that inimitable beauty and rich variety of 
colours, and ſhall he not much more cloath 
us? The inference is certainly juſt, and 
concluſive. ' And yet even theſe flowers, 
beautiful as they appear in theirpropercloath= 
ing are often of a day's continuance if not 


ctropt in the opening bud, and which when 


arrived at the utmoſt degree of perfection, 
ſeem. viſibly calculated for the amuſement, 
the pleaſure, and delight of mankind. May 
we not well conclude with our Lord, that 
God will not fail to cloath man, who was 
created for much nobler purpoſes—provid- 
ed he acts in a manner ſuitable to his na- 
ture, and exerts his honeſt endeavours ? 
Wa may CONE that God will grant this 
. reaſonable 
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reaſonable ſucceſs— ſot we have our 8a. 
viour's ptomiſe, that if we firſt ſeek the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and 
it was with this expectation and firm re- 
liance on the care of Providence that St. 
Matthew inſtantly obeyed the call of our 
Lord ; P. when he ſaw him fitting at 
the Receipt of Cuſtom, ſaid unto him, fol- 
low me. And he aroſe and followed him. 
Such i is the ſimple, ingenuous, and humble 
account which St. Matthew gives of his 
call, and of his ready obedience to Chriſt, 
The office he bore was an employment of 
conſiderable profit, eſteemed honourable 
by the Romans though odious to the Jews 
for that rapine and oppreſſion with which 
it was generally exerciſed ; and their pay- 
ment of this tribute by them was a grievous 
mortification, as well as a full proof of the 
loſs of their national freedom, and certain 
ſubjection to the Roman empire. But the 
odium of this office, when tranſacted by a 


Jew, was held in the higheſt deteſtation 
and 


2 
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and abhorrence,—for it was regarded, as a 
formed confederacy with the Romans to 
fix and perpetuate a national flavery. For 
the Jews eſteemed it unlawful to converſe 
with the Gentiles, This was St, Matthew's 
ſtation, when he was called to be an 
Apoſtle, and we are ſure it was a lucrative 
employment, though with a peculiar mo- 
deſty he only mentions himſelf as a man 
fitting at the Receipt of Cuſtom, and 
would not ſeem to boaſt, or make any 
Luke has informed us that St. Matthew 
left all, roſe up and followed him. And 
in doing this it is certain he purſued our 
Lord's advice, and obeyed his command. 
in ſeeking firft the kingdom of God and his 
Tighteouſneſs. And his benevolence _ and 


 intire complacence in this preference of 


that choice to the adyantages. of his pro- 
fitable employment, are manifeſted j in his 
ſubſequent conduct. Wich this view Li 
made Jeſus a great feaſt in his own houſe : 


F 3 and - 
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and there was a great company of publi- 
cans, and of others that ſat down with 

them. This entertainment was generouſiy 
intended to afford that company of publi- 
cans and the reſt, who appeared to be of 
the ſame character, an opportunity of con- 
viction and converſion; that they too, 
by converſing with our Lord, and ſeeing 
| the works which he did, might be induced 
to give the kingdom of God and his righ- 
_ teouſneſs the preference to the gains and 


| Intereſt of the world upon a ſober and ra- 


tional eſtimate ; and it is to be obſerved, as 
st. Matthew lived at Capernaum, the ſcene 


of many of our Lord's miracles: and diſ- 


courſes . theſe we may preſume made a 
ſuitable impreſſion on, and prepared him to 
obey our Saviour's call: his faith, there- 
fore, was no implicit blind. faith, but a 
| reaſonable aſſent to the doctrines of ſober- 
neſs and truth, founded upon the evidence 
of miracles, as a certain proof of our Lord's 

' miffion, from God. And we may hence 
nv that a Chriſtian's faith and conduct 
| c en, 


SERMON III. 71 


js not to be reſolyed into any icfational im- 
pulſe or feeling. For a Chriſtian is requir= | 
ed to be able and ready to give to every 

one that aſketh a reaſon of his hope. Nor 
is his conduct to be leſs rational and ſober. 
For it is no part of a Chriſtian's duty or re- 
ligion raſhly to run into danger, or to "(eek | 
perſecution,” as a meritorious act, when it 
may be prudently avoided. - And we are 
ſure it is founded on an indiſereet falſe zeal, 
not to ſay folly, which God neither requires 
nor approves, nor will ever accept.” And 
St. Matthew affures us in his goſpel, not 
only of the lawfulneſs and innocence, but 
the reaſonableneſs and wiſdom of this re- 
treat by a ipecial direction given to the 
Apoſtles themſelves in the cafe of perſecu- 
tion, But when they perſecute you in the 
City, flee ye into another. And even un- 
der the unavoidable neceſſity of ſuffering 
perſecution, the command in the text is an 
expreſs aſſurance of the continued care of 
Providence: and there is, too —an addi—- 
tional confirmation given in the ſame goſ- 


1 =o 
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pel for the encouragement and conſolation 
of all Chtiſtians to fellowy his:example— 
with the promiſe of an ample rccompence 
forall loſſes and ſufferings, if aot here, yet 
bereaſter. For the reply of our Saviour to 
St. Petet is applicable to all Chriſtians— 
That every one that hath forſaken houſes; 
or brethren, or fiſters,, or father, or mo- 
ther, or wife, or children, ot lands, for 


5 my names ſake and the goſpel, {hall re: 


ceive an hundred fold, in this preſent time 
with perſecutions, and ſhall art EVEr- 
Term: the. Tr 5 | 

- Such-was ante cede ofts 
Matthew when: he became obedient to our 
Lord's call—who declares on this occaſion, 
be came not to call the righteous, but ſin- 
ners to . repentance, And his example 
proves abundantly that there is mercy-for 
the greateſt ſinners. upon obedience to all 
ſuch overcures, and a conſequent reforma- 
tion of life and manners. His preference 
manifeſts that we are, in all neceſſary com- 
"OO. 2 our % God _ 
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© the world—to leave all, and follow Chriſt, 
and ſo ſecure his approbation and ac- 
ceptance., But we may ſtill acquieſce in 
his providence for a bleſſing on an ho- 
neſt induſtry in our ſeveral ſtations and 
callings. And with this ſenſe of their true 
and tranſient nature it is no crime to regard 
and purſue the accommodations as neceſſa- 
ries and conveniencies, but we muſt re- 
member, not to be over ſolicitous for the 
ſuperfluities of life, which it. is uncertain 
whether we may ever attain: and if we 
ſhould attain them, the anxious thought of 
keeping them will ſerve only to deſtroy the 
fatisfaction of what we do, or may enjoy. 
The beſt and ſhorteſt method to procure 

content, peace, and -- happineſs in both 
worlds, is, firſt to ſeek the kingdom of 
God and his righteouſneſs : and we may 
chen rely upon the ſure promiſe of our 

bleſſed Saviour, that all theſe things ſhall 


* de added unto us; 


$64 Nee at St. Marys, in 
Orford, September 21, 175g. 
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PHE mk of the t text are a eee . 
plication of an eminent prophecy 
contained in the ſixty- eighth pſalm, and 
which received a ſignal and ultimate com- 
pletion by the glorious aſcenſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt into Heaven. Thus remarkable is 
the aſcent there foretold and appropriated 
by the great and inſpired Apoſtle'St. Paul, 
_ Accordingly. we know this to be an article 
; , 4; 


—— — 
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of the Chriſtian faith, and as ſuch is iulert 
ed in the Apoſile's. creed. The Pſalmiſt 
appears to have ſpoken directly of ſome 
great and triumphant conqueſt, gained by 


the people of God over their enemies, and 


while he was celebrating this earthly ſuc- 
ceſs, Jike the monarchy and conquerors of 
the world in the deſcriptive pageantry of 


' triumphs after victory, he became ſeized 
with the ſpirit of prophecy. Under the 


influence of this infallible. guide, the Pſal- 
milt foretels the future exaltation and con- 
gueſtiof the Megfiab, and with the foreſight 
of that marvellous event. whoſe benefit and 
advantage was to be extended in its effects 


to mamkind ; that prophet prochims his 


mort majeſtic aſcent and ſupreme triumph: 
for hen the Meſſiah or Chriſt aſcended 
up on high, he led Captivity-captive, - and 
gave gifts unto men. And how mean und 


Infignificaat-are- the oftentatian-and vanity 
of the moſt ſplendidl captives led in chains 


by the ambitious victots of the world, and 


the layiſh profuſion of gratuiticy uſually di- 


perſed 
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perſed and ſcattered in tho pragreſb of their 
triumphe, when compared to that glatious 
redemption; and to thoſe enduring giſis be. 
ſtowed and: liberally given unto men; 
upon the triumphant - ane wa _ 
into Heaven. 


This bende wad an illodrious dif. WE 


play of glory, and emphatically leading 
Captivity captive, When ſuch fignal gifts 
were ſoon after diſtributed in that manifold 
variety which God had never vouchſaſed be. 
fore to any of the ſons of Adam. But it is 
Certain the Meſſiah was to aſcend agreeable 

to the types which prefigured, and the 
prophecies which expreſsly foretold his 
aſcenſion. This aſcent was typified by 
the High-prieſt, entering into the Holy of 
| Holies, i in conformity, to which the Apoſtle 
'obſerves, Chriſt being come an High-prieſt 
of good things to come, entered once 
into the holy place. And Enoch's and 
Eljjah's tranſlation may very reaſonably be 
regarded as previous types of the Meſſiah. 


And the text cited from the pſalms i is a 
plain 
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plats \cefhrencs' 60 wbet the Plaut in 


another paſſage ſpeaks, in theſe extraordi- 
nary words: Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and be ye lift up ye everlaſting. 


doors, and the King of glory ſhall come 


in. For Chriſt, the King of glory, then, 
went in, when, the Apoſtle aſſures us, he 


aſcended up on high, he led | Captivity -- 


eaptive, and gave gifts unto men, and thus 
eminently completed that prophecy. What 
1 proppoſe to oy from the text is, 


1. That Chriſt really benen up on 
high. or into Heaven,. And, 


II. That he then led Coptic captive, 
— ; 


III. That be neee gifts unto men, And 
laſtly I ſhall ne. | 


IV. Wich Fact ſuitable infeqences, 4 as 2a 
Toes TAO of Ne Whole. 
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I am firſt to prove, that when. . 
Chriſt aſcended up on high | he aſcended i in- 
to Heaven. % aw 
Our Saviour, before his death, had tail. 
ed in the Apoſtles this certain expectation: 
for when he was about to leave the world, 
by dying for men, our Lord adminiſters a 
ſeaſonable conſolation for their comfort un- 
der that loſs: the particular defign of 
which was to confirm their faith in this 
point, when it. came to paſs, I go away, 
ſays he, and come again unto you. This 
paſſage is cleared by a. more full and ex- 
preſs declaration from our Lord, in the 
following words: I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world: again 
J leave the world and go to the Father. 
And, when many of his ' diſciples were 
offended at that diſcourſe of the ſpiritual 
eating of his fleſh and dripking of his 
blood, by imbibing his doctrine. The 
future eaſineſs of this inſtruction, he illuſ- 
trates, by a direct application to what in 
their preſent * and bemper they would 
05 


» uon 


be indiſpoſed to believe, as muck 0 | 
meredible: What and if ye ſee the Son of 
man aſcend up where he was before, that 
is into Heaven? For our Saviour himſelf, 
| ſpeaking in the fame chapter, ſays, Icame 
down from Heaven. The aſcending up, 
where he was before, means plainly, and 


5 without obſcurity, his aſcent into Heaven. 


This aſſurance was ſuperadded to enliven 
their faith in this article, which was gri- 
ginally grounded upon the eminent predic- 
tions of the prophets, and the accompliſh- 
ment is ſpecined and recorded in the wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, which atteſtation is 
an abundant evidence of its truth. Let us 
therefore hear, and be determined by the 
deciſive authorities which the ſcriptures 


* affordto warrant a reaſonable aſcent. The 


truth of this article depends upon human 
and divine teſtimony, and the credibility 
of jt is-rendered ſatisfactory by the report 
of men and angels, who were preſent, and 
faw the whole tranſaction; and when thoſe 
kr tag could no Tovger fee this aſcent, 
| the 
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the angels aſſured them that Chriſt would 
deſcend from Heaven in like manner, at 
the end of Sage as they had ſeen 0 
go up into Heaven. 
St. Mark's account is, that after hs 
Lord had ſpoken unto them, meaning the 
Apoftles, he was received up into Heaven. 
And to this agrees the repreſentation of St. 
Luke, who'ſpeaks on the ſame ſubject to 

this purpoſe. - It came to paſs, while he 
| bleſſed them, the Apoſtles, he was -parted 
from them, and carried up into. Heaven. 
And St. Luke deſcribes too the particular 
manner of this gradual aſcent, with the re- 
markable circumſtance of the two angels 
and their conſequent aſſurance on this occa- 


|. "fon. When our Lord had ſpoken theſe” 


; things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up, and a cloud received him out of their 
fight. And while they looked ſtedfaſtly 
toward Heaven, two men ſtood by them in 

white apparel, whigh alſo ſaid, Ve men of 
| Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into Hea- 

| yen ? "np ſame Jeſus, which is taken up 
f | GS: from x 
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from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come, in 
like manner as ye have ſeen him go into 
Heaven. And it deſerves notice, that 
our Saviour had a particular deſigu in the 
clear and diſtin fight of his aſcenſion, 


when he led them out as far as Bethany, | 


and was there parted from them, and car- 
ried up into Heaven. The aſcent from 
this eminence, or the Mount of Olives, 
rendered this whole tranſaction the more 
viſible and conſpicuous, as it was in the 
open air, and at ſuch an height that no in- 
terpoſition of objects could intercept their 
view, and proſpect. This circumſtance 
fully proves there was no manner of delu- 
ſion, and that the Apoſtles could not be 
miſtaken, if men can be judges of what 
they plainly ſce in broad day-light and with 
their eyes open, They were ſure the per- 
ſon, who thus aſcended, was their Lord 
and Maſter, of which they could entertain 
no doubt, becauſe he had frequently con- 
verſed with them for forty days after his re- 
ſurrection. To whom he ſhewed himſelf 


alive 


. 


— 
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alive after his paſſion, by many infallible 
proofs, being ſeen of them forty days, an 


kingdom of God, until the day in which 
he was taken up, after that he through the 
Holy Ghoſt: had given commandments to 
the Apoſtles whom he had; choſen. You 
may here obſerve that Chriſt was taken up 


in the ſame body in which he appeared. 


For, it is ſaid, while they beheld, he was 
taken up, and they purſued them with 
their eyes till the cloud of glory, and the 


angels his attendants in this illuſtrious aſ- 


cent con veyed him out of their fight, The 
Heaven here mentioned, means the Heaven 
of Heavens, or the higheſt Heaven, where 


God more eſpecially manifeſts his preſence 


in majeſty and glory, who is equally pre- 


ſent in every place. For the Heaven of 


Heavens cannot contain God, though God 
may make what manifeſtations of his glory, 
where, how, and when he pleaſes: but 
becauſe the Almighty does this after an ex- 


| traordinary manner in Heaven, Chriſt's ad- N 


e 


d 4 | 
ſpeaking of the things pertaining to the 


| 
| 
| 
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miſſion to that illuſtrious ſtate of exaltation 
is magnified with a grandeur of expreſſion 
in order to convey the more noble idea of 
that eminent elevation to which he was 
conveyed: St. Paul for this reaſon affirms 
up far above all eee 5 


n and * on the right 
angels, authorities and pow- 
ers being made ſubject to him. In this 
matter we have the unexceptionable evi- 
dence of no ſmall number of ſpectators 
who were eye-witnefſes to it, that they 
might bear witneſs to the truth, and their 
evidence ſtands confirmed upon record. by 
the teſtimony of thoſe angels, who were at 
that time preſent. | And if any further evi- 
_ - dence was neceſſary, the ſignal ſuffrage of 

St. Paul, whoſe converſion to Chriſtianity 
was wholly miraculous, might be added 
for the full confirmation of this important 

truth. But the ample teſtimonies already 

produced, and the known characters of the 

Apoſtles for an uniform integrity of life = 

3 


and probity of manners prove beyond all 
reaſonable. doubt the certainty of Chriſt's 
aſcenſion into Heaven. But when--Jeſus 
Chriſt aſcended. into Hts he is ſaid to 
hve 3 ſecondly, 
Led Captivity captive. 

| The great and powerful enemies, which 
| Chriſt led captive, upon his aſcenſion, were 
Death, Sin, and the Devil. For before 
this time the Apoſtle obſerves there pre- 
vailed the enflaving dominion of death and 
fin, but I ſee another law in my members 
warring againſt the law of iny mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of 
fin.” The ſenſe of which miſery made St. 
Paul cry out, O wretched man that I am! 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death? And his direct anſwer determines 
this important. point, viz. the grace of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. For 
this purpoſe the Son of God took on him 
the nature of man, that through death he 
' might deliver them, who through fear of 
death were all their life-time ſubject to 
Sondage, For after he had overcome the 

| G 3 ſharpneſs 
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| "ſharpneſs of death; he opened the king- 
dom of Heaven to all believers, and, Heb. 
Chap. IX. Ver. 12. He · entered once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal 
tedemption for us by being the author and 
finiſher of our faith. And becauſe our Sa- 


viour endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
ſhame, he is now ſet down at the right 


5 hand of the throne of God. For Chriſt 


Jeſus - hath aboliſhed death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light, thro' 


the goſpel. And his aſcenſion has deſtroy- 
ed the dominion of death, taken away its 
- Ning, and gained a complete victory over 


the grave, whoſe Captivity was led captive, 
when this ſame Jeſus aſcended into Heaven 


and death was ſwallowed up in victory. 


But fin, the ſting of death, which held 


men enſlaved, was led captive at our Lord's 
aſcenſion. This lapſe or fall of man, was 
that corrupt fountain, which introduced 


. 


mortality, and its tyranny became, from 
this unhappy cauſe, univerſally prevalent 
; without any natural hope of releaſe from 


it 
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10 Wen u But thanks be to God who 


delivered us from the power of darkneſs, 
and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son, In whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the ſorgive- 
neſs of fins. For, as fin had reigned unto 
death, ſo grace in man's reſtoration reigned 
through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Fes 
| Jeſus Chriſt, 

But our Lord moſt ſignally nappa 
in this captivity, when in his aſcenſion be 
led the great enemy of mankind, the devil, 
captive. By his ſuggeſtions our firſt pa- 
rents were tempted and fell, but they had 
for their comfort an early promiſe of a full 
and complete conqueſt of the tempter, by 
the ſeed of the woman ſoon after their fall. 
This ſeed of the woman was Jeſus Chrift, 
who came in the fulneſs of time, and 
bound that ſtrong man and ſpoiled him of 
his power in every conteſt and aſſault. Our 
Lord's ſucceſs was fignalized firſt in the 
wilderneſs, when he defeated the three 

2 ſucceſlive 


5 
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ſucceſſive eee devil, and 


manifeſted his ſuperiority, by this rebuke; 
Get thee hence Satan. This power was 
aſter diſplayed in the courſe of his miniſtry 


when he caſt out devils, and releaſed the 
poſſeſſed from the devil's ſubjection; and 


obliged them to acknowledge and ſubmit to 


bis power and ſoveteignty: he alſo limited 
and circumſcribed the extent of their pow- 
er, when the devils could not enter into 


the herd of ſwine, without the permiſſion 
of Chriſt. Theſe are notorious eyidences 
of the permiſſion of Chriſt. Theſe are 


nototious evidences of an invincible ſupre-· 


macy, which are further diſtinguiſhed by 
the communication of the very ſame pow- 


er, While he was alive. For we find the 


ſeyenty returned again with joy from their 
miſſion, ſaying, Lord, even the devils are 


ſubject unto us through thy name. Upon 
- which declaration remarkable is the reply, 


of Jeſus, who faid unto them at that junc- 
ture, I beheld Satan ie lightning fall from 
Heaven. 
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Heaven. But this fall, which even then 


began to take place, increaſed in its efficacy 
and extent when our Lord, through death, 
deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil. For having thus ſpoil- 
ed priocipalities and powers, he made a 
ſhew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it, who is gone into Heaven, and 
is on the right hand of God. Angels and 
authorities, and powers being made ſubject 
unto him, Thus Chriſt eminently fulfilled 
the propheęy of the ſeed of the woman, 
and emphatically bruiſed the ſerpent's head, 
and when he aſcended up on high, he led 
in Captivity, the prince of the powers of 
the air, the ruler of the darkneſs of this 
world, with death and fin, captive. The 
conſequence of this Nh HP coe next to 
be confidered. 


II. That after bis ow wiumph he 


_  -gave gifts unto men. 


The gifts here foretold and repreſented, 
as given - mean thoſe eminent gifts beſtow- 


'% 8 1 90 km. 
ed on the Apoſtles by the miraculous 


deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt at the day of 
Pentecoſt; when they became i in an inſtant 


| fully/qualified to go to all the world and 


| preach'the goſpel, as the ſpirit gave them 


| utterance. This was a donation ſurpaſſing 


in glory, and exceeding in excellency, and 


uỹſe, all the vain gratuities of worldly con- 


querors. For the medals ſtampt with the 
image of the victor, ' on one fide, and the 
_ deſcription and panegyric of his ſervices in- 
ſeribed on the reverſe, however profuſely 
diſtributed in ' thoſe triumphs, were only 
intended to perpetuate the memory of tem- 
poral' obligations. But how weak an im- 
preſſion muſt thoſe tranſient memorials 
make on the mind, when compared to 
thoſe extraordinary endowments of power 

from on high. When that holy Spirit, re- 
called all things to the remembrance, opened 
their minds, illuminated their underſtand- 
ing, and was vouchſafed in a far greater 
meaſure than had been ever known from 


te beginning of the world. But the con- 


tinuance 


: 
hd 
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tinuance of this ſpirit i is univerſally diffuſive 
and operates in its ordinary influence to all 
ages and Chriſtians, who are diſpoſed to 
ſubmit to its guidance, and follow its ad- 
monitions. And, for this reaſon, the 
| Comforter abides for ever, who at firſt 7 
confirmed the Chriſtian faith, with the | 
evidence of figns and wonders, and divers 5 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to the 
will of God; that our faith ſhould not 
ſtand in the wiſdom of man, but in the 
power of God, and demonſtration of the 
Spirit, who is ever ready to help our infir- 
mities in all the difficulties and conflicts of 
the Chriſtian warfare, and make us more 
_ conquerors, through him that loved 
For all the various happy fruits of 
Jaw: peace, meekneſs, and love are the 
work of the one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, 
. dividing to every man ſeverally as he will. 
- Gifts, theſe, as much more excellent in 
glory than thoſe of the moſt celebrated ge- 
nerals, as the great captain of our ſalvation + 
| - more gloriouſly than they all. 
8 Thus 


hz SERMON, Iv. 
Thus you. may obſcrve the eminent diſtinc· 
tion and characteriſtio of Chriſt's ſuperiority 
in triumph. For when he aſcended up on 
high, he led Captivity captive, and gave 
mm unto men. A e e eee | 


Iv. 1590 theſe ſeveral 3 
Vith a few ſuitable inferences, as a proper 
ne to the whole. 
- - And the proper conſideration of Chriſt's 
aſcenſion into Heaven affords a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption and firm ex pectation of our going 
up into Heaven hereafter. For Chriſt's 
-exaltation is an earneſt and pledge, from 
which we may reaſonably infer our future 
"admiſſion into thoſe heavenly manſions by 
Chriſt Jeſus. For one great eod and de- 
ſign of Chriſt's going to the Father, was to 
prepare a place for us, that where he is, 
there we may be alſo. For this hope we 


bhhaye, as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure 


and ſtedfaſt, which entereth into that with- 


in the vail, whether the forerunner is for 
us 
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us entered, who has made us ſit together 
in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, that by 
a true Chriſtian faith we may become par- 
takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light. But we muſt remember the in- 
diſpenſible condition, and take the more 
carneſt heed that this important article of 


our faith have its perfect work. And its 
right influence is to animate and quicken 


nun te the-zcalous-purfuit- of "thoſe things, 


which are above, where Chriſt - fitteth-at 
the right hand of God. For here we have 
no continuing city, but we ſeek one to 
come. Let therefore, our converſation 
be as becomes the noble citizens, and can- 
didates for Heaven, from whence we look 
foe the Saviour, This intereſting confidera- N 
tion will fix a reſolution, as faithful Chriſ- 
ans to ſet our affections on things above, 
and not on things on earth. For where 
our treaſure is, there our heart will be alſo. 
With this juſt ſenſe, we ſhall be careful to 

| mortify our members which are upon the 
bh en, fornication, uncleanneſs, inordivate 


Ie, | | 
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affection, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſ- 
neſs; becauſe we know the pure in heart 
only ſhall ſee God. And agreeable to this 

important aſſurance is the remarkable deci- 


ſion of the royal Pſalmiſt, who ſhall aſcend 
into the hill of the Lord: and who ſhall 


ſtand in His holy place? The generation 
of them that ſeek him, that ſeek thy m 
O God of jacob . 
We may further infer, from the, con» 
fideration of Chriſt's leading Captivity cap- 
tive, the victory, the ſucceſs, and obliga- 
tion of a true Chriſtian faith. Our Lord 
aſſures us, for our comfort, under all trials 
and temptations, that he has overcome the 
world, and animates us with the pleaſing 
encouragement to be of good cheer, for fin 
has now no longer dominion over us, be- 
cauſe we are not under the law, but under 
grace. For the wages of ſin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, who has ſpoiled thoſe 
great enemies of man, fin, death, and the 
devil, who loſt their ting and power, when 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt made a ſhew of theni in an open 
triumph. 80 that we may well ſay, O 

death, where is thy ſting ? O grave, 
where is thy victory? For we need be no 
longer, under any alarming terrors, becauſe 
the old ſerpent, the devil, is reſerved in 
chains of darkneſs unto the judgment of 
the Great Day. And we may alſo. o ver- 
come the wicked one, by his powerful in- 
terceſſion, | becauſe greater is he that is in 
us than he that is in the world. For in all 
things we may be more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. And if we be 
but careful to reſiſt: the devil, we may ex- 
pe the promiſed ſucceſs, and that he will. 
flee from us. Be ye therefore ſober and 
vigilant, - becauſe your adverſary, the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour. Him reſiſt 
ſtedfaſt in the faith. For this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith, by which we ſhall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 


Conſider, therefore, the indiſpenſible ob- 
ligation 


4 
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vou recolleR, that you may become mm 
plete in him, who in the head of all-princi= | 


band-af the. ——ä— ON ann 


A 


| vid 2/008; if, | 
1 great end of a 


you will not let ſin reign in your mortal 
body tllat ye ſhould obey it id the luſts 
thereof. But when we reflect that out 
converſation is in Heaven, how: can, we | 3 


avoid preſſing toward the mark. far tbbe 


priae of the high calling of God in- Chriſt 


Jeſus. This glorious prize may very juſtix 
de expected 10 prevail with thae, ho 
have this hope to. run wich patienoe tho 


race that is ſet before them. Aad when. * 


pality and power, it may be preſumed, 


vou will ſcarce be weary, and deſpair. of | 


ſucceſs in the great work of ſalvation, For, ; 


in full confirmation of this univerſal domi- 


nion, out Saviour is ſet: down at the right | 
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but alſo. in that which is to come. But 
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aſſſtance of: the 
fpivir-ſtilſ> continues, and i to abide with 


e chure ſor ever: nd ivũs our duty to 
concur with this holy guidance, and not 
deſeat de eperarions:ofouke Holy Spirits 
which werke'in us both ito wil and to do 
of Gods god pleaſureii The. way and 
manmet God has aoythouytit fie to cf 
but we are fire: off the fat drom bia e 
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fub to gr. i& grace and in the knows: 
lege of our rd n 6avienr Jeſs 
Cntiſt. For if ant He ſs to live in the 
Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit, and uſe: 
au/ hi mch and: opportunities. afforded 
_ un+-for ſpisituel ir ent. For: how. 
ſhall e eſcape i we noglect ſo: great. 
falvation. | And,; j \me:-roſalye to, he thus 
Kaen the: G of e 


enn ee Your 
wante and nteſſities will be ſupplied with 
@Gafficient aſſiſtanae by the effectual mini- 
ration of-the Holy Spiit, % make you 
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Puts eee er * Peter was 
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own with the narrative of Cornelius's yifon. 
This p erlon Was, as we find from His 
chap pter, a Roman officer; aud En 4 
Lester of the THINK band. But the 
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| 8 which cecommends 
ger | Elpectal n notice _ his amiable 
— 
was, as his hiſtory informs us, a devout 
a, ad he Thhefanred God with all his 
| gare myth almþ|to the pea» 
InP mpeg And there 
is good reaſon to believe, from this account, 


wi . ont 
a e reward of it—the  hanour and pri- 
vilege of an admiſfion into the Cheiffian 
religion. This cſpecial favour was reveal- 
ed by the meſſage of: an angel in 4 pan, 
who directed him to apply to Ferer for pg 

r inſtruQions, previous to his admiſſion. 
5 purſuance-of this Divine direction 
Cornelius ſent to Joppa for Peter —But, be- 


ee 
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at 
all fm. and dnt ch I 
of little ſigniſcation, provided-cvarg;aman 
takes cars to lead a. gh moral life; 4nd 
this opinion it ſeems is warranted from, the 
<xample..of Cornelius, ; for .thenplea ing he 
workeTighteouſneſs undet the influence 
of a right. fear of God, and was therefore 
neccpted--; But the difference of cirquay- 
Ranges, ſhauld he undoubtedly obſer weft, 
and it ought to be remembered, that his 
converſion, was. in dhe whole proceſs of. it 
oxtraondinary, and mitaculous. For) in 
this ſignal manner, it is mok certain, Cart 
neliuy., was accepted, by God. But cant 
benes be concluded with parity of :x6ak 
that any, other man, who fears Ged. 
works righteouſveſs hall, without 8 ſingu- 
lar interpoſition of Providence, be admityet} 
10 he ſame privileges, and an equab do- 
ceptanee?, , There is ovidently no parallel. 
nor ſimilitude, but's remarkable diſtin&tba 
in nne. caſes}; atid this diverſity 


whit proves 
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Worthy of the high and holy oaltivg in 
Chriſt Jeſus, For in this ſtate and repre- 
N are obliged to 

Tamer greater 
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greater purity, ſuitable! to the advantages 
they exyoyy und will/ba Inn We 


are ſuppoled- will be whe livgd bbſhonithe 
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when he meant — ogg of an 
2dmifien; te, higher: privileges, . 4 
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Gad;i and towards man. In this pious 
ſtate every. overtarcof graces which. affbtds 
due reverence and ſenſihle gratitude ; but, 
the declared terms... of agceptance in the, 
goſpel will encourage a fincere, repentance 
im virtue of. er 8 
patina hoch of inſirmity and preſumption, 
Pere g grace and truth which came by 
Jaa Gbr its pcal comfort to the foul, and 
ane Huch un gl urance, of pardon and ſalean 
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has this means of. conviction afforded him, | 


aud is prediſpoſed by the: fear of God and 
Working righteouſneſs, will be glad to re- 


ceive the word of life; and 'regulate his 


conduct by this Khowledge of falvation and 
its ſecure ditections. The natural conſe- 
quence will be à chearful conformity to 


Its unerring rules: and the dus {ubjetion 


will manifeſt" its power in caſting down 


Itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, by 

bringing into captivity every thought to the 
. obedience of Chriſt, ' For the moſt intri - 
ente diſpenſations cf Providence will be 
regarded, as the counſels: and determina- 
"tions of infinits” wiſdom, bote ways are 
| not 'as dur | 


thoughts. But though his judgments are 


unſearchable, "and his ways paſt finding 
out, yet we tray fafely believe that the 
rectitude of God's 
hereafter juſtified,” and the ſee: 
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will be 
g irregu- 


es and difficulties ſolved,” by the ſtrict 
lit bf t moſt * — 
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„The ſadsfaction of this perſuaſion will, 
free the mind from all doubt and give a 
right direction to and produce a reaſonable. 
and proper influence on our thoughts and 
actions. For whoever bath: theſe promiſes 
will be inclined. to cleanſe himſelf from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and {pirit,; perfecting ho- 
lineſs in the fear of God., And theſe ex. 
goſpel, under the prevalency of ſuch a, fear 
will prove a ſufficient preſervative from 
the corruptions that are in the worldithro) 

luſt: and theſe powerful;+ mating will 
enforce the moſt extenſite prncticę ſom tis 
giving all diligence to add to faith, virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience Godlineſs; and to Godli- 
neſs brotherly kindneſs; and to brotherly 
kindneſs charity ; that by a proficiency in 
theſe improvements there may be — 
— to 
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will become univerſal, and ee 
tives und inducements will appear the moſt 
effics60u8 in feeuring the ſucceſs. Theſe 
abundunt encouragements prompt us to do 
god to all without exception io exccod 
the fightevaſneſs of the-Scribes 4nd Phati - 
but in the love of burt enemies, after the 
unparallelled example of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour; who commendeth his love toward 
ue, in that white we were yet nmners 
Okriſt died for us l. SNGUGHTION v7 
There is therefore; ſuffielent reaſon to 
eoncluderhat with ſuch qualifications the 
ſcheme of the goſpeh, as ſuited to Cornelius's 
wants'would' be agreeuble to his wiſh, and 
become the object ef a w/e claire. But 
hen the partition between Jew and Gen- 
tile was intirety withdrawn and un ad- 
miſſion to the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt was made by a ſpecial overture 
from Heaven; there could remain no pre- 
Judice, nor ſcruple” for the refufal or ne- 
2 lo- great — For God's in- 


terpoſition 
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terpofitioncopened: faribim ad eaſy paſlage, 
directed the certain way to the fucegeding 
kingdom 'bf glory by a compliance itte 
expreſs terms fo revealed. And in ener 
ation he that feareth God and; worketh 
lighteouſgeſs, may without doubt bebin 
this manner accepted by Him; but it ãx to 
be obſerved further, hat hope and en- 
coutagetnent the example of Cornelius: will 
Afford to thoſe, ' who are without: theſe 
privileges; but ſtill make: the' beſt uſe of 
that imperfect light, and improve thoſe 
opportunities they enjoy in à tate of un- 
aſſiſted nature. And Cornelius, his cafe; 1 
think, authorizes no certain deciſion on 
this poĩat, for want of an expreſs" warrant: 
but then the reaſon and equity of ſuch 
caſes Will, juſtiſy the expectation of 2 
ſuitable indulgence, and proportiotlable 
degree of God's favour; even hen there is 
no direct and explicit proviſion. For, if 
the fear of God enlivens a reverence of His 
Majeſty aud avoidance of every known 
rw I 3 | offence, 
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offence. This ſolicitude for the pleaſure 
of his maker will awaken a conſtant vigi- 
laude to obſerve a fixed perſeverance to da 
Whatever appears to be the will of God. 
And the uniform tenour of chis regular 
cunduct will: not only prevent the tyranny 
and dominion of the moſt flagtant and 
pteſumptuous fins. And we have reaſon 
to hope, in equity, that thoſe failures and 
imperſections, which are the mere effect 
of a difadvantageous ſtate, without any 
fault, and the neceffity of mens outward 
conditions, will receive a eompaſſionate 
extent of pardon and favour: ib virtue of 
that ſacriſice once made for the fox of the 
whole: world. 
This repreſentation of ehingy, i not 
ſuppoſe ſo acceptable an obſervance of duty 
under the diſadvantages of natural, as may 
juſtly be expected from a right improve- 
ment of revealed religion. Accordingly, 
the difference and degrees of the cewards 
are adapted to theſe reſpective ſtates. And 
2 n — to believe, that 
the 
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the ſincete, though: imperfect, practice of 
righteouſneſs by cheſig eneral tenour of a 

man's behiwiour, in ennſequence of that 
portion of light which God has vouchſaſed 
hini, will be admitted to a favoutable ac- 
ceptance by the gtace of the goſpel. But 
certainly no dbn,eluſlot can be formed for 
their condemnation; who: have always lived 
under the abſolute and unavoidable want 
of a more perfect light. 

In the mean time let us leave the diſ- 
penſation of mercy, with the manner and 
meaſures of it to God's infinite wiſdom ; 
for we may be affured the judge of all 
the world will do what is right and fit. It 
certainly becomes us to reflect, to whom 
much is given, of the ſame in all juſtice 
will much be required; and therefore, if 
we have neglected fo great ſalvation, to us 
properly belong ſhame and confuſion of 
face far the ungrateful neglect, and groſs 
abuſe. But it concerns us ſtill more to re- 
egolleR,' that where grace does abound, the 
obligation to abound in every good work, 

14 is 
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wincreafed,' ind thę ven advantage off this 
liglet enforces: the g ſpatial 4nd incumbent 
dbligation, to et our light iſu ſlilnt befpre 
man, thot they indy ſto dont gu oworks, 
and pltorify our comuum Father: Hr. in 
Hdaven. And this gd gif lic onmι¹‘Hte 
merbyuigrant for Jefus:>Chriſda yiake;: to 
whormye with the: [Father ande Holy 
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HERE ean be no ddubt but this de- 
claration of St. Peter was honeſt and 
fincere on this Occaſtom; fbr When he ut- 
* tered 
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tered theſe words, he certainly ſpoke what 
he then real meant. and it js 9g. 
| tain, "his warmth of _ temper, „ beated \ 

an over-Haſty zeal, made hi —earneft 
and | 3 


The reſoltbn was lau- 
it — 8 ad, effähdl, 


but mer Wa oved 
uſe! f xmed 
upon a ſudden ſtart of — and with - 
out mature deliberation. His unſuſpected 
miſcarriage therefore, manifeſts exemplari- 
I the wiſdom and prudence of never reſbl 
ring we know not what, and it is 
I Wa l caution to "beware of — 
vary ſecyrity, and dangers nes aer on. 
Fer Which feaſon let him, that thinketh he 
aneh. take beed left de al. oy 
condition of man in this world i is 
2 ſtate of probation and temptations, are the 
_ exerciſe and teſt of virtue, But this capa- 
"city muſt be exerted to prevent a lapſe un- 
der the preſſure, and prevalence of tempta- 
tions, when they bappes. Theſe ſeem 
eaſy to be overcome at a diſtance, and when 


2 got ele but, the time of trial diſcovers the 
ſtrength 
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frength-or weakneſs of a fancied attaeh- 
fall of S:, Peter eonfirms this a plain fact 
ho, when our Lord foretold how often 
and within what:compaſs of time, che de- 
 nial ſhould be repeated, thought this irre- 
flutian,, ynpoſſible, and depended. on his 
own ftrength. + This vajn.. ſelf-dependence 
betraxech the. impotence of frail man when 

not ſupported and. ſirepgthened by the 
„ of God, who, worketh 
in men both to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure, under all temptations. But ſtill 
St. Peter's ſorrow and repentance, upon 
our Saviour's ſilent reproof of his offence, 
argue his. juſt ſenſe of having thought too 
highly of himſelf—-and.'the mortify ing 
gonviction made a. laſting impreſſion for the 
| continued influence appeared in his future 
conduct, by à remarkable diffidence, and 
modeſty ever after that; and we may. there- 
fore profit by his example, and improve 
bp his fault; I propoſe to conſider, , 


L The 
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Hersh previordo elveutaſtengosciof his 
fall -wbich/-wis the denial f Chriſt. 1 
all hehe bier ini the ſtebnl plicep !:-1 
noꝛto word blotyit brod 10 nN oH 
ET rdifpang narvef! gt. Tun ten- 
dust after dtn f dxrtt eonf de- 
Lam Hrfe to cinfdbr. The-  oeifion 
and tifrumiſtances geit nyo 
AY feriptore;, Wb TROY 
oof int rüctom Ant etch the dunkrmities 
and fuults f the Apontles are recorded for 
bor admonition and imptovement. I may 
therefore, with this Wwürrant, ventute to 
treax on this ſubject: For the E poſtle moſt 
certainly permitted; if he did not direct St. 
Mart 0 inſert this account - ho wrote 
His" gbipet wih St. "Peter's approbltion, 
and infpeckton. The varrative ny chere- 
fore, | with this atithority, be füppöfed 
Faitly capable of affording inſtruction 3 and 
the application wil in this view Have real 
vſe—and (anſwer! the original intention. 
And we may here” pertinently ternark that 
4 the 
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——_— of St. Petur's tempei 
tp aste of "his - pfecipitifing 
—— the Weft in 
27 * == to tonvinee'by 
Wbefit"exflrie oe, thartidden res and 
and reſf ſplations, and the Execution of "them 
are by 999 means . certain, 5 and. {ublequ, 18 0 
But chat i is vne thing 19 mopns, ang re 
ſalve. elle aud angthen tg, cxegute fingers 
inten pans, This is the characteriſtic, of 
his temper; in many inſtaness of his gon. 
duct, who: appeared rad and adven + 
tuo in undertaking, without the leaſt 
apprehenſiom of failure or doubt of ſueceſs 
and this want of reflection, it may be ebn· 
cluded,” made this zealous diſelple f our 
Lord infenfible of all danger, at a diſtance. 
And his "requeſt and artetupt to walk add 
meet Chriſt on the water, is a remat kable 
proof that this was the foible of his dilpo- 
ſition. For! he ſeems not to have ſoſpected 
his want of | power till he began to fink, 
and then in unavoidable diſtreſs, when the 

wind 
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in profeſſing, « anc acking upon eyery op- 
portunity which correſponded with his. in- 
Clination. This eagerneſs prompted him 
to afk queſtions, to defire 4 folution of 
doubts, and requeſt the intetpretation of 
The fame warmth appeared in 
Hd6beplies,> and:ddeliriitioris bf his opinion. 
Tience was that quickheſs in his profeſſion, 
that Cbriſt was the Meſſiah. Hence too, 
that offence he took at our Saviour's fore- 
telling His own ſufferings. And hence 
likewiſe, that ſolicitation to continue on 
the Mount at our Lord's transfiguration. 


This N — . — him 


1 50 wh 0 | 


wagt — 5 to "Our Lord, Shen he 


* —_ Pena * 
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Fn future, — 
: 1 7 | 


3 R N 4 VI, 2 e 


the HighePrie(t's right car. | Theſe ſeveral 
iaftances tend to confirm his natural tem 
e before the deſceut of the Holy Ghoſt. 


And therefore; ſome diſappointments be · 


came neceſſary to check hig vanity and 
preſumption,—to teach him by perſonal 


experience, the weakneſs of human na- 
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But an utter ignorance t himfelf and 
his own abilities; contributed more to en- 
ſnargjagd betray this Apoſtle into that. ig- 
ious fal; for the paſſions ſrem to 
have been more conſulted than the dic · 


tates of impartial and cool reaſon; and the 


effect was juſt what might be expect- 


ed in ſuch caſes, ——and is uſual under 
an uncommon trial of virtue. The preſent 


temper and diſpoſition was known, but the 


remote danger was not conſidered, nor the 


difficulty of the ſevetre conflict eſtimated: 


he preſumed too much on his own ſttength | 


and fell by p pfeſumption. And his ex- 
the great reaſoaableneſs of 


1 and 
prove an aduiſeabla preparation to ſtand 
the ſhock j ta malee a way to gſcape, and 
forabtaip the crviftory,: under. an ionſion: 
And the ufe and. advantageot this practice 
is confirmed by our Saviour in an. apt 
Jluſtration, dete chacertmpliſiea her iſ- 
domcof: a pte ]õ] s romputedionidet theabils 
lity. ahd chargh-heforeis ma lbabegin 
to built, leſt he bel not able :vomplete 
his plan. — logon nom feed oval 
But the fuddantuſs afithis refolutian, and 
his- inexpetienct afiperſtvVeranee for Want 
of ttial, ſoems evidently. to haue been 
principal occaſion of hi Fet when he 
ſaid, Tbough 1 ſhould. die um Ihe, vet 
will I not deny hee. Was iti not the 
effect of im plicit affection, rather than the 
thouglitfal re ſult of deliberatè judgment 
Aocordingly ĩt may be obſet ved, tliat per- 
ſons the leaſt converſant in difficaltjes, and 
unacquainted wick danger, * 
„ 


— — 
Prefniption,?> inamonition rand finatten- 


| and from Ilne 
enfüe b 7 © Attprize bf even cuperhenoed 
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moſt apt to boaſt of untmod coe a¹t 
can proceed to à defiance! of the Ring vf 
terrors, When witted"! witty affedtiau⸗ 
and agitated by zeal. Bet then it sie 
tain, dhe ipprehvhiion af approaching Evil . 
ca ge ; the flame of this 

alut giv) "puiſcfidate" or deſertist 


reſ tion; an 
expoſes 20 of 8 
ac „ 18. 


under ty, 

ſoldiers 1. for it js 1 in. the Chf 
othar,warkercs-: Fibers, th 1975 5 born 
ed by lang etperiencen Nod! e = 
knowing) rem aqjuſt ſenſe gf the WE! 
event time peilen calcy.. Are. never 5 
mintiadi but fear: : — 
1% grow fecure! add eareleſe under Suce 
bochuſt ferurity breeds 


Bon feadP6&the-negletÞ bf.advansages grr- 
ra, 


fortity e nd apþ roved magnanim B 

Ted dab 1 t, that che ke 

Pater may be foiled.” and W 
K 
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woe fick aſſault of his imaginary virtue 2, 
The caſe of St. Peter ſuggeſts to our notice 
that this was the true cauſe and unfortunate. 
occaſion of big denial.” ... 90 +, 
For it was this Preſumption and intire 
copfidence in his own ſufficiency that di- 
verted his thoughts from a ſuſpicion of 
failure, With this indeliberate perſuaſion 
be was foll of himſelf, znd would not al- 
Jom 4 poſſibility of his falling—— becauſe - 
when our Lord himſelf aſſured him of the 
cent —and ſore · warned him of his impo- 
rence, it is remarkable the Apoltle's: con- 
fidence was increaſed, his profeſſions: be- 
came mere vehement, and his reſolutions 
of cburſe more raſh in this heat of his cal. 
t. Peter pteſumes on the future and pre- 
ſent; with equal aſſurance of ſucceſi with- 
but the aid of ſuperior aſſiſtance, to ſup- 
At a. diſtanee after he was ſeized, to ſee 
che end ; when the reſt of the diſciples for- 


i: ſook him, and fled, Their fault vas de- 
2431 ſertion, 


23 4 
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ſertion, but his running immediate into 
danger was attended with greater guilt, 
the decal of bis Lord. His fall therefore, 
undeniably proves, that ſelf-ſufficiency and 
coneeit are not the pteragative, but 
humility and- dependence the common du- 
ties of frail man. Far we are aſſured that 
God jn judgment and mercy reſiſteth th 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 
And agreeable "hereto Solomon obſerved 
long ago—pride goeth before deſtruction, 
and an haughty ſpirit before a fall. For is 
it not a juſt judgment of the i 
when - yajn- man affects independency, to 
mortify that pride of heart, by ſome afflict - 
ing diſgrace? This correction, with judg⸗ 
ment, if duly conſidered, will appear a 
particular act of mercy; for when. the 
party is grown. ſenſible by woeful expe- 
rience of the infirmity of human nature, 
he will learn giffidence, miſtruſt, and gau- 
tion. And the known folly of his paſt 
preſumption, will ſuggeſt the wiſdom of 
"AY better e in pn to God 
| for 
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bor ip kumnelehcy; to perfuct hib weak 
neſs ih — — of his conduct. 
For if we make this right uſe of 8t; Peter's 
full, we ſhall neither tranſgreſs ih over- 
Butling bis memory with undue thohours ; 
; f be guilty of imputing . and 
powers to kid Uffice, © or perſon, which 
vete never intended for either, From 
what has been difcburſed, let us make a 
fewo uleful remärks befefe pee e 
dur Tecond obſer vation. 
And it is obvious, that there is S geadoal 
rogreſs in fin, and a rſt violation of God's 
5 makes Abe way ay. either by a re- 
on of the ſame crime, br for the com- 
miſfibn of atty other, 4s ' 6ccafivh requires, 
and temptations öffer. För it generally 
| Happdiis chat there id ul ſeries and -conhuc- 
Von in fitthilig*—tnd one crime fiiccceds 
Anbthrer, when the incloures bf: virtue art 
vnde broke thröbgh, aud the fende re- 
hidved. ' Atcofdingly, experience ſto- 
* confirms What is nw advanced=- 
there ate Abges in in vice und the 
205 greateſt 


veſt 
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gteateſt reluctanee of 3 is to the 
tranſgreſſion. But When remonſtran - 
ces are. over · ruled by the entrance of fin, 
the reluctance is weakened, and at laſt neg» 
lected. There is under this ſubjectian 
great danger of not ſtopping at a ingle act 
and but little proſpect of retreat, and rer 
covery. And the great probability of this 
comman con ſequenos is verified in the par- 
ticular caſe of the Apr who, when he 

was fixſt charged with being a diſciple of 
Chriſt, denied. his Maſter. And when the 
charge was repeated, the denial was a ain 
repeated. But, when an aſſurance rom 
his dialect or ſpeech was urged ta prove he 
was a diſciple, his denial was the third time 
aggravated with the additional guilt of 
oaths and imprecations. And is not this 
. remarkable example a fignal , evidence | of 
the deceitfulneſs, and unſuſpected pro- 
greſs of lin? and that no one can know 
the enormity or extent of wickedneſs, he 

may become capable of, when he flatters 
e wich the rai teen of rake 
K 3 | ing 
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ing an uncertain ſtand. For the  hdpe or 


ſupernatural deliverance cannot reaſonably 


de expected in ordinary caſes, and St; 
Peter's ſhould be confidered as an uncom- 


mch and exempt caſe, who was referved 


for the work and miniſtry of an Apoſtle, 
But, as Chriſtians in general have neithet 
promile nor encouragement for the like 
extraordinary interpoſition, it is their in- 
cumbent duty, from frequent admonitions 
ol the hazard and 'deceittulneſs of fin, to 


Dee from and reſiſt its 2 de tem Pta- 
Lions, hens”, 


"This care and vigilance are ua more nes 


ceſſary, becauſe the lapſe and compliance 
tend to induce and confirin a hardneſs and 
impenitence of heart. For while the ſenſe 
of ſhame continues, the ſinner feels fome 
inward check—fins with remorſe, and ſeeks 
either to avojd the crime, or palliate the 


tranſgreſſion. But the progreſſive nature 


of vice ſoon effaces all modeſt impreſſſons ; 
the finger, in the proceſs, contracts an in- 
fenfibility of — and 'paſtes,: * 
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eaſy tranſi tion to fins of preſumption. . [This 
natural effect is viſible in the whole con- 
duct of St. Peter, who ſeems willing to 
have eluded the accuſation, rather than, 
have been guilty of direct falſifications, 
when there was this remarkable evaſion .in. 
kis anſwer. I know not, ſays he, to the 
firſt charge, neither underſtand I what 
thou ſayeſt : But when this guarded reply 
was not ſatisfactory, the ſecond denial was 
neceſſarily uttered with an emboldened ait 
of aſfurtnce. © And when this likewiſe 
diſappointed his expectations, the Apo 
vas reduced to the utmoſt extremity;:. 
in order to free himſelf from the importu- 
nity of this charge, his guilt became en- 
hanced by the accumulation of impreca- 
tions and oaths. This | ſeems to be the 
tendency, and this the uſual event, when 
ſecurity and innoeency are no longer con- 
fiſtent, and reconcileable. Man firſt falls 
through frailty, time increaſes the corrup- 
tion,. —he then -offends with malicious 
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| — 2 his ſhame: 61. Peter, 
2 ird did not arrive at [bis exceſs 
gun; dur, it is very obſetvable every 
fibſequert denial was aggravated ; and he 
miſcht, if hot prevented,” have been given 
ek te e teprobete: mind, and the conſe- 


— all uncleanneſs with 
Are 3 Let us — -x wade 
= Z Sun PO; 
8 | 2805 Eins Orte 4 ff 
1 be de of the Apoſile' 


WHGR, after his abjuration, upon a pe- 
Ent ſenſe of bis crime, and am humble | 
bllection. of his indonfiderate confidence. 
+ roo — obſervation is 
"the immediate return and ſeaſonahle re 

Pentande of the Apoſtle upon the firſt op- 


ae For the three | ſeveral denialt 
ay be confidered as one continued act of 
Wegrecden, under the prevailing influ» 
ence of ſudden ſurpriae and an over - ruling 
fear. Fut when the remembrance of our 
Saviout's prediction was re - called by the 


co rowing 6f the dn and bu we 
Naa © mory 
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mory enlivencd by the awful and aſſecuing 
look of his Maſter, hi conſeionce took 
the alarm, and the horror of his crime 
appeared with all its aggravationa. For 
when Peter thought thereap, he was ſtung 
with remorſe, covered with. ſhame, ſeinsd 
wich anguiſh, and full of trouble and diſ- 
pleaſuro. He retired to bewail tha woa 

neſs of his ſhameful apoſtacy, with war- 

ing and lamentation. ED 
Nis example affords us this uſeful ins 
ſtruction, never to ſuffec {in to get the do- 
minion over us, but ben we are ſo un- 
happy as to fall, to rife by immediate re- 
pentance. This reſolution will be the moſt 
effectual check to the growth of ſin, and a 
ſenſibility and fear of quenching the ſpirit 
will prove a further ſecurity. But the 
right application of the ſuggeſtions of the 
Holy Spirit will add an efficacy to out en- 
deavours, become a preſervative, . and keep 
us from preſumptuous fins, And a ſeaſon- 
able reflection on the ſinfulneſs of vicious 
habits recommend and enforce the neceſſity 


God will not always ſtrive with, the per- 
 verſeneſs of man. It is therefore adviſe- 


| markable what carefulneſs, what indigna- 
Lion , what real toapprove himſelf in all things 
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of « timely reſormation · For perſeverancs. 
and impenitence harden the heart, and 


able to be attentive and obedient to all the 
various calls, while the ſeaſon of mercy is 
continued, and men are yet, in a reclaim- 


able temper. For there is leſs difficulty of 


return to an early penitent, and greater en- 


couragement to hope for the recovery of 


one, who has been miſled by a conſcious 
ſenſe of inadvertency, and negleft, 
Agreeable hereto was this Apoſtle's aſter- 


be confcionſoal uf his fall 


and the conſtant remembrance of it, cooled 
the heat, and regulated that precipitate zeal 


by knowledge ; and the ſenſe of his paſt 


guilt proved the juſt occaſion of his exerting 
Aa greater degree of diligence. For, it is re- 


— this godly ſorrow wrought'in him J and 
What application every recollection inf] pired, 


*⁰ make his calling and election ſure. And 


what 


what St. Paul obferved' in his own caſe, 


may, I apprehend, be extended to St. Pe- 
ter on this occafion—and is the true reaſon 


why they both laboured more abundantly” 
than the reſt; to make amends for their 
reſpective crimes of anial, and perſecution.” 
The greater joy therefore, which is de- 
clared to be in Heaven tr the converſion 
of one finner, than in the perſeverance 
of the juſt is grounded, I preſume, on this 
ſuitable demeaner. For it is natural to 
ſinners of ingenuous and candid diſpoſi- 
tions, when they have much forgiven 
them to ſortow after a Godly ſort - to 
weep much —and love much. This right 
apprehenſion will, upon à conſiderate re- 
view, quicken their contention to preſs 
forward for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. And where this be- 
neficial effect ſueceeds upon mens miſcar- 
riages, their fins become the means of 
rectifying paſt neglects by a wiſe improve- 
ment of the time to come, to the moſt ya- 


wable purpoſes, This is the beſt uſe to 
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be madę of our faults, and when tranſ- 
grefſors thus ſenſibly humble themſelves 
far what had been done amiſs, and bring 
ãato captivity every thought to the obe- 
dienoe of Chriſt, there is ſufficient en- 
cauragement ta expect comfort and refreſh · 
ment, eſpecially ſince God, whoſe. name 
is Holy, has added—I dwell with tboſe of 
a contrite and humble ſpirit to reviye. the 
ſpitit of the humble, and to revive the 
beat of the qontrige ones, | 

But the continued impreſſion uni- 
form damit of the Apoſtle may he noted 
from, bis whole behaviour aſterwards. 
This viſible difference may be illuſtrated 
ſrom gur Lord's conference with Peter, 
after His reſurrection ; when our Saviour 
aſked: him this queſtion ; Simon, ſon of 
Jonas; loveſt thou me more than theſe? 
The anſwer. ſufficiently ſhews, Peter had 
tearped- to think ſaberly 3 for be is con- 
rented with a modeſt appeal to Chriſt's 
certain--knowledgo of his firm attachment 
w Him. without; the leaſt hint of pre- 


ference, 
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ference, or even the implication of 4 h- 
pariſon. And the purticular manner of 
His, crucifixion with big heatl downwards, 
which was his choice, and requeſt,” d an 
unexceptionable proof that he conſtantiy 
preſerved an humbleneſs af mind, nd 
manifeſted _ 1— in his 
death, 1) 91 n. „gtAas d DS 
The uſeful inſtruction" afforded by bis 
example recommends to our practice the 
modeſty and contrition of an humble peni / 
tent, who never fails to be more! deepty 
affected with the fully of his deviatipns, 
than elate with the advantage of te- 
formation, or the wiſdom of a tttum to 
duty. Fbr the true convert's option is 
-lowlineſs. of mind, who is always mode 
intent on abaſing, than -exalting chim- 
ſelf ; and becauſe he is denfible of nu- 
merous defects, and | conſcious: of he 
danger of a proud heart the: fetks or- 
I gs to - mottify, 'and-avoide-all-morti- 


nag! fication 


— 
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fication of pride With this ſenſe the 
good man condemns his tranſgreſſions, 
and imputes his proficiency in goodneſs 


to God's grace co-operating with his 
own+honeft endeavours. The continual 


growth- in all virtue and Godlineſs of 
living, is ever recolleted with due praiſe 
and thankſgiving to God, the Author ; 
while His apoſtacy is never forgot, but 
applied as a moſt powerful motive to 
keep innocency, and 0 
thing that is right. | 

Thus in à courſe of ON PIO 
ſelf-denial and ſincere ' repentance for 
paſt offences, the convert goes down to 
the grave in peace,. and becomes 
daily more and more qualified to paſs 
from the gate of death, by a - joyful 
reſurrection to life everlaſting, where 
the penitent exalted in God's due time 
- ſhall be made to hear of joy and glad- 
22 thoſe bones, to uſe the 


language 
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Jos. Chap. XXVII. Ver. 12— 


Fer * is the hope of the e the' be 
_ hath e when feet away his 


e“? 


Tu expreſſion of the text, cho f ES 

form of an interrogation and an en- 
quiry into what the hypocrites hope is in 
fact, yet appears evidently a poſitive deci- 
fion of the caſe, and implies that a man of 
this infamous character, neither has, nor 
can have any comfortable degree of hope. 
Job appears to have been charged by his 
friends with bypocriſy in his paſt + 

L 


5 . 
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An accuſation ſo odious was to a man con- 


integrity a moſt ſenſible afflic- 
Sia of and Mn re engaged him in a direct 


viadication-of his innocence. And; to ob- 
viate the calumnious aſperſion he ſolemnly 
declares he had always acted with perfect 
, fincerity, and_ 2 reſolved, whatever a 
cerſdrivus word might think.” and. pro- 
nounce from appearance, ſtill to have this 
fubſtantial comfort under all calamities, 
viz. That bis conſcievte ſhould never re- 
proach him to the day of his death, God 
ſorbid that T fhvuld juſtify yon: till L die 
Twill not remove ty integrity from me. 
My righteoufneſs I hold faſt, and will not 
let it go: my heart ſhall not reproach me 
£6 long as Tlive, After this honeft proteſ- 
tatlon of his paſt integrity, and His laudable 
reſdlution t6 act för life, upon the tame 
prineipfes; hs expoſtulates with his friends 
upon the unreaſonäble rigour of their 
charge. Js feeths'to fay, obſerve the re- 
gular uniformity of my life; how alt my 
ions are regulated by the ſtricteſt ptinci · 
ples of vittar inÞrefigion 3 thy Rudy and 
G intention 
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juton um being to apprive: myſelf to God. 
and by my fincerity to ſecure his futuro fa - 
vour and acceptance. Reflect on thei qihes 
hand, how the byprerite,. in all his tranſ · 
actions, is influenced by gain, and, as he 
ſacrifices his virtus to ſordid avarice, he diſs 


claims all hopes of futurity, Hypocriſy, I 
grant, is often atterided with conſiderable 


adyantages and inffereſt in this ſtate) of 
_ things, and will, engage the greedy worla- 
ling to put on the habit of virtue, and wear 
a mask. But then, I muſt obſerve in ho- 
nour of mtegrity, tit the dazzlicig' baits of 
 ſucre will never Have any influence on the 
upright, who 4& utider the firm perfaaion 
of s Happy ümmmortality, as the juſt recom 
pence of their ſincerity. And upon this 
fair rept eſentation of the difference of mo- 
tives and principles, conſider mine and the 
hypocrite” conduct, atith F am perfuatled, 

you will acquit me of the guift, and cherge 
of bypecrijy... For 1 am under no"ftar of 
death, my innocence gives me art affitrance = 
of bliſs, and immortality encourages mie to 

welcome my diſſolution: bur if T, a5 y 


L 2 - unreaſonably 


9 .. x" / - 
„ > 
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unreaſonably ſuſpect, and cenſure me, was 
indeed a : hypocrite,” I ſhould dread death 
fromm its conſequence, foraſmuch as I could 

then have no hee. For what is the hope 
of the hypocrite, &c. Theſe words repre- 
ſent i in a very ARG gra | | 


1 That hypecrify i is folly and deluſion « at 
preſent; and certain ruin in the final event: | 
e e eee 
bee | 


1. The BP 4 19 * of integrity as 
the wiſeſt choice, foraſmuch as this immi- 
nent quality makes men caſy and ſatisfied 
in all conditions, and confirms the joyful 
expectation of a glorious e. 


"And firſt, that hypocriſy i is faly, &c. 


It is obvious. Job. pronounces this ſen- 
tence upon Hpocriſy, when crowned with 
a continued ſeries of ſucceſs. It is folly, 
becauſe it centers all happineſs in the en- 
joyments of the world, to the manifeſt 


: neglect of immortality. Fi or, in his opi- 
| nion, 


» wat q 
= 
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greateſt imaginable, is a tolerable compen- 
ſation for the loſs of eternal happineſs. 


nal poſſeſſion of worldly goods -prechudes 
all claim and title, and euts off the hopes 
of heaven. Hypocriſy is 2 manifeſt delu- 
fon, as it ſeduces the hypocrite to re- 
nounce heaven, and exchange that momen- 
tous intereſt, eternal bappinclt in rever- 
fion, for the precarious advantage of a little 
preſent profit. And therefore Jeb, allow 
ing bypoerity all the advantages the hypo- 
crite can either wiſh” or reap from'it;”intis 
.mates plainly. that it is a fallacious choice ; 
becauſe it leaves the © hypocrite hopeleſs 
with reference to his: portion in a future. 
ante. 1 

The hypocrite's condition then Hi the 
moſt advantageous view, is apparently tni- 
 ferable. But what, if the hypocrite ſhould 
miſcarry in his mercenary ſchemes? If his 
hypocriſy inſtead of being an expedient to 
Increaſe his riches proves in fact an obſtacle 
to the improvement of his fortune? And 
1 3 | the 


Becauſe the unlawful acquiſition and crimi- 


| 


9 98 * R ; M ON vn. 


the ſuppolizign in the text, though he bath. 
gained, is u plain indication that che hypo- 
arte is nat always ſure to ſucceed by byto- 
enih . He indsed aſſumes the dreſs, and 
5 bak af geligion, aud hopes to cl his 
kpevery unger the formalities of gutward 

ſancktity . And the general intention of ap- 
pearipg in this .gounterfeit character, and 
acting in fig uiſg, is the better ta cart on 
the trade of intereſt; | This is che ultimate 
end and drift of his whole ſcheme. But 
then Jebevideptly. ſuggeſts this is far from 
being ap:jofallible, method co chrive in the 
world, and can anly: he coafidered as a pro- 
bable meaus, and ſuch, is, may often fail of 
| luccels.; For. tho. a, hypocrite May, and 
{amefimes:does. proſper: by artful ſubtilty, 
yet hypocriſy once detected proves a diſaps 

poingpept, and prejudice to 2 ue 
So that what he apprehended would be the 
yery expedient to diſtinguiſh. agd elevate 
his fortune, is Frequently the immediate 9c- 
caſion of degrading LOG wh iato 
e Mn lt ie 1 
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It is obvious from this repreſentation of 
hypoeriſy, that Job contidered. its common 
eyent as a bare contingency or chance; and 
in this view he condemns the practice of it 
2 juſtly exceptionable; and is for Jaying it 
aſide intirely, as it may probably end in 
diſappointment and contulion. For, though 
a man may make it in ſpecalation ſuhſer- 
vient to his intereſt, he may, moſt likely, 
and in appearance will be deceived in the 
application. Hypoeriſy is therefore to be 
diſcarded, as it has a tendeney to diſap- 
point the ſelfiſh expectations and darling 
purſuits of -the metcenaty hypocrite, and 
is upon this -eftimate, and in Job's ſenti- 


ments, truly folly and deluſion, even upon 


worldly cbnſiderations. And if we appeal 
to experience and obſervation, frequent in- 
ſtances will convince us of the fact, and 
confirm us in this opinion 

Hypocriſy, it is true, may be . 
ſerviceable in promoting an immediate in- 
tereſt, and is therefore an effectual expe- 

dient ſubſervient for that end. For while 


the hypgerite acts under the appearance, 
L 4 and 
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And wich the ſolemnity of religious proſeſ- 
fons, he may, without difficulty, play the 
kurve. Hb apparent fanQity will incline 

the charitable part of mankind to think 

= well of him, till they have reaſon to do 
1 otherwiſe: and this good opinion may in- 
—_. - duce men of penetration and caution to re- 
poſe a confidence in, and ſo be abuſed and 
« betrayed by bim, whenever a favourable 
vopportunity for gain offers, and therefore 
dit neceſſarily requires time to detect the 
- cheat and ep e the bypocrip.: But when 
th diſcovery is once made; and the lurking 
villainy laid open, this notice is a public 
alarm to truſt the inſidious impoſtor no lon- 
„ger, and a conſtant admonition to guard a- 
gtioſt future treachery. And his preſent 
ſhameful ſucceſs will in à great mealute aſ- 
ſiſt in preventing his ſuture unrighteous 
gains. For all' who come to know bis 
13 character will prove ſpies and dbſervers of 
_ his conduct in their neceſſary intercourſe; 1 
J and their knowledge of, and juſt ſuſpicion 
_ of impoſition and fraud, will diſſuade all 
R * ni e communication 


R 
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communication and commerce with ſuch 

à one, when it can be well avoĩded. 
And hence it is obvious, that if the reſt 
df mankind are at all influenced by inteteſt. 
the hypoerite will vertainly be à ſufferer, 
for every wiſe man in trade, or in any pro- 
feſſion, will induſtriouſly decline” dealing 
with à known knave; and common” pro- 
denee and common practice ſufficientlyjuſ- 
tify the obſervation. Hypocriſy therefore, 
upon worldly confiderations, appears miſ- 
taken policy, as it has a direct tendency to 
ptejudice, and ruin the hypocrite in his 
general intereſt. And the probability of 
mifcarrying in the proſecution of his grand 
point gain, is hence evident, | becauſe he 
will frequently be perplexed with a variety 
of meaſures and different intereſts; and 
| oppoſition of affairs will often interfere and 
claſh, till a neceſſity of acting manifeſts 
and betrays the hypocrite. And when his 
reputation becomes branded with the odium 
of hypocriſy, all his ſchemes and projects 
will de blaſted and ruined, and himſelf 
-rendered incapable of doing any extenſive 
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| 
muſchlef or dannage; for he will be deteſted 
and abhiorred by the — 


and ſhunned and common 
avoided 
— — 
—— artful ſoever 15 bine 
. —— ions 4 
Tt tom teſco of «wick cs 
A of -2 wicked in- 
with the better — —— 
henſion of impoſition — — 
kon:a diflidence ; and 2 — 
appear in a ꝓrudent tefuſal EE 
of all 
— it is — And in 
= —— his opportunities of 
@ natro com — — 
— getting money by hypacriſy 
7 ä — for 
—— 
pore ron 1 and deluſion of a pro- 
— = Hypocriſy then, in point 
: —.— even under the notion of 
me. in 4. 20 ani, 
But 
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event, and conſider his portion in an after 
ſtate, che hypocrite is irxecorernbly tuineud: 
for he prufeſſedly renoumces all pretenſions 
to ſututity, beoauſe ingenßiſtent with bis 
iniquitous pur ſuits, and therefare id ad. 
pains to make a proviſion fer an h r, 
His great idol is rah; be is bent op-grow- 
5 and this ſingle point gngroſſes his 
thoughts and application, The means arp 
regarded no further than as they are ſer- 
viceable to carry on his ſchemes and good 
or bad, makes no difference. with him if it 
anſwers his. preſent exigences: this is an 
ample circumſtance, for his ſole aim is with 
the rich fool in the goſpel, to pronounce 
rel to his ſoul in the acquiſition. of an hoard 
of riches. But if he is diſappointed in his 
projet, and his ſcheme of hypoctiſy de- 
ceives him, he is then a deluded wreteh 
while living, and what is moſt deplorable, 
for ever milerable at his death. Therefore 
every wiſe man will make choice of that 
ſcheme of life as is moſt <ligible, which 
will be attended with preſent ſucceſs ; and 


communicate 
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and tranquility of mind 
m tbe comfortable aſſurance of 4 glorious 


reſurrection to liſe eternal. And this leads 
me to enforce, what the words of the text 
perſuaſtvely recommend, via. The con- 
choice; foraſmuch as this eminent quality 
will make men eaſy and ſatisfied in all con- 
ditions, and confirms the Joyful ah 
of a glorious immortality. 
-And it is ſurely a confderabls- recom- 4 
mendation of integrity, that the jenie and 
reflection of having done our duty, will 
leſſen the real evils of life; and make even 
diſtreſs Itſelf tolerable. For when the con- 
ſeience is freo from gri/t, the good man 
dreads no impending evils, nor finks under 
| the burthen of calamities; but the pions 
fufferer's innocerice, when overtaken with 
the preſfure of affliction, proves his ſup- 
port and comfort. And men of this happy 
character, in the elegant language of ſcrip- 
ture, though they ſhould be troubled, yet 
will they never be diſtreſfed ; though per- 


is 


r though next 
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edi yet not forſaken ; though caſt, down,., 
yet not deſtroyed. Peace of mind and ſa- 
tisfaction of conſcience will enable them to 
endure all the troubles and diſtreſſes of lite, 
with an invincible intrepidity. And the 
pleaſure ariſing from the deliberate reviem 
of a life well ſpent, blunts the edge of ca- 
placence adminiſters not a tranſient relief 
only, but a conſtant conſolation and chear- 
fulneſs in the bitterneſs of affliction. This 
advantage Job experienced perſonally, in 

the extremity of his trouble. When his 
friends would have extorted by rigorous 
cenſures a confeſſion of hypocriſy from him, 
he profeſſes his perfect innocence with e- 
motion, and proteſts, with a generous ab- 
borrence of their uncharitable charge, that 
no infinuation ſhould ever draw this ſname 
ful acknowledgement from his lips. And 
he ſays, with a kind of triumph on this 
occaſion, No, I thank God my heart is 
ſound and honeſt; and therefore, as I hi- 
therto have the grateſul approbation of my 
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vf fife continue the ' molt wrerehed imagh= 
nuble, I am determined to preferve my in- 
reyrity, and to enjoy the experience; while 
Flive 3” God forbid” that' Þ ſhould juſtify 
you: till I die'Þ will not remove my integ- 
rity from mo. My righteouſnefs I hold 
faſt; and wilt not let it go: — 


not reproach me us long as F live. = 


And this conſolation is the common in- 
heritance of every upright mam equally with 
Job,” who in all the revolutions and changes 
of Hife, heroicalty keeps his innpcence,. 
md is inflexibly refolved to dig with that 
gorious and honourable character. Fheſe 
venerable perſons, from the confidence of 
x conſcienee void of offence, are diſpirited 
at no dangers, bur defeat” calamities by a 
patient fortitude. They! haue, in their 
greateſt exigencios and trials, a conſtant 
friend and comforter; that valuable; that 


defirable bleflinp; pence of mind a bleſſing 


perſbnal and indvpendent of the world: and 


which iv the meſt eomiiderable fatisfaction, 
a ſure and cerxꝛin friend in the day of ad- 
2 For this is a perpetual ſpring! of 

comfort 
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comfort and delight; and hence, .as-4het 
Pfalmiſt juſtly nepreſents their caſe, to the 
upright there ar i eth light in the dathnhoſu- 
Their paſt integrity, and preſen reſigna- 
tion under the. diſpenſations of an all- wiſe. 
Providence, gives a ſuperiority and victory 
dom and goodneſs,, and aſſured: by the da- 
clarations of ſcripture, that the father of 
mercy and God of all, comfort does. never 
willingly grieve. the. children of men,, and. 
therefore their diſtreis is:intended. as a gra- 
cious. diſeipline, and will, if duly, improve 
od. contribute to their perfection and hap- 
pineſa. Thus was the hleſſed: author of 
our ſalvation made perfect through, ſuffer- 
ings, and thia hleſſing wil hai i his meek. and. 
afflicted diſciples reap, if theꝝ follow: his, 

glorions example by a ſincere, tho! imper- 
fect innocence and virtue.  This,great.be- 
nefit then, and the aſſurance God · has. given 
6 he will never 


4 leave 
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Kave gor forſake his faithfiil ſervants, i i 
ſufficient ſupport and encouragement under 
the troubles and diſtreſſes of life. For, 
fince the virtuous and innocent have in all 
events and caſualties, in the evil day, a 
fafe aſylum, they may calmly acquieſce in 
the patronuge of their gracious and almigh- 


ty Protector, who will vouchſafe a deli- 


veranice, or elſe convert their troubles into 
bleffings, by making theſe ſeeming ſeve- 
rities acts of grace, in contributing to their 
final happineſs and ſalvation. — 


it is obvious that men of integrity in the 


Dr 
being deſtitute; and though all around 
them ſhould be involved in darkneſs, yet 
they have reaſon: to be contented, as there 
is a perfect calm wichin, and their inno- 
cenee engages the peculiar care of Heaven, 
and aſſures to their hopes the reverſion. of a 


glorious immortality. .- * K-34 8 * 


But I muſt obſerve, to the adragtage of 


honeſty and integrity, that they have a na- 
tural tendency to improve the fortunes, and. 
promote the intereſt of men, in this world; 

and 


— 
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and therefore, in common policy there is 
ſpecial reaſon and inducement to cultivate 
theſe beneficiat virtues; for, wha is ſo fit 
to be truſted as the man whoſe candour and 
| ingenuity 0bviate all ſupicions of diſhoneſty? 
who is influenced always, in every tranſ- 
action, by a principle of conſcience; and 
would never violate it forthe moſt valuable 
confideration, — not to gain the world ? A 
man of this rare character deferves, and 
juſtly. challenges, a confidence from all; 
for no change of circumſtances. can ſhake 
his integrity, or force him to betray his 
ruſt, and in his conſcience and fincerity 
the world has ſuch a ſecutity, which, if it 
univerſally prevailed, would mate the en- 
pedience of bonds and contracts perfectly 
uſeleſs and inſignificant. For men of true 
probity have an inviolable reverence for e- 
quity; and reſolve ſooner to ſuffer in their 
properties, than betray a ſordid ſpirit in 
tricking” and chuffling. Integrity is the 
- reigning principle in their whole com- 
- merce with others, and even in the necei- 


oY 
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5 fary competitions. of life, they act with a 


p 


ſerupulous fidelity, and withithe ſtricteſt 


| honour; reje all indirect practices, all the 


doubles, the evaſions and refinements of 


artifice and cunning, and apply to none but 


fair and warrantable means to carry their 
point. And wherever theſe men are diſ- 


engaged, they on every occaſion, manifeſt 


a benevolence, a | generolity,-. and fraternal 
'zeal, in the welfare and happi- 
neis of mankind. Their innocence," their 


ſimplicity, their integrity, their benevo» - 


lence, will: attract the admiration, com- 
mand the reverence, and engage the eſteem 
and love of all conſiderate conſcientious 


men. And in every country (ſo long as 


_ a nation, and fin . is the reproach of any 


people, prevails); their character will be 
: acred and inviolable, and their perſons 


protected from inſults, outrage. and op- 


— Fot their ſerviceableneſs and 


- dignity: will recommend theſe reputable 
- members of the community: ta private con- 


l ', MN . fidence 


ow 
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gdenee and friendſhip; and to univerſal - 


tice, and public encouragement. And, un- 


der this ſecurity and countenance, the bleſ- 
ſings of plenty and affluence, in the com- 
mon courſe of things, will prove the effect 


and * cn n 


wy fragality. 

But, however, it . — 
ex and the particular 
of Job in the text is a proof, that 
ptobity and virtue are not al ways ſucceſsful 


and fortunate in the world, and is a con- 
firmation that even good men may, with - 


out any impeachment of their innocence, 
be involved in troubles and calamities, and 
therefore the outward circuniſtances and 
diſtreſs of the ſufferers are no infallible de- 
cifions of their being greater ſinners than 
others. And this is obvious in the inſtance 


of Jeb, who was ſorely afflicted, and yet 


was” evidently very innocent. This ſtate 
of good men is agreeable to the repreſen- 
tations of holy writ; and is confirmed by 


3 hiſtory; for, it is well 
M 2 known 


off 
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keen ie e Sense depravity/abd-inunds. | 


= r 


and expoſes the righteous to: perſecution 
| — ' Ow 1 the 
when it vn dangerous 0 appear ben 
and was exemplified in the perſecutions of 
the primitive chriſtians, and will be ptac- 
nerate age. For honeſt men. when ini- 
quity abounds, will never ſubmit to the 
baſe, however popular and faſhionable vices 
of the times; and their inflexibility. and in: 
tegrity will raiſe them enemies, and parties 
will eng ae ue ne 
cuous virtue. * | 
But then, in dn bed ee eh 
under the load ef unjuſt oppreſſion, the 


| holy fufferers. are neither diſcouraged nor 
ſupport and conſolation; and ' a. conſciouſ- 
nels of their innocence, and the conſidera - 
tion of calamities,” as the exerciſe and im- 
ptovement af their virtue; and ee 
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of an intereſt in the life and immortality, 
brought to light by the goſpel, will enforce.” 

ſubmiſſion and 7 * their La . 
dience will be abubdant] ty rewarded, An 
this perſuaſion wilt e Shun el 


cute 5 e of their aty, to. eIp 
mn ST an , of men. 
or, hong 60 red God's Favout and ap- 


quieſce in bis) 
en Anon tdurthbr” 55 
plaint, u oder al dips, And 
fidence i an immottality op 355 — 
ſured to their faith will ee "chow to 
bear all hardſhips with a becoming patience; 
this glorious proſpect will communicate in 
all their troubles, comfort; and the joyful 


8 


expectation and aſſurance will inſpire a 


chearfulneſs and pleaſure, in overcoming 
temptations, and enliven the hopes of hap- 
OHV the hour of death ; and ſo confirm 
a. perſeverance in well doing to the end; 
foraſmuch as this obedience will infallibly 
en glory, honour and immortality. 
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Wherefore nom, "let the Fehr of the Lord be 


on 8 take heed of do righteouſneſs: 


2 Her, there Te no irquity with the Lord our 


1 ee N 
WL — vs Lam Tel eids 9 
285 46150 uin Log hes 

0 
| and a too bad experience « of che com- 
of mankind in all ages, 
have abuadantly proved the abiolute neceſ- 
ſity and requiſite execution of laws, to the 


very beiog, wen, as intereſt of, ſociety, 
M 4 And 


. 
+ &: þ 
we 
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And, if we trace the inſtitution up to its 


the world grew 333 it became vi- 
: cious, and ſoon manifeſted a propenſity and 
 ripekt violence invafiofi; And 
| . Monk, in SIE check and — 
vent the dreadful calamities of lawleſs li- 
centiouſneſs and cruel oppreſſion, formed 
themſclves tb cotrirtuniticsifor their mu- 
tual 8 2 and p N ; 
- His was 15 lythe r and Wunde! 
8550 0 n i F 1; A he Te. 
fy of which 5 men's 
Tons, rights and 3050 Eg 25 
ſion of this ſort muſt evidently be caleu- 
— and proportioned to the different exi- 
FARE er e ue d ican- 
wy fewer were For the di- 
| tion of Juſtice at frſk. But, when 
Peoples in time multiplied und- grew hure 
ros, ——— tying: 
5 . 
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ſers of juſtice for the diſpatch of buſineſs 
were enereaſed, the. offices regulated. and 
reduced to a necefiary ſubordination: to 
higlier powers, for ihe general advaiitags 
of all conſtitutions, - And this; 
tion is founded on nem beeauſe the de» 
eiſion of u variety of caſes, is apparently 
too great an employment for anꝝ fingle! per- 
ſon. This is the traſon and ground of 
Jethro s advice to aꝶs. ta provide ſubordi: 
nate rulers af thouſands, of hundreds, of 
fifties,” and of tend. Theſe ter to judge 
the pecple at all ſeaſons, and impoeted to 
determine leſs: matters; but the more fliffi⸗ 
10 be brought befure Moſer to receive hid 
foal ſentence. So, ſays Fathro, ſhall it hy 
eaſier for thyſelf: and they willi boar 
duden with! the. And u8/it was fercel- 
lent advice, the propoſal, upon attention, 
had the approbation of! Moſes; and, in 
pParſuance of thir good advice; he appoint - 
d 2 magiſtraey enttely ubos this plan, 
Aud ſome proviſion of this e, tho” 
; not 
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not, perheps, of juſt the ſame nina -muſt 
lubſiſt in every nation, for the more eaſy, 
ex peditious adimmiſtration of juſtice. Ac- 
cordingly, you lenom the ruling members 
of 'corpotatians and boroughs are veſted with 
avthotiry byrrbartem to do juſtioe, in ordi- 
nary. cafes; : wheteas,' cauſes of mdre ma- 
terial conleiuenc are reſerved for the cog· 
nian und decifion of ſuperior magiſſtrates. 
But ye, tis Certain, proviſſons of this kind, 
and wich this reſervey us they are intended; 
o when well eredutedꝭ become greatly 
uſeful and ſbenficia in promoting the in- 
tereſt uncl proſperity of a kingdom. The 
only queſtionqthen ia how this deſireable 
advantageican be beſt ſerured ? and what 
the inaſt. eſfectual principle to influence 
e magiſtiate; in the faithful ducharge of 
his-offiee? And texall. the ſchemes that 
human fancy cn, conceive-.or deviſt, and 
you muſt, afterall, refolye it into the fear 
of God, ag the oniy firm. aſſurance we can 
have, ang wah ae quieſce in ith ſafety and 
rl 5 £ 518759 2717 To GON: n confidence 


425 
1 * 0 


2 4, An babitual farof Cod, the wind 
of every magiſtrate, as a qualification abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the due diſcharge of his 
duty. And even, where there is is ls 
principle, they e enn 


n. Xt 111 11 49, + 9 89 


II. X careful, e e 
of juſtice, take. heed, and dorrighteouſneſs, 
as; this only can. Hgrire credit and; honour 
on, your _office,.,and, 1 promote the A 
 gavod.., And as nothing i is ſo effeQual a per 
— to o pity, ;of life, as the Cronin in- 
a of a good example, this confidera- 

= will certainly. determine every ruler 


| fox the good of the people. To 2 virtuous 


behaviour i in his Eine life; Wich which 


And hrt, every 9 8 whatever his 8 


rink. and quality may be in a ſtate, 1s yet 
ert and frictly. God's winifter. He 


may 


* 
BE. 
"6 


„ 8 Alt o vith 


or proftitute the g 


e indeed and. does often roceire. bis 


commilſion;. immediately from meg, and 
ſo acts by deputation. But then, this, 


puted authority, thus derived, is not v 


 dbſolurhyrand olviineecty in bin uf gave 


it;cbecauſe, | ul} power or government is, 
in fact, the otdinamce of God. Soyeroigns, 


thixrefore; and monarchs, are only his vige- 


gerents, appointed: for: the preſervation of 
the, peace, order and happineſs of mankind. 


And However they may ſport with; abafe, 
-pfivitege of power, 
yer tie ckttaim the grant" itfelf, and/alÞ the 
chile aüll tirfe that the preteſt patitaid- 
ont bartlt Have do ze, id run deck and gehts 
eck on 1 fight application” t& the Blr) er 
Gbs; and the ſervice'of ien For wert 
is no power bur of Gad the powers Mit 
be ace ördafutd of God: abd'rafers att Bet 


chret nimmer of Golf Elidfficition fob 


niſhment of evil dbers, and the prarte of 
. well. And; By Hith; kings 


2 princes dtoree leck, i Hke 
n ner; 


"the: ae whis * 2 
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ſervieacy to ; carry, n and complent the 
great end of all government, theyublicgerd, 
asd are therefore properly to be gonſidered 
as the or inance of God, and ſo accountable. 
to him for theis adminiſtration, and behavi- 
our, in their reſpective offices. / Ang, tis 
very remarkable to che preſent purpole, Je- | 
boſaphat, who. was himſelf a king, upon 
his appointment of judges, conſidered 

them in this point of view, for to engꝛgt 
his nem made judges to a more conſcien- 
tious execution of juſtice. This is his 
immediate charge; Take heed what you 
do: for ye judge not for man, but for the 
Lord, who is with you in the judgment. 
And how, indeed, can we expect impar- 
tiality from any magiſtrates, but ſuch as act 
under an awful ſenſe, and. full, conviftion 
of receiving their commiſlion from Gd. 

For a firm perſuaſion in che mind of the 
magiſtrate, that he is God's repreſentative, 
will impreſs a right ſenſe of his true cha- 
rater, and inſpire him with an inflexible - 
reſolution 


_ obſerve, he will forfeit! all title to j merit 


nn #'t N M ON yur. . 
caſolatibhah# hitegtlty wor to be cortupt= 


ed. He will be determined to imitato the 
Loru his God, in the whole adminiſtration 
of his office; and therefore teſolve to be 
always free as from all iniquity, ſo from 
all partiality. This conſideration, and this 
only, will raiſe him above all influence ; 
diveſt him of party and prejudice; diſtin- 


guiſh him for a ſtrict attentioti to the real 


merits of every cauſe; and make him what N 
it is neweſſary he, and all who are contern - 


ed in the deciſion of juſtice, ſhould be 9225 


feetiy impartial jodges. 
But, ſuppoſe a | magiſtrate void and re- 
gardleſs of the fear of God, and what cat. | 
you expect from his adminiſtration > No- 
thing regular, nothing certain. There is 
abundant Reaſon to dread a general, a 


groſs irregularity, 'and whatever little pood 
he may happen to do in the courſe of his 


office will be imputed to meer chance, and 


not to any good intention. Thus you may 


and 


* 


% R900" Wt iy 
wild egeem, for want of 4 "right Pris- 
"Our'Savidur mile has given us a af. 


feclog character of an irtelig cus Judge, 
which amply confirms this deen. 


The wut judge, in Sr. Lute, did, tis true, 


-avenge the poor widow, and why? Was it 
from a ſeuſe of the juſtice of het eauſe? 
'from a regard to religion, honour; or con- 
ſcience? From none of theſe, but for his 
own eaſe and quiet, and to prevent the 
trouble of a conſtant importunity. And 
ho natural is the concluſion; that every 
magiſtrate deſtitue of the fear of God will 
act upon no ſettled principle, but run 

through bis office as the impulſe of hu- 


mour and paſſion, or the influence of par- | 


tiality and intereſt direct him And there- 
fore you cannot but ſee how immediately 
 neceflary the fear of God is to the doing of 
your duty? For, conſider yourſelves as 
acting in God's ſtead, and accountable to 
him [for miſmanagement and mifeondutt. 
And what is the immediate effect, and cer- 


. 
* „ FA EP 
2080 an 
of x 
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tain canleguepor, of fo awful 2 conſideta 
tion? Undoubtedly, an impartial execu - 
tion of juftice. For you will then never, 
who are the guardians of juſtice, betray a 
truſt confided to your care and fidelity, 
aud muſt, conſequently, relolve to be, un- 
der no ſort of jnfluence. . Juſtice is your 
immediate, yout proper, and your only 
province. Conſider yourſelves as: noder 
_aftritobligation for — of this 
. your more particular duty ; and then, you 
will endeavour to have a conſcience void of 
offence towards, God, and towards man: 
for no diſtinction of party, no relation of 
blood, ho union of affinity, nor attachment 
of friendſhip, will ever prevail with you 
| de o, * or . the ſentence of 


e how parti- 
_  cularly uſcful and neoeſſary a conſtant ſenſe 
of God is always to the magiſtrate 3 as tis 

an effectual reſtraint, and certain preſerva- 

tive from pride, a fin that too eaſily beſets, 
and is too often predominant in ſtations of 

—_ power 


* 
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and eminence. For, If men ars 
43 vain enough not to attend to theit 
proper character, but dwell on their & g¹ν 
as an argument of capacity and morit; pride” 
will ſoot ſwell the Heart, and intexicate 


the head with an imaginary- conceit 3 an 


theu, prompt them to exerciſc a tyrannient 
amd abſolute way. But when the mind is 
ſeaſoned with a thorough ſenſe of religion, 
the than, truly ſenfible of the anthor of his 
dignity, ' will arrogate no vain praiſe to him - 
ſelf, but generouſſy afcribe his exuftation 


0 God, add oy, Ei tige band rf 


= ceſs of his adminiſtration, not purely to his 


him to honour, his arm, and the light of 


- his countenance, becauſe he had a favour 


unto him. And this ſenſe of his obliga- 
tion will prompt him to impute the firc- 


own prudence and counſel, but to the aſ- 


iſtivg grace of the Almighty, in whoſe 
governance are the frearts of all rulers; and 


who turneth and difpoſerhy of therm as it 
feemetir beſt to his] godly wiſdom.” The 


fear of God will, never * him to abuſe 


and 
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and. proſtitute his influence and authority 
to the- baſe ſervice and ſhameful gratifi- 
catian, of his luſts, but will urge him to 
employ, and exert it to his Lord's honour 

and ſervice. 80 uſeful, ſo extremely ne- 
ceſſary is an habitual fear of God on the 
mind of the magiſtrate. And wherever 
there is this fixt Principle, it will appear as 
1 obſer vet. 

In a careful and impartial adminiſtration 
of juſtice, he will take beed and do right- 
| eouſneſs; as this care and diligence can only 
bring. the. magiſtrate honour and credit, 
and promote the public good. 

A truly religious magiſtrate, as he will 
| be ſure to act under the influence and ſenſe 

of religion, ſo he will conſider himſelf un- 
der a ſtrict obligation to take heed ; for, 
Without care and precaution,, 'tis impoſſible 
to do righteouſneſs with a becoming impar- 
tiality and integrity. A thorough know- 
ledge of every fact muſt evidently be pre- 
vious to a juſt determination; and this will 


r require 2 75 hearing, an exami- 


nation 


* 
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nation of all circumſtances, a cloſe atten- 
tion to particulars, and, for fear of a wrong, 
judgment, a review, perhaps, of the evi- 
dence. This is obviouſly requiſite in the 
moſt plain and eaſy caſes; for where differ- 
ent parties are concerned, tis but common 
Juſtice to hear both ſides, and allow the 
teſpective pleas their full and proper weight: 
a magiſtrate, who thinks this too much 
trouble, and is unwilling to be at this ne- 
ceſſary pains; tis certain, is ill qualified for 
the ſeat of juſtice; for, without this dili- 
gence and application, how is it con- 


, Ceivable, he can ever diſcharge his impor- 
tant truſt? 1 have hitherto ſuppoſed the 
eaſieſt part of your office, that the parties 
have acted with general candour at leaſt; 
though not without a ſuſpicion of what you 
muſt expect ſome ſhare of partiality. And 
therefore, even here it is your incumbent 
duty, to conſider this common and natural 
prejudice ; and conſequently you are oblig- 
ed to take heed, to fift the matter, to ob- 
ſerve where the wei ight of evidence pte 


N 2 vails, 


— 4 
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Falz, and Where the partial infinuations of 
FF, lurk in difgufſe. This is à neceſſary 
diſtinction to 2 if you would be 
thought, and would ever Miniſter "naw 

kc judgment to the people. | 
But confidet, you have to deal, gene- 
ralty with the loweſt of the people, and 
obſerve, what I apprehend you frequently 
find to be fact. That there is often much 
perplexity and confuſion in their evidence, 
in ſome through ignorance; in others, 
through deſign. In theſe caſes, therefore, 
an exact and minute enquiry is perfectly 
neceſſary; ſor, it is certain, no juſt ſen- 
tence can be pronounced, till theſe obſta- 
cles are removed; that is, till the caſe i 
made clear, and fully underſtood. If then 
K. would know the truth, you muſt re- 
olve to ſearch the matter, An accurate 
examination will enable you to diſcover 
where real ignorance has occafioned obfeu- 
rity and confuſion, and where the artifice 
and craft of knayery has wilfully involved 
matters in evalive difimulation and artful 


intricacys | 
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intricacy, This will prove a certain clue 
to aſſiſt and direct you in all the, difficul · 
ties, the windings, the labyrinths, inci- 
dent to the adminiſtration, of juſtice; and 
is the only expedient to prevent impoſition, 
and expoſe fraud and knavery, And who 
does not ſee bow extremely ſeaſonable, and 
requiſite a qualification, à ſtrict caution is 
in every magiſtrate in order to his doing 
righteouſneſs? And, it is hence obvious, 
he had need be endued with judgment, 
penetration; for theſe qualities are eſſen · 
tial to a thorough canvaſſing and adjuſting 
of litigated points, under the condu of an 

exact vigilance and acute diſcernment. _ . 
Add to this, the variety of temptations 
that the magiſtrate is expoſed to, in the 
courſe of his office, and the neeeſſity of the 
injunction, to tate heed, will appear with 
a ſtill ſtronger obligation. For magiſtraey 
is by no means to be regarded as a ſtation 
of eminence and elevation only, but you 
N 3 muſt 
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muſt be ſure to remember always, — it 
is in fad, a ſtate of trial, and a teſt of your 
integrity. And therefore, you are to con- 
| fider honor and duty, as neceſſarily and in- 
ſeparably connected, and your dignity as 
incumbered with temptation. This con- 
fideration will have a uſeful effect; it will 
mortify vanity, and the bloated conceit of 
power; and, morebver, influence you to 
tate heed what you do, for you muſt expect 
to have your integrity attacked in every 
paſſion of your nature, your fear ſtormed 
by inſolence and menace, your favour 
courted by inſinuation and flattery, ſo that 
it will require a firm reſolution, and the 
utmoſt care, to paſs a conſcientious ſen- 
tence; for, if paſſion or prejudice are ſuf- 
fered to prevail, the magiſtrate will be too 
apt to divert the ſtream of juſtice, and force 
it into a wrong channel; ſo neceſſary is an 
exact care to the juſt determination of all 
caſes that are brought before him. 

But your care and vigilance is of a yet 


larger extent; for, as magiſtrates you are 
certainly 
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certainly bound to prevent evils; as well as 


redreſs grievances; and, therefore, the 
morals of the people fall under your obſer- 
vation, and deſerve your ſerious attention · 
And here I cannot help intimating, that 
there are two foul vices, that the populace 
are generally, much addicted to; vices of 
a certain pernicioustendency; vices often fatal 
and deſtructive to communities; and, there- 
fore, vices well worth your ſpecial notice; 
and theſe are /ewdneſs and intemperance. Re- 
collect only the conſtant confeſſions of ma- 
lefactors and criminals at the gallows, if 
you want proof for your full conviction. 
Theſe vices generally go hand in hand, 
and unite in men's deſtruction. You may, 
with a little reflection, obſerve the whole 
progreſs of theſe vices: intemperance is an 
incitement and inlet to lewdneſs, and lewd- 
neſs is forced in its turn to fly to intem- 
perance. And what dreadful evils are we 
not to expect from this corrupt ſource ? 
What but theft, robberies, cruelties, mur- 
ders? What a frightful image of horror 
; and 
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and deſolation does the proſpect of theſe 
twin vices ſhock us with) How ſeaſon- 
able, therefore; is it for the magiſtrate to 
znterpaſe, and exert his authority, to puniſh 
theſe notorious diſorders, and nip the evil 
in the bud ? Conſider that confinement, 
and a ſeaſonable correction, may be of 
great ſervice. to reclaim the vicious; and 
as it has this uſe, it is an act of charity as 
well as juſtice, I am, however, by no 

means, for treating all offenders with equal 
rigour : this ſeverity would often prove a 
manifeſt injury, and wherever it may con- 
ſiſtentiy be done, juſtice ſhould be tempered 


with humanity. For there is certainly a 
great difference between. delinquents, who 


| have ushappily been ſeduced by inexpe- 


rience, and the downright worthleſs. profli- 
gate. The raw novice, is, methinks, en- 
titled to compaſhion, and even ſome indul- 
gence, hen joined with ſeaſonable cau- 
tions and good advice from a magiftrate, 
may make 8 deeper impreſſion, and have 
K — effect than the moſt ſublime pre- 


cepts 
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precepts delivered from the pulpit. And 
when you make this reflection, I will hope 
the cauſe, the ſervice, and intereſts of re- 
Hgion and virtue, will engage you to make 
the application, wherever it is avs to be 
mne with ſucceſs. 

And 1 muſt beg leave 65 remind 
you, that tis your duty never to ſpare the 
idle, the looſe, the diſſolute wreteh, — you 
may perhaps be induced to ſhow favour 
from a miſtaken ſenſe of compaſſion; but, 
be affured, the World will pronounce it, 
either weakneſs, pufilanimity, or indolence, 
in all flagrant caſes, and recollect you are 
the guardians of the public, and that the 
community cries for vengeance, on all ſuch 
locuſts. Impunity is an encouragement to 
iniquity and villainy. Let them know you 
will never ſuffer them to live on the ſpoil ; 
and make them feel all attempts of gaining 


a livelihocd, by eaſier than honeſt methods, 


ſhall only ſubject them to harder labour, and 
deſerved puniſhment, Much good, we are 


aſſured, has been * in the nation this 
way, 


{ 

| 
if 

| 

| 
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way, and many reduced to a jult ſenſe of 
their intereſt, and duty; many more we 
have ſad experience, want to have this. ſea» 
ſonable kindneſs done them. And you 
muſt know the importance, both to them, 
and yourſelves, of checking the growth of 
wickedneſs, before it is too late, If you 
hope for the reputation and honour of good 
magiſtrates, and you are falſe to God and 
man, if you neglect it, remember ſhame, 
diſgrace and contempt, are the certain portion 
of a bad magiſtrate; and an indolent one, 
is not a mere cypber, but a libel an good 
Jaws, Let therefore, vigilance, zeal, and 
activity, diſtinguiſh the adminiſtration of 
your office. This diligence, will procure 
you veneration and reverence; and if you 
are willing to adorn your character with a 
luſtre, and grace, conſider the perſuaſive 
and effectual influence of a good example. 
And this will enforce the neceſſity and ex- 


pedience of what is required from the ma- 
e as his neceſſary duty, which i is the 


III. 
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im. Propoſition; viz. a virtuons beha- 


viouri in his private life. 

This conduct, in its full extent, cer- 
tainly implies the practice of every ſocial, 
und domeſtic virtue, but as there is a cloſe 
connection between the private and public 
life of the magiſtrats, I ſhall only ſpecify 
thoſe virtues, which eſpecially | illuſtrate 
magiſtracy: And need I mention the great 
and ſingular advantage of the magiſtrate's 
conſtant attendance on the ſervice of the 
church, I have proved an awful ſenſe of re- 


ligion abſolutely neceſſary to the due dif- 


charge of his office. And, if he acts under 
this ſenſe of religion, it will never ſuffer 


him to forget his duty to God, or neglect 


any opportunity of worſhipping him, in 
prayer and ſupplications, with the Congre- 
gation. This he will conſider, when he 
thinks it a privilege of diſtinction, for he 
never can appear with more honour and 


glory, than when he humbles himſelf be- 


fore God. And, when you reflect that the 
common people live chiefly, if not wholly, 


oy 
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by precedent ; and it is well known, they 
are guided more by example, than precept; 
it is almoſt ſuperfluous, to remind you of 
the neceſſity of . the church con- 
ſtantlys for you cannot but be ſeuſible, that 
a good example muſt greatly influence the 
populace, and ſo prove inſtrumental in the 
convertion of ſome, and the confirmation 
of others, in religion. 

But as, chriſtian magiſtrates, i will be 
bighly proper to inſiſt on your being graced 
with chriſtian virtue: And in the firſt place, 
to be eloathed with humility. A virtue 
perfectly neceſſary to all who bear office; 
and whoſe worth is, perhaps enhanced, be- 
cauſe, a ſcarce one. I ſpeak of the true 
genuine humility, not the baſe, the 
counterfeit, which is but too often put on, 
to hide the deformity and odious imputa- 
tion of pride z the common attendant of 
promotion, and advancement. I ſpeak of- 


that humility, which diſplays its amiable- 


neſs, in a frankneſs, and candour of beha- 


viour. This virtue will always prove an or- 


nament, 
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nament, and is therefore a requiſite quality 


in every magiſtrate ; for it will diſpoſe him 
to be  eafy of acceſs, ready to hear, and 


glad to redreſs. grievances, and incline bim 


to favour and encourage modeſt merit, and 

check, and awe aſſuming inſolence.— 
To humility, the magiſtrate ſhould take 

care to add its ſiſter virtue patience ; a virtue 


of the utmoſt importance to his executing 


juſtice with a ſtrict impartiality. And it 
is, I think, obvious how this effect will 
generally be obtained, by determining him 


to a thorough examination of every cafe. 


Whereas, auſterity, and precipitation muſt 
unavoidably run over, and negle& many 
circumſtances, which, if attended to, and 
_ obſerved, would contribute greatly to the 


clearing up, and illuſtrating matters, And 


it has already been remarked how neceſſary 


patience is to the adjuſting the differences 


and litigations of the vulgar, upon account 
of their evidence, which is almoſt always 
attended with perplexity and confufion 
— from ignorance and ftupidity, ot 
from 
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from iniquity and knavery. And, there- 
fore, as this is ſo obvious, it is. doubtleſs 
unneceſſary to enlarge on theſe virtues more 
en, . 

But I muſt beg leave to ſpecify | one yir- 

tte more, as of the firſt importance to the 
magiſtrate, which is, temperance. F or, 
what hope can there be of good adminiſtra- 
tion, when the magiſtrate himſelf, who by 
his office, is to puniſh, ſhould be guilty of 
vice? How inſenſibly will. the bluſh co- 
ver that man's face, who in paſſing ſen- 
tence upon another, condemns his own 
crime in that very perſon, There is too 
much reaſon to ſuſpe&, he will be inclined 
to connive at, and overlook all ſuch crimes, 
and from ſelf-partiality let lea offenders 
generally eſcape. 

By temperance, I not Bag mean that vir- 
tue, as oppoſed to any particular exceſs, 
but I extend it to that reigning vice luxury. 
Reigning indeed, for the infection has 
corrupted almoſt all orders, and degtees 
of men. And, by * underſtand a 
falſe 


4 
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falſe predominant taſte for vanity, and ex- 
travagance ; whether it appears in 2 
fluity of dreſs, eguipage, or in epicuriſm, or 

all, as to quantity and quality. Tis, I am 
ſatisfied, in the power of the legiſlature 
to prevent, in ſome degree, the increaſe of 
either. but influence of example may 
have a better effect. For; would not in- 
feriors generally be aſhamed to affect what 
they obſerve their ſuperiors neglect, and 
deſpiſe? Pride and imitation introduce 
and ſupport this pernicious vice. The 


good example therefore, of ſuperiors would 


tend conſiderably. to a ſpeedy reduction of 
this monſter vice, and hinder its fatal con- 
ſequences, A little knowledge of hiſtory 


and obſervation will ſatisfy us, that where- 
ever luxury prevails, it never fails to de- 


ſtroy the moſt flouriſhing empires and king- 


doms. We have the united ſuffrage of all 


ages and nations to confirm this ſad truth; 
and it was remarkably verified in the ruin 
and 


—U — 


a. - 822 mem” 


* 


* 1 R * ON vir 
and fall of the four great empirer®. 


Volup- | 


touſneſs and effeminacy, the inſeparable 
attendants of luxury, encourayed the inva- 


fion of foreign enemies, and expoſed them 
to worſe at home, by proſtituting their ho- 
nour. For, to ſupport their extravagance, 
they could ſabmit to corruption, and for 


the maintenance of luxury, forfeited their 


liberty. This effect it is known to have 
had —and always will have in every na- 
tion. And therefore, the love of our 


country, when the danger is imminent, 


ſhould provoke our juſt abhorrence of this 
vice, — inſpire us with zeal to ſuppreſs 
it, and quicken our application to avert the 
impending ruin. The greater our ſuperi- 


- ority, the better able we ſhall be to effeck it; 
and, conſequently, the heavier charge will 


be againſt us, if we negle it through want 


of courage, or the fear of incurring the im- 
putation of Sngularity, And the magiſtrate, 


as 
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tis then only we fulfil that royal law, 
witch requires us to love our neighbour as 
Garfelves, When weare ready to e as well 
* 7erglo! , rellere ĩhe wants, as well 
_ as to cover the failings of our brother, to 
afford him all that comfort and ſupport in 
his netelity, v chde Mu card Na- 
ſonably wiſh or deſite, under the ſame cir- 
cumfſtances ; and in a word, to help and 
aſſiſt him 10 hut Het gf idr. ability, and 
bear a part of the burthens he labours un- 
den of. whatſbever fort * Ft * 
therefore in 1 1h 0 2 uy, Pa 
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tion of his grit, render him lefs, criminal, : 


and take off the inſupportabie weight of his - 


wach of the moſt exteping, charity, a0d ; 
| 19 4 to, be undertook. by any meer. man. 
Sf 0, be. be never ſo upright, Will Have : 
Fo 4 enough of k his own to anſwer, Nor, and 
be fer from needing. any N t, 


ligation of religion is 1 0 Te pep 
he transferred from one to another 3 nor 
| can there be any ſueh thing as a gammuni- 
cation of grit or demerit between the mem- 
bers bf Chriſt's, church; we. muſt all fand 
or. all by.qur own actions; and as it fol- 
. lows a.ycrle.or two after the. text, .overy 
bade in this reſpect, hall ann own 
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Aut thongh,we,;cannot bear.the nen, 
5 beat with the offenders; we may 
Pass by with a Chriſtian candour and for- | 
 bearance their {mall,. and pardonable tranſ- 
preps 3 or bethey never ſo flagrant, and 
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che ſpirit afl miekneſs;: and do make them 
 _rſenfible of b. fly, and und dauer of their 
ide woermay/yſe foch | methods) for their 
Information; jamay poſſck them with 3 
ae ſenſe of: het duty, which ahey newer 
knew hefors, or had never well confidered. = 


 3roaties ; or when they are. irreclaimable- 
byagy, gentler ways, by puniſhment, and 
cocreion sp far as we have authority 
to ioflict it, we may. reduge 1 
their extrafagance to ſerious od ber 
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hel mw proceach to repreſentithe imacrn 
burthens that mankind are liable to bear 
ſhoſaicalamities'and difaſters which art ie 
ſuck as the caurſe of Providence? will oblige 
aver an to bear ſome ſhare'of ; and the 
h of. Chriſtianity ſhould incline Ii 
further, to take more than his: n, and 
with a willing geocrofity;to ſubmit to ſome 
inconveniencies, which weile not imme - 
dilately and neceflatily allottei him, 
ald wherein he perteives himſelf; is re- 
 markably- favoured, and his [neighbour 
heavily over · charged. Now thele' may be 


reduced to the following particulars, as 


they affect our outward . | 
our body, or our mizg, ©) 2 
As to — 9 IR "oy 


5 ward ſtate and condition, we are all feu. 


. Gble of. we feel ourſelves to be cloathed 
with frail and petiſhable bodies, whole 
eontinual waſte and decay, requires as con- 
ſtant tefreſhments and eren 
| perceive. that even food and taiment. 
364; tr | 3 ; which 
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x which ere merge for — wi | 
but ba ind caters obliged 19 cat oe bred | 
9 —— by our own labour, and 
| blelliogs hasighiought ftitodiftribute thoſe 
_ worldly-comforts, by very unequal lots 3 
potchut that he regards both rich and poor 
wi thewvye of a common parent, and re- 
tolres to mag good ia due time, that 
Pen In che mean time He 
gires them #oth an opportunity of ſrrving 
Him, and tonſpiting in- their reſpecrive 
encumſtances and eupaities 40 glarify 
His name, the only true end: of living here 
| below ; the one by a patient ſubimiſſton 
under his want and penury the other 
by a pious and charitalle uſe of his abun- 
Ae dal o hfo abe ed 354 5 
I is e eee eee 8 
to differ from another; for: this He has 
appointed ſome to Rand in need of relief, 
any een to afford it, that each 
; might 
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ehight.exertths virtues proper toithe ſphere - 
wherein, by the Divine :appoinement, he 
is phred. Whereas; if every: one” way 
made ſuſſicient of bimfelf ; if no man hat 
vocuſion for the aſſiſtance of uny other, did 
h contain within hiinfelf- fact: an bun- 
dance of worldly oomforts, as he was ſe- 
cure would never fall him, nor oblige him 
to ſeek for any thing without himfelf, the 
brighteſt and moſt exalted graces chat now 
[adorn bur minds, would then be-wholly 
uſeleſa. The heſt and moſt \convincing 
demonſtrations we can give of out love to 
Chriſt, which we cun never ſo -acceptably 
demonſtratr, asby extending our charitable 
Aid toꝛthe diſtreſſed members of his body, 
be no proof ot "evidence of our ncerity, 
whilſt our charity remained untried thro 
tue ile fects of fuĩtable objects, on whom it 
might be | exerciſed, 80 that in reality, a 
rich m, it he confiders to what end his 
riches were giveri; and is dipoſed in his 
3 | heart 


= 
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Heart 26 he ought to be, may as propetly 
be faid-torneed'a poor man to give to, 48 
port man toi need: tlie / aſſiſtance and 
friendly contribũtion of the vic. — 

_ (6 Thate» isnthen, and it is very fit there 

. ſhould ge a femarkable diſproportibn in the 
outward'' allotments othat befall us, to the 
intent chat Gad, Wo divideth to every i 
man ſeyerally as he wiſle raay put us to an 
open trial that on the one hand, his good- .. 
nei may ſhine fdrth, and his mere triumpm 
in rewarding the benecence, and pious 
liberality of. thoſe wha abound in wealth, 
"as. well;25: tha chearſul ſubmiſſion to 
chi pleaſure in ſuch; ag dſuffer need; or 
elſe on the atherthand, his juſtice: may be 
- magnified in tlie exemplary puniſhmont of 
_ thoſe; who are miſerably hard-hearted in 
one eſlate, or impatiently reſtleſs In; the 
other. The bounty: thetefore of Provi- 
Divine Wiſdom, ſo. little liable ta exception 


io 51 particular, that all men are. not 
| equally 


Ly 
1%9;3 


An is ap 


*** rieb, and powetfül: that-on tre 
contrary, without ſuck - inequality, there 
would be no harmony at all in the courſe 
of things : and wye may difcern- the viſible 
4 marks of God's infinite and unerring pru- 
dence, in ee erer we eck 
ther; as well as to himmel. 
For a we ſhould — to 
- withdraw our allegiance from Him, i- He 
had made us independent of :Himſelf 5 
ſo had He made us independent of one 
anther oo oiths:; mutual offices of love 
and -friend(bip pin. the. performance of 
which confifis the, excellence- and, dignity 


ſuch 2 Nate of things. there would: — | 
givers, becauſe there would be ng receivers; 
the merciful man could have no 1 
nity of exerting his baunty, when: he, 
whomſdever he would extend it, — 
as amply - provided, as, himſelf. And let 
any one conſider, what 3 comfortleſs, ſtate 
this life would be, if love and merey, gra- 
ws and ; Farrar Eu 2k 

hum Pas 


FCC Mu O 
buman,afhk; and which affect us with the 


neee ea be entirely 


. baniſhed. . 4 JA SALOGDY 7 £77 - 30 AN 
But, this, bene bene, 5s em 


— As the world nw ſtands, 
there is a. large ſcope) for doing good, and 


objects of commiſeration mort than enough. 


toerhauſt the largeſt charity. But hey 
Would be leſe numerous, if men were 
ö uu and heartily convinced of the preſont 

joy and fitisfüctien that ſprings wkhih'the 
foul of 4 merciful man, When e has com- 
fret in keſtethed 1 miſerabke Objekt, as 
Well as the glorious rewarch with Which his 

Arie win Tafattibly be'erowned hereafter, 
bud but the ohr, mier, whoſe 
heart ind ff are funk Into the earthy and 


buried with hie money; wü — 
deaf to all the enes of the diſtreſſed, 


ho Cin behold a poor fainiſhing wretch 
Vith ufrelenting boweels ; codld be, Fray,” 
perceive” but one glimpfe of thoſe never- 
| faking richch,” wich the charitible perſon 

tip treafured vp in e W N gy 
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would he contend for the true riches, 


What friends would he make him with the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs here, that he 


mizht be received into an eternal habita - 


uod, when this world, and all the glory 
of k fu paß away? How much more 

| ſolid complatency would he find, in ſuc- 
couring the poor, aud tedeemiag him 
5 from miſery and ruin, than he ever did in | 
thriving by bis neceſſity, and in opprefiing, 
and devouring him. We are under a great 
miſtake, if we imagine we are ſo far maſters 
ol any thing we pofleſs/ as to have no account 
to render of it. From this falſe: notion of 
Property, we are apt to look ypon our-. 
ſelves as diſcharged from all obligations to 
do good, any farther than as we are 
Mompted-toit by our batpral propenſity or 
inclination. en ol 3341 

But, whatever, the. dictates of Kalt. lone 
may ſuggeſt 0 us, et the goſpel. teaches, 


us 


— * " 
* 1 
4 


aud provide him bags that war not od? 


—_—  Himyiwhoawillione day make à firiftieds 


CLLLEE: 

us a different feſſon;ʒ where ws ate. Alfared, 
that theſo · worldly.advahtzges avec tuleptg 
committod to out truſt hy che Sovereign 


Lord of tine unwerſerf thatwye ute hut the 
ſtewards and diſpenſtisd of them ande 


duiry, hw: and to nvhat purpoſes we 
employed them. And, our Saviour g 

warned us: to piepare to anſpor at tho 
Qreat Day, upon theſe heads f examina 
tion! Nhat hungry we fed, what: Ha- 

ked we cloathedij what: other objects off 
compaſſion wie relieved,” time i is ag: farias 
our: ahilities extended ;. for ſo ſur dd ib re. 

| ſondble: that a man's latful and netiſfiry 
occaſions ſhould, in the firſt place, he con 
ſideredi oi But thei: men muſt: nt judge 
every thing neceſſa y which aariir r 
prides Which lucury, or u ᷣ ö a- 
nie, 2% neilt diet yo! Loog 0D 
| He that: with:pofpone; theo:dbing any! 
friendly. offices, till ſuch unceaſonable has: 
mours ate ſatisfied,» wilt deer begin do Yo 
good, e 3 bars done ca. 


ving: 
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ving : and when this is made a feigned 
pretence only to cover our own unchari- 
tableneſs, when we make very great allow- 
ances for our own imaginary wants, and 
very little for the real ones of others, tis 
too plain a ſign, we are not touched with 
that compaſſionate feeling for the ſufferings 
of our chriſtian brethren, which our com- 
mon nature and religion excite in us. 

But here it may be aſked; by what rule 
we ſhould guide ourſelves in the diſtribu- 
tion of our alms, or how we ſhall be aſſured 
of employing them to the beſt advantage? 
Let it. therefore be noted, that although 
charity, in proportion: to our ſubſtance, is 
a neceſſary duty, yet every one may extend 
his charity to ſuch objects as moſt affect 
him. But it is to be hoped, for his own 
ſake at leaſt, he will take Fare to be bene- 
ficial in ſome way or other, and that he 
will not make his uncertainty where to be- 
ſtow his alm, an excuſe for- beſtowing 
none at all. Do all the good thon-canft 
P for - 
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for thine own part, and truſt Providence 
for the reſt, which thou canſt not do. 
Nay, if it ſhould happen to be miſapplied, 
this would reflect no diſhonour on him 
who gave it with an honeſt intent; 
nor would it be we leſſening of his 
charity. 

. Good-will and obs, pity and. 
compaſſion are a debt we owe to all man- 
kind. All that partake of the ſame nature 
with us, may lay claim to theſe common 
offices, though ſtill a more peculiar regard 
is to be had of thoſe to whom we have 
nearer engagements, and to whom we are 
united by cloſer ties: but eſpecially we 
ſhould endeavour ſo to employ our charity, 
as to make it moſt ſerviceable to the glory 
of God, and the good of mankind. 

But, ſeconaly, I come to conſider the 
burthens we are obliged to bear for one 
another, which more immediately affect 
our body, This mortal part of us, as we 


all feel, is made of a very frail contexture, 
ſubject 
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ſubject to be diſordered by a thouſand ac- 
cidents; and tortured by violent diſeaſes, 
and to pine away under an infirm conſtitu- 
tion; and here it may be aſked what one 
man can do for another, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances? Can ] be ſick and languiſh for my 
neighbour? Will my fickneſs add to his 
health, —or my weakneſs to his ſtrength ? 
Our experience tells us that this is imprac- 
ticable. But however, we may be able to 
adminiſter ſome comfort to our afflicted 
brother; we may pity him at leaſt; and 
even pity is ſome relief to the miſerable. 
But this is not all——for as the accidents 
that may befall our bodies are very nu- 
merous, ſo are the remedies by which theſe 
accidents may be repaired, Theſe, the 
great and rich can procure for themſelves, 
whenever it is their lot to be viſited by 
ſuch calamities. But when poverty and 
fickneſs meet together, what muſt become 
of ſuch unhappy wretches, if it were not 
for tho timely relief of charitable chriſ- 

P32 tians, 
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tians, who in a very good ſenſe may be 
{aid to bear the burthens of other men? 
The mind alſo has its burthens or grieve- 
ances, which want to be redreſſed; the 
worſt of which is the reflection of a guilty 
conſcience, which cannot be cured but by 
a ſolemn and fincere repentance, to which 
we ſhould always be exhorting and ad- 
moniſhing one another. We ſhould in- 
form the ignorant, and inſtruct them. in 
their duty, — for it is a deplorable thing to 
ſee the mind of man, which is capable of 
receiving noble impreſſions, lie wholly 
barren and unimproved : ſuch a debaſe- 
ment of human nature every good man 
thould take to heart, and endeavour to pre- 
vent, or rectify. And by a, 

Being thus charitable, and bearing one 
anothers burthens. we ſhall fulfil the /aw 
of Chriſt. | 
For, love is indeed the fulfilling of the 
law, and the goſpel too;. it is the bond of 
„ e and the conſummation of all 

that 
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that is good in us, He that has this prin- 
ciple fixed and rooted in him, will not fail 
ſo long as he is under the actual influence 
of it, in any point of duty towards his 
neighbour ; he will not only refrain from 
any invaſion of his juſt right, but be for- 
ward to lend him his aſſiſtance, and to do 
him all friendly offices; becauſe all ſuch 
abſtinence from ill, and readineſs to do good, 
with the ſeveral acts thence ariſing, are but 
ſubordinate branches of that general and 
comprehenſive rule of loving our neigh- 

bours as ourſelves. Love is the diſtinguiſh- 

ing mark of chriſtianity, and that badge by 
which our Lord would have his diſciples 

known: hereby, ſays He, ſhall all men 
know that ye are My diſciples, if ye love 
one another. To ſay that we are followers 
of the Holy Jeſus, and yet retain no bowels 
of compaſſion for our brethren is the 

greateſt abſurdity that words can expreſz, 
for an uncharitable chriſtian implies a 
gontradiction. Love is the nobleſt orna- 
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ment of our ſouls, it outſhines the other 
graces that reſide there, as the Apoſtle 
has aſſured us, it makes us moſt like 
God, the Author of our religion; if 
we have not this, whatever other natural 
or; moral excellencies we abound in, we 
are nothing but n braſs, and a tink- 


ling cymbal. 


The livelieſt faith, the moſt - vigorous 
hope, the moſt ardent devotion, will ſtand 
us in no ſtead, if they are not ſanCtified - 
and perfected by that principle, in which 
the ſpirit of out religion conſiſts. For 
though charity itſelf may cover a multitude 
of ſins, yet no exceſs of any other virtue 


will cover the defect, or want of bat. 


Whoever, therefore, values himſelf 
upon the higheſt proficiency -in ſuch a 
ſcheme of Godlineſs, as has been excluſive 
of charity though his other attain- 
ments 'may be very great, yet lacketh he 
one thing: let him go his way, fell what 
he has, and give to the poor, and ſo ſhall 
he have treaſure in Heaven. 


Which 
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Which that we may all lay up while we 
are here, and have the fruition of here- 


after, God of his infinite mercy grant, 


&c. NE. 


Preached at St. Mary's, Oxford, February 
4 "7421 | | 
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2 SAMUEL, Chap. X. Ver. 12. 


Be of geed courage, and let us play the men 
for cur people, and for the cities of our 
God : and the Lord 4 that which ſeemeth 
Him good. | 


T HIS is the ſeaſonable advice of Joab 
to the people of Iſrael, under a ha- 
zardous proſpect of an impending ſlavery, 
and an apparently immediate ruin : for 
the Ammonites with a lare army of merce- 
nary forces of the Syrians, and other 
n 
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neighbouring nations, were upon the 
march to invade the Iſraelites. The ap- 
prehenſion of their general danger appears 
to have juſtly alarmed their fears, and 
tbrown them into no ſmall conſternation ; 
as was exceeding natural upon ſo intereſting 
an occaſion. Juab was undoubtedly ſenſible 
of the effect, and apprehenſive of the cer- 
tain conſequences, if they reſigned them- 
ſelves up to the influence of theſe dreadful 
apprebenſions. He ſeems to have thought 
their condition, as it certainly was extreme- 
ly dangerous : : and allow it to have been 
ſo, from a conviction of the manifeſt ha- 
zard; but we may obſerve, he did not 
therefore conclude their ſtate perfectiy deſ- 
perate and forlorn. For in this particular 
diſtreſs, as all was not utterly loſt, he re- 
commends a yigorous defence, and a ge- 
nerous vindication of their people, and the 
cities of their God, as a noble and worthy 
contention, Tf ſucceſs crowned their glo- 
rious enterprize, they would then be a 
8 Viſtorious, 
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victorious, and continue a free and happy 
people : if it miſcarried, it would then be 
foon enough to ſubmit to the unavoidable 
yoke of enſlaving invaders. In the mean 
time, it certainly became them to ſhew 
good courage, and to act the part of brave 
men, by one gallant. attempt to preſerve 
their freedom and liberty trom the en- 
erqachments of a formidable invaſion. 
The event, however, they were to ſubmit 
to the deciſion of an all-wiſe Providence, 
with a firm perſuaſion that he would do 
what was beſt, If they were careful to da 
all that was incumbent on them, they 
might then reaſonably hope with an humble 
confidence for God's bleſſing, in a delivet- 
ance from their enemies; and accordingly, 
we know, they obtained the victory, by 
the favour of Providence. Be gf good cou- 
rage, and let us play, &c. The. advice 
was directed particularly by Joab to the 
Iſraelites, in the reign of kiog David, 
from an apprehenſion of a formidable ii. va- 
gow. but. they may, I * be pen 

io 


220 BERMON K. 


to all caſes and circumſtances of like naw 

ture, in a common, and general danger, 

And, therefore, as we of this kingdom 

have but too much reaſon to dread ſuch 

terrible calamities, from our preſent ha- 

_ zardous ſituation, I ſhall at this criſis, beg 
ow to recommend, 


I. The foals advice of the text ; 
Be of good courage, and let us play the 
men for our people, and for the cities of 
our God ; from the propriety of ſo neceſ- 
ſary and ſuitable a conduct. And, when 
we have done this part of our duty, it will 
evidently become us. 


II. From the . example of the 
text, to acquieſce in the will and determi- 
nation of God's good providence ; with an 
humble hope of ſucceſs from the en- 
couragement, that this precedent affords, 
in adopting a vigorous purſuit of ſuch ad- 
viſeable and expedignt meaſures. 

Ang 
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And firſt, I am to recommend the prac- 
tice of the beneficial advice, which the 
words naturally offer to our conſideration 
and perſonal obſervance. And this I ſhall 
do in the order they lie in the text. 

Be of good courage. True courage, as 
repreſented and deſcribed by all moral 
writers, is properly converſant in calami- 
ties, in perils and diſtreſs ; and appears, 
and is diſtinguiſhed by a conſpicucus reſolute, 
manly contempt of all unavoidable danger. 
It is, therefore, evidently a generous vir- 
tue, and the illuſtrious medium between 
the extremes of a culpable raſhneſs, and 
an abject timorouſneſs : and on this foot 
the celebrated character of an hero is a 
great encomium, and an honourable diſ- 
tinction. This perſon is the patriot, His 
conduct is always regular and. conſiſtent 
throughout, and his fears regulated by the 
dictates, and reduced to the obedience, 
and direction of ſound reaſon, He never 
with the giddy adventurer plunges into un- 
neceſſary evils, nor do unreaſonable fears, 
| | magnified 
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magnified by the reſiſtleſs power of a bk 
imagination, precipitate a ſpeedy flight, or 
occaſion an inglorious deſertion, under a' 
ſenſe of imminent calamities. But, his' 
mind is firmly fixed, and hardened againſt 
the approach of every evil. He' is intrepid 
under danger. The agptchenfon of it is' 
- conſidered as a juſt alarm to the exerciſe of 
public valour. The time of trials and ma- 
nifeſtation of a reputable courage. The 
character then, the proper character, of 
this great and becoming virtue, is, thro' 
intrepidity, in the evil days of trouble. 

And whenever this becomes a common 
caſe, national dangers are an unexception- 
.able call and ſummons to every friend of 
his country to cloath himſelf with courage, 
when it demands this firſt ſervice of every 
reſpective member of a kingdom. Ac- 
cordingly, we may obſerve that Joab made 
it his firſt, and moſt neceſſary care to 
_diflipate the terrors of the people of Iſrael, 
and then to rouſe, and awaken them, to 
be of good 9 

And 
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And certainly, as our preſent circum- 
ſtances bear but too near a reſemblance, 
from a juſt ſenſe of an invaſion by our pro- 
felled enemies; it is abſolutely. neceſſary 
to exert a noble zeal and one common 
courage on this occaſion. For, when our 
hearts glow, and are fired with the love of 
-, our KING and COUNTRY, FELLOW: 
CITIZENS and FELLOW SUBJECTS, 
will, doubtleſs catch the generous flame ; 
and this duty improved will kindle a 
general reſolution and intrepidity, to be 
inflamed with good courage, in our 
country's cauſe, For this cannot but 
contribute unſpeakably to diſappoint and 
fruſtrate the ſchemes of thoſe who have 
planned, and would be glad to effect our 
ruin. And it will afford a public teſti- 
mony that we are not that divided diſaffect- 
ed, nor indeed deluded people we have 
been falſely repreſented : but that we ſtill 
have,. and I truſt always ſhall have, the 
Public ſpirit to reſent and oppole all invaſion 
of our religion, liberty, and government. 
| And 
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And the aſfocidtiotte already formed in ſe- , 
veral parts of the kingdom, and now form- 


ing in others, to the honour and glory of 


this nation, are a demonſtration that we 
neither are, nor indeed can be wanting in 
our own defence, nor in reſenting ſueh 


open indignities; nor in a zealous concur- 


rence to chaſtize the inſolence of rebels 
and invaders. This good courage will ve- 
ry probably intimidate our enemies, and 
may oblige them to deſiſt from a fruitleſs. 
and hardy enterprize. And I am willing 


to believe it will ſcarce fail of uniting all 
our friends in the ſtrict bond of u nanimity 


and concord. For the principle of ſelf pre- 


ſervation cannot but naturally concur to 


enliven and confirm this good courage, and 


influence it to ſuitable actions, when ſo 
peculiarly requiſite. 


But this geod courage raiſed to this ho- 


nourable and heroic pitch, will animate us 
to improve it into its juſt perfection and 
apply it to its due and proper uſe, by de- 
termining us to play the men for our people. 

k | This 


e 
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This was the viſible intention of the ad- 
vice recommended in this caſe, ſpecified by 
the textj and it is remarkable that it ſuc- 
ceeded by fully anſwering the reaſonable 
expectations upon which it was delivered. 


For the Iſraelites ſaw clearly, and were 


perſuaded it was their general intereſt to 
unite in their own defence on that critical 
occaſion, and therefore, reſolved without 
heſitation, or loſs of time, to play the men. 
And does it not become us to act with the 
ſame common ſpirit in the like dangerous 
circumſtances? We are diſturbed with 


an inſurrection at home in favour of a Pre- 


tender ;—and this we know is encouraged 


buy our old and naturally inveterate enemy 


France, in conjunction with Spaniſb and 
Popiſh Biggotry. And they have to pro- 
voke our indignation, added inſolence to 
their enmity, by threatening us with an 
* Invaſion. This cłrtainly is an alarm to 
awake and provide for ſafety, as it is an in- 
tended attack upon all that is, and can be 

juſtly valuable to us. For it is not a de- 
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beate at preſent whether we ought to vindi- 


cate and redreſs our grievances in point of 


trade and commerce - which I believe 


you will think an object well worth our 


notice and care. But our natural and civil 
lights are indeed the great, and important 


concern; for, your greg liberties, and 


ves are at ſtake. 


And, unleſs you are nee reſdlved 


to ſtand-up in your neceſſary defence with 
heart and hand all theſe will be una- 


voidably expoſed to the rapine and plunder, 


the violence and outrage— the luſt, 


cruelty, and laughter, and lawleſs will of 
mercileſs and deſperate rebels. In this 
perilous ſituation, it is certainly our pecu- 
liar intereſt, as well as indiſpenſible duty, 


to play the men for our people, and thereby 
for ourſelves. Every honeſt heart, at ſuch. 


a criſis, muſt beat in its country's cauſe. 
An old Roman, I am ſure, and every good 
Pagan, I believe, would conſider this out- 


rageous violence as a particular and per- 


ſonal e and reſent it as a groſs in- 
*. 
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dignity, and conſequently would concur 
with a generous zeal to puniſh fo notorious 
aud national an inſult. And no chtiſtian; 
and free-born Engliſhman | can ever con- 
fiſtently be wanting in ſo ſeaſonable a ſer- 
vice to the calls of his country. For, who 
of us that has any: ſpirit, can brook the 
thought of being crampt with fetters of a 
French and Spaniſh lavery, or loaded with 
the galling yoke of a foreign Invader; and 
Pretender ? None, 1 am perſuaded—no 
true Engliſhman ever can; but every one 
of us will be fired with a juſt indignation 
to play the. men for our people. And to do 
this we have no occaſion. = All of us to 
take up arms in defence of our country, 
without an evident neceſſity. And it is 
greatly to be hoped things will never come 
to this extremity. But we ought certainly 
to applaud and encourage all who are 
1 diſpoſed to enter into ſo worthy, 
and reputable a ſervice: and we ſhall need 


little importunity to concur in increaſing 
the number of thoſe honourable aſſociations 


Q 2 which 
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| arhich are calculated to defeat and defy the 
attempts of our implacable enemies. For, 

theſe muſt in the very nature of things, | 

tend to kill and extinguiſh all the danger- 
Hus and lurking feeds of treafon and rebel- 
dion, and thereby prevent every. inſtruction 
U and arm us effectually to quell whatever | 
may happen of this nature. Suffer me 

chen t6 exhort you to be of good courage, 
and let us al/play the men for our people, 
And I am indiried to believe you WII ſtill 

be more ready to engage in this "glorious 
ſervice, and purſue the ſuitable conduct 
recommended in the text, when you con- 
nder that it is not only for our people but 

alſo for the cities of our Gol, that we ate to 

act up to the character and dignity of men. 

And therefore it cannot be thought im- 
proper, as it is by no means unſeaſonable 
to repeat and apply this pertinent adyice— 
Be of good courage—and let us play the men 
for our people, and 1 the cities of our 
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By the cities of - their God, 1 apprehend. 
was meant the Iſraelites being conſidered 
as a peculiar, and favourite nation, then 
in covenat with God, and who were above 
all the reſt of. the world honourably diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the profeſſion and. practice of 
the only true religion, —at that time in its 
greateſt purity. For while they of all the 
people of the eatth were the worſhippers of 
the one true God their neighbours were 
not only tainted: with the general infection 
of Gentile worſhip, but bewildered in ſla- 
viſh ſuperſtition——and ſunk in the groſs. 
corruptions of a prevalent idolatry. It 
therefore behoved them, as a choſen gene- 
ration, a royal prieſt-hood, and an holy 
nation, to play the men for the cities of their 
| God. This was a privilege they had great 
reaſon to value and eſteem; and they 
would be naturally jealons of every attempt 
to diſparage it—bnt the indignity of an in- 
vaſion to ſpoil them in its conſequences of 
(ſe peculiar glory; their religion could 
23 ſcarce 
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ſcare fail of provoking a general and unani- 
mous reſentment. Their zeal would raiſe 


2M Public ſpirit—kindle an holy indignation, 


give common yigour and perſonal activity 


. to defend and preſerve a national religion 
from the violence of confederate invaders. 
If they could ever, they would then more 
© particularly reſolve to play tbe men for the 

cities of their Ged., | 


And it cettaialy becomes us, if we have 
a juſt ſenſe of the great bleſſing of Chrifti- 
anity in its primitive ſimplicity and ' per- 
fection, to be determined to do what they 


did on that occaſion, in our own important 
| caſe at this juncture: For our ' doctrines 


are the pure doctrines of Jeſus Cbriſt and 
His Apoſtles, drawn from .the beſt and 
only genuine authority, the ſcriptures. 
The infallible word of God, which is the 
meaſure and rule of our actions, and prac- 


| tice. We therefore, as true Chriſtians, 


and good Proteſtants, 'can never conſent to 


have this word of God made of none effect, 


by the traditions of the Church f Rome. 
We, 


$E RM ON, K. -23r 


We, as true Chriſtians and good Proteſ—- 
tants, can never, with the moſt extenſive 
charity, believe in ſcriptural doctrines as 
infallible authority, without a ſingle proof 
from ſcripture; for contradictions to the 
firſt dictates af common ſenſe and reaſon 
are the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation the 
invocation of Saints, Angels, and the Vir- 
gin Mary, in oppoſition to the one Media- 
tor Jeſus Cbriſt; the ſuperſtitious and idola- 
trous worſhip. of relicks, images, pictures. 
We, as true Chriſtians, and good Pro- 
teſtants, can never allow the addition of 
ſacrameats never appointed by Chr:i/t, but 
the devices and. inventions of corrupt men 
in the dark and ignorant ages of the church. 
indiſputably contrary to the whole tenour 
and current of ſeripture. Nor can we, as 
true Chriſtians, and good Proteſtants, ad- 
mit unauthorized indulgences, diſpenlia- 
tions of allegiance, pardons for ſin, —and 
many other immoral practices contrary to 
ſound doctrine, A ſenſe of theſe corrupe 
tions in the Chriſtian church occaſioned 
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our Reformation, becauſe we could not 
with a good conſcience continue in the 
communion of the church of Rome, and 
thought ourſelyes ' obliged to believe and 
conform to the Chriſtian religion, in its 
firſt; and Apoſtolical purity. The ſenſe 
of this neceſſity diſtinguiſhed the Chriſtian 
| zeal of our firſt reformers, to contend 


LE earneſtly for our boly faith, once deliyered 


to the Saints, And the fame perſuaſion . 
ſhould doubtleſs engage our concern to 
2 this faith pure. And the appre- 
nſion of loſeing this valuable blefling 
from a rebellion and invaſion; ſhould unite 
our hearts, and Join our hands, as reform- 
ed Proteſtants in general, and as true 
church-men in particular, in an hearty 
concurrence to play the men for the cities of 
our God. For it is well known from ex- 
perience they have never left us when in 
poſſeſſion of power, the public profeſſion 
and practice of the reformed religion. 
And the principles and ſpirit of that 


Preys leave us no room to believe they 
ever 
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ever will, when they can indeed _-_ rever 
it. The defence of our holy religion, is 

' then a general call to this neceſſaty duty; 
and we can none of us be wanting in a 
generous zeal - and ardor to ferve ſo great 
and ſo good a caufe, And therefore; upon 
this reaſonable preſumption of your ineli- 
nation and purpoſe to enguge in the dif 
charge of this neceſſary duty, herd now 
3 briefly, | | 


n. The wiſe cone the mg in 
ey text recommends to our practice in our 
preſent danger. When we have glotioully | 
reſolyed to do whatever becomes us #s men 
and patriots, as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 
for our people, but more efpecially for the 
cities of ozr God : we muſt after all entireiy 
ſubmit to the good-will' of Providence, 
and fay on this critical occaſion ——The c 

Lord do what ſeemeth Him good. | 
And iit is certainly our intereſt and wiſ- 
dom to acquieſce in the equal diſpenſations' 
of an all- powerful, * and infiniteſy 

: beneficent 


deneficent God. Where the power is uns 
controuled, the dominion is, and muſt be 
univerſal. And accordingly we know His 
kingdom ruleth over a//; and are moreover 
7 affured His kingdom is an everlaſting king- 
| dom, and the dominion of it endureth 
from. generation to. generation, And this 


is an unexceptionable evidence for all the 


earth to fear the Lord, and for all the in- 
habitants of the world to ſtand in awe of 
Him. And the conſideration of infinite 
power under the conduct of a merciful 

Providence; is a ſufficient reaſon for princes 
never to truſt wholly in man, and make 
fleſh their arm: for there is no king ſaved 
by the multitude of an hoſt. And this will 
receive a fuller confirmation, when we ob- 
ſerye God's is not an arbitrary, but a righ- 
teous and good government. And we 
may therefore conclude with a reaſonable 
confidence in the Lord, when He has 
prouounced all that put their truſt in Him 

bleſſed. For the adminiſtration of the 


Wa is eee by the moſt perfect wiſe. 
dom, 
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dom, ſupported by Almighty power, and 
conducted in its certain influence by infinite 
goodneſs. And, as we know nations are 
puniſhed in this world, as public bodies 
for national ſins let us only be careful 
to do what we ought, and reform what is 
amiſs, and we may then reaſonably hope 
that God will never give us over to our op- 
preſſors. For we believe the Judge of all 
the world will do what is right. And a 
ſenſe of this has taught all good men in 
the ſeveral ages of the world, the piety of 
an entite reſignation: and the wiſdom of a 
perfect acquieſcence in the unqueſtionable 
determination' of the righteous Governor of 
the univerſe, in the caſual occurrences of 
pftivate and common life. This you know 
was particularly verified in the pious reſig- 
nation of good old Eli, and the dutiful 
ſubmiſſion of patient and holy Job. .. 
And you may obſerve upon this occa- 
ſion, that this piety and wiſdom is as perti= 
tinently ſeaſonable in national emergencies; | 
for it is remarkably exemplified by a general 
| A 
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beneficent God. Whete the power is uns 
controuled, the dominion is, and muſt be 
univerſal. And accordingly we know His 
 kiogdom ruleth over all; and are moreover 
aſſured His kingdom is an everlaſting king 
dom, and the. dominion of it endureth 
from. generation to generation. And this 
is an unexceptionable evidence for all the 
earth to fear the Lord, and for all the in- 
habitants of the world to ſtand i in awe of 
Him. And the conſideration of infinite 
power under the conduct of a merciful 


Providence, is a ſufficient reaſon for princes 


never to truſt wholly in man, and make 


fleſh their arm: for there is no king ſaved 
by the multitude of an hoſt, And this will 


receive a fuller confirmation, when we ob- 
ſerye God's is not an arbitrary, but a righ- 
teous and good government. And we 
may therefore conclude with a reaſonable 
confidence in the Lord, when He has 
prouounced all that put their truſt in Him 
Bleſſed. For the adminiſtration of the 


World is regulated by the moſt perfect wiſ- 


dom, 
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dom, ſupported by Almighty power, and 
conducted in its certain influence by infinite 
goodneſs. And, as we know nations are 
puniſhed in this world, as public bodies 
for national -fins ;—let us only be careful 
to do what we ought, and reform what is 
amiſs, and we may then reaſonably hope 
that God will never give us over to our op- 
preſſors. For we believe the Judge of all 
the world will do what is right. Anda 
' ſenſe of this has taught all good men in 
the ſeveral ages of the world, the piety of 
an entire reſignation : and the wiſdom of a 
perfect acquieſcence in the unqueſtionable 
determination of the righteous Governor of 
the univerſe, in the caſual occurrences of 
private and common life. | This you know 
was particularly verified in the pious reſig- 
nation of good old Eli, and the dutiful 


| ſubmiſſion of patient and holy Job. .. 


And you may obſerve. upon this occa- 
ſion, that this piety and wiſdom is as perti- 
tinently ſeaſonable in national emergencies; | 
for it is remarkably exemplified by a general 
| application 
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application of the text; Be of good courage 


and. let us play the men for our people, and 
ſor the cities our God. And the Lord 


| do what ſeemeth Him good. And there- 
dete as we of this kingdom have often had 
| fignal and. miraculous deliverances, and 
bave frequently experienced the providen- 


tial preſervation of our civil and religious 


fights :- it is certainly very fit, and our 


| bounden duty to confide in His good pro- 


vidence. For if we make God our refuge 


and ſtrength, who is a very preſent help in 


trouble, we ſhall then have no occaſion to 
fear, becauſe bleſſed is the nation whoſe 
God is the Lord: and the people whom 
fie hath choſen for His inheritance. 
If it is our happineſs to have the Al- 


mighty for our protector, He will bring 


the counſel of our enemies to nought,— 

and make the devices of a rebellious peo- 
ple of none effect. He can ſtill the tu- 
mult and madneſs of our invaders, and 
turn the hearts of the diſobedient to the 


youn * allegiance of the juſt, And, 


becauſe 


b K K NO E Ap 
becanſe ho king, puttsth his teuſt-in/the 85 


Lord, we believe that under the mercy uf 
the Moſt Higheſt he ſhall nat miſcarry. 


For when Thou haſt given him his-heart's 


defire, and haſt not denied himithe requeſt 
of his lips, then the kiog will rejoice in 
thy ſtrength O Lotd : excreding glad will 


he be of Thy ſalvation. And we, his 


faithful ſubjects will triumph in the name 


of the Lord our God. Save therefore, 
Lord, and hear us O King of Heaven 


when we call upon Thee! O, let the 
' wickedneſs of the wicked come to an end— 
but eſtabliſh Thou the juſt, Let all our 
enemies be counfounded and fore vexed ; 


and they ſhall, by Thy bleſſing upon our 


arms, be turned back and put to ſhame 
ſuddenly. Wich this, humble and patient 
confidence our ſoul {ſtill waiteth for the 
Lord. For He is our help, and our ſhield. 
And upon the Almighty” s giving us ſucceſs, 
our heart ſhall rejoice in Him; becauſe 


we have hoped in His holy name. Let 


therefore Thy merciful — O Lord, 
| be 
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be upoh us; like as we do put our truft in 


Thee: And we with all humility crave of 
Thee, O God, this gredt bleſſing, in the 


name and through the alone mediation of 
Thy appointed Interceſſotf Jeſus Chriſt, 


Thine only begotten Son, our Lord and 
—— MEN, nee en 
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| PREACHED 
At St. George's , Southwark, and St. Mary 
Woolnorth, October 13, 1745. 
A. Chrift Church, Surry, 08. 20, 1745 
| 9 St, Dunſtan's in the Weſt, OB. 24, 1745. 
St. Mary's, Marlborough, November 
17» 1745. 
A St. Pauls, London, Nov. 1, 1745. 
At St. Mary's, Oxford, Nov. 24, 1745. 
Af St. Queen Square, March 
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